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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson teaches us that there is Hope for a New Day. The study's aim is to see how God 
worked in the lives of His people and how He gave them hope. The study's application is to 
make it our practice to respond quickly and willingly to the Lord and the words that He sends us.               
(From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
This Scriptural passage has been an encouragement to God's people over and over again. It 
speaks of the hope that God will yet show Himself in a new way, in a new day. Again and again 
we find ourselves in need of a fresh encounter with God in the midst of our lives and ministries, 
and these verses gives us the confidence that God will meet us at our point of need. The 
background of this text is very interesting. It was addressed by the Prophet Zechariah to the 
governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, in the years following the Exile. According to Haggai 1:1, 
Zerubbabel was a descendant of King David and in the messianic line; so promises to him must 
be seen in their full biblical context. In Haggai 2:20-23 the Lord's prophetic word to Zerubbabel 
gave out some promises that God would yet reestablish Israel in the center of His plan. For many 
decades Israel had lived under the domination of foreign powers such as Babylon and Persia. 
These were mighty, conquering empires. It had to seem impossible that Israel would ever escape 
from their yoke. Life was hard under that yoke, with poor harvests and high taxes. The people 
were often discouraged. Yet God's promises came, giving hope and confidence that the presence 
of God would accomplish amazing things in the lives of His people as they waited on Him. We 
too must realize that God loves His people and desires to show Himself to us. In our 
discouraging times, we must look up and remember that we have a God we can pray to and trust 
in. How does His help come? How does the victory arrive? God's Word is clear that it does not 
come by "might, nor by power." Two words are used here to help us understand that the help we 
desire comes from God. "Might" is a term for strength—the ability to endure, to be firm. 
Sometimes we think, Well, if I can just wait it out, something good will happen. That is trusting in 
ourselves. The next term, "power," is more of a creative word. It is the ability to make something 
happen, that is, potency. Sometimes we think, I can make something happen here, and we rush 
ahead with our own ideas and in our own strength. But God is telling us that He will do it by His 
Spirit. God teaches us to pray, to wait on the Lord, and to trust that in His time He will show us 
what He can do for us. In life and in ministry today, we seem to live in a pragmatic age—all the 
emphasis is on our ingenuity and the omnipotence of human talent and on how much we can do 
for God and for ourselves. But is the Lord not saying to us that what we really need is for Him to 
move powerfully? Would we rather not have the success that God gives than something we 
produce in our own power? Does not God deserve to receive the glory? The church needs revival 
today. Our society needs an awakening. Our lives need the touch of God. We need breakthroughs 
and answers to prayer. These things are not going to come through our wisdom, cleverness, or 
strength. We need God. Our hope and confidence need to be in Him. Let us live looking upward, 
asking God to move powerfully by His Spirit.  (Adapted from Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Leaders who desire to please God can expect God's encouragement for their leadership (Hag. 

2:20-23; cf. Josh. 1:5-9) 
2. True spiritual success is the result of God's might and power, not man's (Zech. 4:5-6) 
3. What God starts, He will finish (Zech. 4:7-9; cf. Phil. 1:6) 
4. For His glory, God often delights to use the small things of life to accomplish His mighty works 

(Zech. 4:10) 
5. The wise seek God's instruction (vss. 11-13) 
6. God gives wisdom and understanding to those who truly want it (Zech. 4:14; cf. Jas. 1:5)   
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
The day of the Lord shouldn’t 
be a fearful day for Jesus’ fol-
lowers. It is our “blessed hope” 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
And for the hope of His re-
turn, Dear Lord, Your name 
we praise; With longing hearts 
we watch and wait For that 
great day of days! 
 
 

Looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ 
                  (Titus 2:13 NKJV)  
 
 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", Aug 12, 2013) 

 

Series: Priorities for the 
           People of God 
 

UNIT:  Hope and Confidence  
            Come from God 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 
 

A Call for Unity 
• 1 Cor 1:10-17 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

HOPE BECAUSE OF PLEASING GOD (HAG 2:20-23) 
When we please God He fights our battles (20-22) 

Fights our battles because He goes before His people and fights (Deut 1:29-31) 
Fights our battles because He is God (Ps 46:8-10) 
Fights our battles because the battles are His to fight (2 Chron 20:15-17) 
Fights our battles because He is the only with the power to do so (Ps 44:2) 

Those who please God are His ambassadors (23) 
An ambassador making an appeal for reconciliation (2 Cor 5:20) 
An ambassador bringing a trustworthy healing (Prov 13:17) 
An ambassador who is a messenger of God (Mal 2:7) 
An ambassador to help turn people to Jesus (Acts 26:16-18) 

 

HOPE BECAUSE OF THE PROMISE OF GOD'S POWER (ZECH 4:5-9) 
Power of the Holy Spirit (5-6) 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit so that the word of God can be spoken boldly (Acts 4:31) 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit as part of living wisely (Eph 5:15-18) 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve (Acts 6:2-6) 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit as evidence of the grace of God (Acts 11:22-24) 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to know the love of God (Eph 3:16-20) 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to love and be self-disciplined (2 Tim. 1:7) 

Power of God's grace (7) 
Power of God's grace that makes us sufficient (2 Cor 12:9) 
Power of God's grace through God's will and pleasure (Eph 1:5-6) 
Power of God's grace through mercy (1 Tim 1:13-14) 
Power of God's grace that provides justification (Titus 3:3-7) 
Power of God's grace that results in blessing after blessing (John 1:16) 

Power because God never fails (8-9) 
God's power never fails because it is majestic (Ex 15:6-7) 
God's power never fails because it is great and awesome (Deut 7:21) 
God's power never fails because God and man knows it (Ps 62:11-12) 
God's power causes His enemies to cringe (Ps 66:3) 
God's power never fails because it cannot be turned back (Isa 14:27) 

 

HOPE BECAUSE OF THE INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT (ZECH 4:10-14) 
The Holy Spirit provides spiritual insight (10) 

Spiritual insight from God, which brings understanding (Phil 1:9-10) 
Spiritual insight through examining the Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11) 
Spiritual insight through meditation on God's Word (Ps 119:99) 
Spiritual insight through praying and seeking it with all my heart (Prov 2:3-5) 
Spiritual insight to know the spiritual truths of God's Word (1 Cor 2:13-16) 

The Holy Spirit provides spiritual power (11-12) 
Spiritual power through the Holy Spirit for eternal life (John 4:14) 
Spiritual power that leads us into the likeness of Jesus (1 Cor 15:46-49) 
Spiritual power that leads to perfection (Heb 12:22-24) 
Spiritual power that comes from putting on the full armor of God (Eph 6:12-13) 
Spiritual power in the inner being (Eph 3:16-19) 

The Holy Spirit anoints His people (13-14) 
Anointing that comes from God pouring out His Spirit (Joel 2:28-29) 
Anointing that provides truth (1 John 2:20) 
Anointing that teaches all things (1 John 2:27) 
Anointing that saves (Ps 20:6) 
Anointing that empowers to stand firm (2 Cor 1:21-22) 
Anointing that opens spiritual eyes (Rev 3:18) 

 


