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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson admonishes us to Live Pure Lives. The study's aim is to compare and contrast 
the effects of the people's impurity on their "success" with the impact purity and impurity 
have on people's successes and failures today. The study's application is to identify areas in 
our lives where purity is compromised and make a plan for change.        
                                                                            (From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Haggai now asks the people a question which the priests are supposed to answer. If a priest is 
carrying something holy and he touches something unholy, like a corpse, does that make the 
corpse holy? The answer is no. If the person who is unclean touches the priest, does that 
make the priest unclean? The answer is Yes. What is the point? Holiness does not come by 
contact. It is not transferable. But contact with unholiness does defile. Take sickness as an 
example. If you are healthy and your spouse has the flu, and you kiss them, will that make 
them well? Will it make you sick?  What is the only exception to this? Jesus - He touched lots 
of unclean people - lepers, the woman with the bleeding problem, corpses, etc. They did not 
make him unclean. Instead, He made them clean. He healed them. This should have been a 
big clue to the Jewish leaders, priests, etc. of His identity. 
 

Haggai makes his conclusion in Hag 2:14. The Israelites were guilty of this very thing. This is 
why chapter 2 follows chapter 1. The “holy” rituals that the people had been performing in 
the past were useless because, as we have already seen in chapter 1, there was no obedience. 
They did not have holy hearts. Principle Holiness is not transferable (2:11-12) Principle Sin 
contaminates everything one does (2:13-14) You might say, “But I thought they had gotten 
their act together and were working on the temple?” They had but the next verse shows that 
Haggai is looking back to the time before they had resumed the work. 
 

When does God's discipline start? It usually doesn't strike immediately. He allowed the 
Israelites to skip Sabbath years for 490 years and become very corrupt before He sent them 
to Babylon. When does God's blessing start? Immediately when we turn to Him. He is so 
gracious. Where does the idea of dependency fit in to all this? If you are depending on 
material things for happiness, God will take them away (Hag 2:17) This is the same thing we 
saw in 1:6 and 9 in our discussion about dissatisfaction and discipline, but if you are 
depending on God for happiness, He will bless you and bring all the material things you 
need. I think motivation is important. Principle: Disobedience brings discipline, while 
obedience brings blessing (2:15-19) 
                                                                          (Adapted from commentary by Hampton Keathley IV ) 
 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. When God speaks, the wise man listens (Hag. 2:10-11) 
2. Holiness is not transferable; it must be personally sought after and obtained (vs. 12) 
3. A person's uncleanness impacts others as well as himself (Hag. 2:13; cf. Num. 19:22) 
4. God sees the true hearts of men in spite of their outward religious deeds (Hag. 2:14; cf. I 

Sam. 16:7) 
5. God keeps His promises, both the positive and the negative ones (Hag. 2:15-17; cf. Deut. 

9:15-20) 
6. God always blesses true holiness in His time and in His way (Hag. 2:18-19)  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Confession to God brings clean-
sing from God 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Search me, O God, and know 
my heart today; Try me, O Sav-
ior, know my thoughts I pray. 
See if there be some wicked way 
in me;  Cleanse me from every 
sin and set me free. —Orr 
 
 

Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 
                  (James 4:8 NKJV)  
 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", Mar 26, 2002) 

 

Series: Priorities for the 
           People of God 
 

UNIT:  Hope and Confidence  
            Come from God 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 

Hope For A New Day 
• Hag 2:20-23 
• Zech 4:5-14 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 
DEFILEMENT (HAG 2:10-14) 

 
What makes one defiled (10-13) 

Defilement is the disobedient corrupt actions (Titus 1:15-16) 
Defilement is the iniquity that comes from evil planning (Mic 2:1) 
Defilement is what comes out of  the mind of  sinful man (Matt 15:17-20) 
Defilement comes from pretending to be clean, but actually being defiled (James 3:9-10) 
All defilement starts with some desire from within (James 4:1-3) 
 

 
God judges defilement (14) 

God judges the heart that is defiled (Matt 12:33-37) 
God judges the defilement coming from the sinful nature (Gal 5:19-21) 
God judges the defilement that comes from evil desires (James 1:13-15) 
God judges defilement when conceived temptations are full-grown (James 1:13-15) 
God judges what's on the inside (Gal 2:6) 

 
 
 
BLESSEDNESS (HAG 2:15-19) 

 
God punishes for defilement but He is also merciful (15-17) 

God proved His great mercy with the Israelites (Neh 9:15-31) 
God's mercy endures forever (Ps 136:1-26) 
It is only through God's mercy we are saved (Eph 2:4-5) 
We can find mercy at the throne of  God (Heb 4:16) 

 
 

God's grace bountifully blesses (18-19) 
God displays His gracious blessings through His faithfulness (Ps 86:15) 
God displays His gracious blessings through His covenant provisions (Ps 111:2-5) 
God displays His gracious blessings through His justification and redemption (Rom 3:23-24) 
God displays His gracious blessings through His covenant promises (Rom 4:16) 
God displays His gracious blessings through providing for us to give generously (2 Cor 8:1-2) 

 


