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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson teaches about how and why there should be Forgiveness and Restoration. The 
study's aim is to see the need for forgiveness and to discover the answer to the need. The 
study's application is to establish the attitude of forgiveness as a bedrock principle in our 
fellowship and to search our hearts for any unforgiven offense then to forgive it and restore 
fellowship immediately, without excuse or delay.     
                                                    (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Paul had a very troubled relationship with the Corinthian church. The history was not pretty. 
There had been several visits, several letters, and many disappointments. At times they 
rejected Paul and his leadership. Paul, in turn, was often deeply disappointed in them. There 
were failures by individuals. There were problems caused by certain factions. It was a 
complex and troublesome history. When Paul wrote to them, he spoke candidly of sorrow, 
heaviness, affliction, anguish, tears, and grief (2 Cor. 2:1, 3-4). All of this was because of 
trouble and sin in relationships and in the church. What was the way forward in the midst 
of all this turmoil and pain? The only way forward was through forgiveness. In short, this was 
a situation that cried out for forgiveness. Paul was going to have to forgive them over and 
over. They were going to have to forgive one another. The only way forward was through the 
pathway of forgiveness. That is often how it is in the body of Christ. We have to be a 
forgiving people. The church cannot thrive or even survive without a healthy application of 
forgiving mercies, one to the other. First of all, there has to be a spirit of forgiveness in the 
church. This is part of bearing one another's burdens. Paul informed the Corinthians that if 
they had forgiven anyone and anything in the body of Christ, he joined in with it. This is a 
willing and forgiving spirit. Paul exhorted us elsewhere that in the body of Christ, we must 
live "with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love" (Eph. 4:2). This is a forgiving spirit. There also has to be a proper standard of 
forgiveness. That standard is Christ Himself. All of our forgiving goes back to the Person and 
work of Christ. He lived forgiveness, He taught forgiveness, and He manifested forgiveness. 
His whole life and work was devoted to the forgiving of sinners and to reconciling them to 
God. We have to go down low in humility and be willing to extend to others the forgiveness 
that Jesus has extended to us. Yes, that means we must forgive the worst offenses (since He 
forgave us our worst offenses). Yes, that means we must forgive prolonged offenses (since 
He forgave us our prolonged offenses). Yes, that means we must forgive all offenses (since 
He forgave all our offenses). This is the only way forward to a healthy spirit in the body of 
Christ. Since we all are sinners, it is absolutely necessary to forgive others in the body of 
Christ.     
                                           (Adapted from the Bible Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Godly leaders are not to be spiritual dictators but rather spiritual guides (2 Cor. 1:23-24; 

cf. Luke 22:25-27) 
2. Biblical confrontation is necessary, but it should never be celebrated (2 Cor. 2:1-2) 
3. Biblical confrontation should be motivated by love, not by pride or arrogance (vss. 3-4) 
4. To openly sin against a brother is to sin against the whole body of Christ (vs. 5) 
5. Biblical discipline is careful not to go too far (vss. 6-8) 
6. Forgiveness and reconciliation are the goals of truly biblical discipline (vss. 9-11) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Jesus specializes in restoration 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Praise, my soul, the King of 
heaven, To His feet thy tribute 
bring; Ransomed, healed, re-
stored, forgiven, Evermore His 
praises sing. 
 
 
 

and have put on the new man 
who is renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of Him 
who created him, 
                         (Col 3:10 NKJV)  
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

FAITH SHOULD BRING JOY (2 COR 1:23-2:3) 
Joy in being fellow workers (1:23-24) 

Fellow workers who work as if serving God (Eph 6:5-
8) 
Fellow workers who work with all their hearts (Col 
3:22-24) 
Fellow workers who can endure unjust treatment (1 
Peter 2:18-20) 
Fellow workers who are faithful in doing what has 
been assigned (Matt 24:45-47) 
Fellow workers who are faithful to the trust given (1 
Cor 4:2) 

Joy through a plan to edify, not make sorrowful (2:1) 
Edify one another at every opportunity (Rom 14:19) 
Edify one another by seeking the good of others (1 
Cor 10:23-24) 
Edifying one another is one of the Church's duties 
(Eph 4:10-13) 
Edify one another by controlling speech (Eph 4:29) 
Edifying by praying in the Holy Spirit (Jude 20) 

Joy through promoting rejoicing (2:2-3) 
Rejoicing in worship (Ps 2:11) 
Rejoicing in God's salvation (Ps 13:5) 
Rejoicing in seeking God (Ps 40:16) 
Rejoicing in the revival by God (Ps 85:6) 
Rejoicing in God's righteousness (Ps 89:15-16) 
Rejoicing in the Lord always (Phil 4:4) 
Rejoicing in all circumstances (1 Thess 5:16-18) 

 
CORRECTION SHOULD RESULT IN RESTORATION (2 
COR 2:4-8) 

Correction using restraint (2:4-6) 
Restraint in the use of words (Prov 17:27-28) 
Restraint that is lost because of a lack from revelations 
from God's Word (Prov 29:18) 
Restraint that comes from the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 
5:22-23) 
Restraint that is lost in the last days (2 Tim 3:1-5) 
Restraint that should be part of maturing in the faith 
(2 Peter 1:3-8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Restoration through comforting (2:7) 
Comfort by encouraging and being patient (1 Thess 
5:14) 
Comfort in a way worthy of a saint (Rom 16:2) 
Comforting others is a command from God (Gal 6:2) 
Comfort during grief (Job 2:11-13) 
Comfort through one another's faith (Rom 1:11-12) 
Comfort through love (Col 3:12-14) 

Restoration through loving (2:8) 
Restore with gentle love (Gal 6:1) 
Restore by being merciful (Jude 22-24) 
Restore by bearing with one another's failings (Rom 
15:1) 
Restore by meeting the needs of others (James 2:15-
17) 
Restore with actions, not just words (1 John 3:16-18) 

 
FORGIVENESS SHOULD BE MUTUAL (2 COR 2:4-8) 

Mutual obedience (2:9) 
Obedience that leads to righteousness (Rom 6:16) 
Obedience by walking in love (2 John 1:6) 
Obedience that is better than sacrifices (1 Sam 15:22) 
Obedience through putting God's words into practice 
(Matt 7:24-25) 
Obedience through living holy (1 Peter 1:14-16) 

Mutual forgiveness (2:10) 
Forgiveness because all will face judgment (Heb 9:27) 
Forgiveness because of being accountable to God 
(Rom 14:12) 
Forgiveness because God will avenge (Rom 12:18-20) 
Forgiveness because of remembering God's blessings 
(Ps 103:2-3) 

Mutual resistance to Satan (2:11) 
Resist Satan by not giving him a foothold (Eph 4:27) 
Resist Satan by putting on the full armor of God (Eph 
6:11-13) 
Resist Satan by submitting to God (James 4:7) 
Resist Satan by being alert and self-controlled (1 
Thess 5:6) 

 

 


