
 

 

 

Near the end of his life, the apostle Paul wrote letters to Timothy and Titus, two of his most 
trusted children in the faith, instructing them in their efforts to model the Good Shepherd who 
guides His people into the knowledge of truth. In these letters, we learn much about what is 
expected from our pastors today. We also learn how to pray for and support these pastors given 
to us by God to lead us. 
 
Shepherds serve God’s people by embodying the truth they proclaim (1 Tim. 4:11-16) 
 

Key Points and References 
Pastors are shepherds of God's Church (Acts 20:28) 

28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 

Paul encouraged others to imitate him just as he imitated Christ (1 Cor 11:1) 
1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

Pastors and teachers should always use sound doctrine (Titus 2:1) 
1 You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 

 
Shepherds serve God’s people by preaching truth, even when it is costly (2 Tim. 4:1-8) 
 

Key Points and References 
The church is the pillar and foundation of the truth  (1 Tim 3:15) 

15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's 
household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

The Bible is breathed out by God and profitable for doctrine (2 Tim 3:16) 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 

Pastors must preach the truth, even when it is costly (Acts 4:17-20) 
17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn 
these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name." 18 Then they called them in again 
and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and 
John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather 
than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 

 
God’s people follow the shepherd by submitting to God’s Word (Titus 2:11-14) 
 

Key Points and References 
True sheep know the voice of the Shepherd and follow Him  (John 10:27) 

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
God’s people should pursue godly lives (2 Peter 3:11-12) 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives  12 as you look forward to the day of God and 
speed its coming 

God has chosen to use us as His ambassadors (2 Cor 5:18-20) 
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.  

 
 

               (Adapted from “The Gospel Project”™: LifeWay Christian Resources Volume 1, Number 3 Spring 2013) 
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER: 
 
 

In what ways does your view of 
pastors change when you recog-
nize them as God’s shepherds 
under the authority of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd? What responsi-
bilities does a shepherd have?  
 

Describe a time when you were 
impacted by a pastor who pro-
claimed the truth and lived it out. 
Is there someone in your life for 
whom you are modeling what it 
looks like to live out the teach-
ings of Jesus?  
 

Can you think of an example 
when it was costly for a pastor to 
preach the truth? How can we 
encourage our pastors to fear-
lessly proclaim the truth despite 
opposition?  
 

In what ways does your life re-
flect or deny your eternal hope? 
How are your priorities affected 
when you think of the mission of 
God?  


