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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson teaches that when things seem their worse, we need to Rejoice Anyway.  The study's aim 
is to understand how God used suffering to accomplish His mission in Israel, in particular, how He 
used their trials to mature them spiritually and to demonstrate that suffering ultimately accomplishes 
God's good purposes.  The study's application is to experience and help other Christians who suffer 
understand and access God's resources for enduring.  
                                              (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
Habakkuk the distressed prophet, who complained over the unchecked sin in his country, was 
amazed at God’s disclosure that He had already prepared an instrument to judge Judah, namely, 
Babylon. Habakkuk was shocked. He expressed his dilemma to God and waited for an answer. 
That answer came in the form of a dirge, or taunt-song, that Habakkuk was instructed to record. 
Learning of God’s just plan to destroy Babylon, Habakkuk bowed in humble adoration. His 
majestic prayer and hymn of praise followed in Chapter 3. At the opening of chapter 2, Habakkuk 
had positioned himself to await God’s reply and to determine how he might respond to the Lord 
concerning his complaint (2:1). He then recorded God’s extensive reply (2:2-20). Now the 
prophet gave his response to God. Habakkuk had asked for a show of God’s might (3:2). Little 
did he realize what a display it would be. The prophet’s heart pounded, his lips quivered, and his 
legs trembled. Habakkuk was about to collapse from this amazing encounter with God.  In his 
weakened state, however, his confidence and hope were renewed. He found a new sense of peace 
and purpose in his prophetic ministry. The prophet was determined to wait for that day which 
would be filled with destruction and yet be a day of victory and vindication over wicked Babylon. 
God’s deeds on Israel’s behalf in Egypt, at the Red Sea, at Mount Sinai, at the Jordan River, and 
in the Conquest of Canaan were unquestionably awe-invoking. This review of God’s power in the 
past assured the prophet that God would provide a similar deliverance for Israel from Babylon. 
Habakkuk was confident that someday God would again “renew” (3:2) those acts of power, with 
“wrath” on Babylon and “mercy” on Judah. The prophet’s weakened physical state contrasted 
with his incredibly strong spiritual state. Habakkuk outlined the worst possible consequences: 
complete failure of crops (figs, grapes, olives, and grain—on which the nation depended for food) 
and total loss of sheep and cattle. Even in the midst of absolute ruin and abject famine (which 
came when the Babylonians captured Jerusalem, Lam. 2:12, 20, 4:4, 9-10; 5:17-18), the prophet 
was prepared to trust God. He realized that inner peace did not depend on outward prosperity. 
Habakkuk did not state that he would merely endure in the hour of distress. He said he would 
rejoice in the Lord and be joyful. God is the inexhaustible source and infinite supply of joy. God 
my Savior is literally, “the God of my salvation”. Far too many people keep trying to buy joy, but 
happiness is not found in circumstances. Joy is available to everyone, even to those stripped of 
every material possession, for joy is to be found in a Person. It comes through an intimate and 
personal relationship with the Lord, so that even those in the worst circumstances can smile. The 
unfailing source of strength and confidence necessary to satisfaction and contentment is the 
Sovereign Lord (Yahweh) Himself. The strength He gives is like the power found in the feet of a 
deer, a gazelle, or any active, swift-footed animal. Much as a deer can quickly bound through a 
dark forest, so the prophet said he could move joyfully through difficult circumstances. Though 
his legs trembled (3:16) at the awesome theophany of God, that same Lord was His joy (3:18), 
strength (3:19), and assurance. Furthermore, God enabled the prophet to walk on the heights. 
Not only would he bound through trials; he would also climb to the mountaintops of victory and 
triumph. The poetic language of this verse is common in other passages (e.g., Deut. 32:13; 2 Sam. 
22:34; Ps. 18:33). A deer or gazelle pictures strength, surefootedness, beauty, and speed. 
                                                                         (Adapted from The Bible Knowledge Commentary) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Keep praising God from whom 
all blessings flow 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
Lord, thank You for the reminder 
that far from being stingy You bless 
us with good things in abundance. 
Thank You for Your presence and 
the comfort of the promises in  
Your Word. 
 
 
 

They are abundantly satisfied with 
the fullness of Your house, And 
You give them drink from the river 
of Your pleasures. 
                        (Ps 36:8 NKJV)  
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MY REDEEMER LIVES 
      (Job 19:1-7, 23-29) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
GOD'S REVELATION OF HIS PROMISES (HAB 2:1-5) 

 

Watch for God's promises (1) 
Watch because God established them (2 Cor 1:21-
22) 
Watch because we have been sealed (Eph 1:12-14) 
Watch because God has vowed them (Heb 7:22) 
Watch because they can be believed through faith 
(Rom 4:3-5) 
Watch because there is a blessing in having faith in 
them (Gal 3:6-9) 
Watch because of God's eternal presence (2 Cor 
4:13-14) 

 

Wait with certainty (2-3) 
Wait on God with hope (Ps 130:5-6) 
Wait on God with boldness (Ps 27:14) 
Wait on God because He is the only hope, help and 
shield (Ps 33:20) 
Wait on God and He will answer (Ps 38:15) 
Wait for God's salvation (Ps 119:166) 
Wait on God because it is a blessing (Isa 30:18) 
Wait on God patiently (Rom 8:25) 

 

Condemnation of the proud (4-5) 
God repays the proud in full (Ps 31:23) 
God tears down the proud man's house (Prov 
15:25) 
God detests the proud (Prov 16:5) 
Pride causes us to not seek God (Ps 10:4) 
God does not have patience with the proud (Ps 
101:5) 
Pride brings us low in the eyes of God (Isa 2:11) 
God opposes the proud (1 Peter 5:5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE PROPHET'S TRUST AND JOY (HAB 3:17-19) 

 

Prospects of hardships (17) 
Expect hardships because man's days are full of 
trouble (Job 14:1) 
Expect hardships because of being a follower of 
Jesus (Matt 10:22) 
Expect hardships because in this world we will have 
trouble (John 16:33) 
Expect hardships because through them we will 
learn perseverance (James 1:2-4) 
Expect hardships because Jesus prophesied it (1 
Peter 1:6) 

 

Perseverance of faith (18-19) 
Perseverance to strengthen and encourage (Acts 
14:21-22) 
Perseverance by giving of oneself fully to the work 
of the Lord (1 Cor 15:58) 
Perseverance to give an answer for the hope one 
has (1 Peter 3:15) 
Perseverance that when complete makes one 
mature (James 1:2-4) 
Perseverance that stands firm to the end results in 
salvation (Matt 10:22) 
Perseverance in hearing, retaining and being 
obedient to the Word (Luke 8:15) 

 

 


