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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson teaches about God's Comfort in Times of Trouble. The study's aim is to 
understand the cause and effect of suffering and how God can use these circumstances to 
bring consolation. The study's application is to set our minds on seeing this pattern in 
action as it appears in our own experience.     
                                                    (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Paul wrote letters to the church at Corinth in response to several problems. 1 Corinthians 
contains many strong statements about the church's failure to live out the gospel message. 
Paul then seems to have made a brief trip from Ephesus to Corinth to see how the church 
was responding to his instructions. Apparently, that visit was not a great success (see 2 
Corinthians 2:1; compare 7:8; 13:2). At about the same time, Paul also faced great difficulties 
while in Ephesus. Acts 19:23-20:1 tells us of a massive protest—nearly a riot—against him 
and the gospel. This happened after Paul had sent two of his key assistants ahead of him to 
Macedonia (Acts 19:22), so he was left without the support of two of his most trusted 
associates during this trying time. All this meant that Paul was saddled with enormous mental 
and emotional burdens as he left Ephesus and traveled toward Macedonia (Acts 20:1). Along 
the way, Paul undoubtedly wondered about the fate of the great church in Corinth. What 
would he find there as a result of his diverting time and energy to Ephesus? Arriving at 
Troas, Paul expected to find his friend Titus, but he was not there—another setback (2 
Corinthians 2:13). Paul was at best discouraged, at worst deeply depressed. "For when we 
came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the 
outside, fears within" (7:5). But Paul eventually received good news. Arriving in Macedonia 
(AD 57), he at last met up with Titus, who informed him of the Corinthian church's positive 
regard for Paul and repentance (2 Corinthians 7:6-8). There was still more for that church to 
do, but the commitment of their faith was reaffirmed. Events and circumstances caused Paul 
to reflect deeply on what it means to face hardship in following Jesus. The results of Paul's 
reflections are found in several passages of 2 Corinthians. One such passage is our text for 
today.                                                (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

The whole letter of Second Corinthians is about suffering and consolation. Paul outlines 
God's promise that the consolation we receive in the Christian life will be equal to the 
suffering we are asked to bear. In this most personal of all of Paul's letters, he explained that 
he found this to be true in his own life. Paul suffered much in his life (cf. 2 Cor. 4:8-10; 11:24
-28). He at times even despaired of life and felt he had a sentence of death on him (1:8-9). 
Yes, even the great apostle was brought low by his troubles! I guess we should not feel so 
bad if things get us down from time to time. Still, it is important that we learn to come 
through such seasons, experiencing the grace and consolation of the Lord. One of the ways 
we receive consolation in our suffering is through others in the body of Christ. We are to 
bear one another's burdens, and one of the ways we do that is to pray for each other as we 
experience difficulty, hardship, and suffering (2 Cor. 1:11). Paul expressed clear confidence 
that consolation equal to our suffering is available in the Christian life. Much of our 
consolation comes mysteriously from God as He upholds us through things we never 
thought we could bear. Prayer, then, becomes a mighty source of consolation.  
                                                      (Adapted from the Bible Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

COMMENT FOR THE WEEK: 
So often we ask why God allows a 
hurtful experience to come our way. 
God provides us with at least one 
very plausible reason for the pain. We 
are comforted in our afflictions so 
that we might comfort others in 
theirs. Hearing of the faithfulness of 
God in trials uplifts others who suf-
fer. 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
 

Father, thank You for letting us share 
with You our worries and cares.  
We’re grateful that You stand beside 
us to comfort and guide. Help us 
to console others as You look out for 
Your own. 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of com-
passion and the God of all comfort 
                    (2 Cor 1:3 NIV)  
 
 

From "Our Daily Bread", May 26, 2014 

 

Series: Priorities for the 
           People of God 
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NEXT WEEK 
 
 

FORGIVENESS AND 
RESTORATION 

         (2 Cor 1:23-2:11 ) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
COMFORT FROM THE GOD OF COMFORT (2 COR 
1:3-7) 

 

God comforts us so we can comfort others (3-4) 
Comfort others by having regard for the weak (Ps 
41:1-3) 
Comfort others by sharing possessions (Acts 4:32-
35) 
Comfort others through materially blessing and 
contributions to the poor (Rom 15:25-27) 
Comfort others by giving of self first to God (2 Cor 
8:1-5) 
Comfort others by supplying their needs (2 Cor 
9:12-13) 
Comfort others by continually being consistent in 
help (Heb 6:10) 

 

Jesus comforts us by suffering for us (5) 
Jesus suffered so that we could be holy through His 
blood (Heb 13:12) 
Jesus suffered to leave us an example (1 Peter 2:21) 
Jesus suffered death for everyone (Heb 2:9) 
Jesus suffered to be a sympathetic help (Heb 2:18) 
Jesus was pierced and crushed for our sins (Isa 
53:4-5) 
Jesus suffered to satisfy the requirements of the law 
for sins (Rom 8:3-4) 
Jesus suffered and died for sins once for all (1 Peter 
3:18) 

 

All Christians can expect sufferings but also should have hope 
(6-7) 

Hope during suffering because there is a reward in 
Heaven (Matt 5:11-12) 
Hope during suffering because the future glory far 
outweighs the current temporary suffering (2 Cor 
4:17-18) 
Hope during suffering because of the greater value 
of suffering for Jesus (Heb 11:25-26) 
Hope during suffering because of looking forward 
to a better resurrection (Heb 11:35) 
Hope during suffering because of a genuine faith (1 
Peter 1:6-7) 

 
 

 
COMFORT THROUGH TRUST AND PRAYER (2 COR 
1:8-11) 

 

Comfort through trust in God (8-9) 
Trust God because God never forsakes those who 
seek Him (Ps 9:10) 
Trust God because He is our God (Ps 31:14-15) 
Trust God by committing our way to Him (Ps 37:5-
6) 
Trust God so that we will not be afraid (Ps 56:4) 
Trust God because no one else can save us (Ps 
146:3-6) 
Trust God because He guides us in the straight 
ways (Prov 3:5-6) 
Trust God so that we can be overflowed with hope 
(Rom 15:13) 

 

Comfort through prayer (10-11) 
Comfort through prayer offered in faith (James 
5:15-16) 
Comfort through prayer to the One who is worthy 
of praise (2 Sam 22:4) 
Comfort through prayer when in trouble (James 
5:13) 
Comfort through prayer because of obedience to 
God (1 John 3:21-23) 
Comfort through prayer in faith and the Holy Spirit 
(Jude 20) 
Comfort through prayer that waits in expectation 
(Ps 5:3) 
Comfort through prayer about everything with 
thanksgiving (Phil 4:6) 

 

 


