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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson teaches that by trusting in God our Hope is Satisfied.  The study's aim is to 
understand that we will suffer while on this side of heaven and that other people will play a 
role either for blessing or for suffering in the grand scheme of life.  The study's application 
is to submit our lives to an all-wise and all-powerful God who never leaves us and is fully 
involved in our suffering and to embrace His plan for all creation. 
                                                         (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
As children, we were warned of the dangers of “running off at the mouth.” Despite the 
warning, we eventually learned the lesson the hard way. An example is found in a memorable 
scene in the 1995 romantic comedy The American President, in which a lobbyist shows off in 
front of a colleague by speaking bold words against the president of the United States.  
Unbeknownst to her, the president walks into the room and listens in on the last part of her 
rant against him. The lobbyist is mortified when she realizes that the president has overheard 
her. Had she known he was there, she would not have run off at the mouth as she did. Many 
of us have experienced something like this as we have spoken about others behind their 
backs only to learn that they were listening in all along. How much more problematic, then, 
to say incorrect things about God, who actually is listening at all times and in all places! 
That’s the situation Job found himself in. 
 

Bildad was the last of Job’s three friends to speak (in chap. 25), and that only briefly—six 
verses. He added nothing new to the friends’ case against Job, so Job continued to assert his 
innocence while waxing eloquent on the nature of God (chap. 26-31). Job was then followed 
by a man named Elihu (chap. 32-37). Elihu is not mentioned until this point in the book and 
is not mentioned again after he finishes speaking. Neither Job nor God responded to Elihu’s 
thoughts. The man just mysteriously showed up, offered his thoughts, and disappeared. Then 
God finally spoke (Job 38:1-40:2). Posing a series of rhetorical questions, God accused Job of 
lacking knowledge. The gist of God’s line of questioning was that He and not Job was the 
one who established and sustained creation. God then invited Job to respond (40:2). Job 
declined to answer, merely citing his own unworthiness to do so (40:3-5). God was not 
satisfied with Job’s reaction. Job was not going to get off the hot seat that easily! God 
demanded a real answer, rejected Job’s accusations, and reminded Job that he could not 
justify or save himself, for no human could stand up even to creatures God had made—
creatures such as Behemoth and Leviathan (Job 40:6-41:34). Job was required to answer for 
what he had said. 
                                                                    (Adapted from The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. It is futile and foolish to challenge God in our ignorance, for He knows all things and 

can do all things (Job 42:1-2) 
2. We should keep silent on matters that are beyond our understanding and let God speak 

(vs. 3) 
3. When we grasp who God truly is, we will see ourselves for who we truly are (vss. 4-6) 
4. Those who presume to speak for the Lord are accountable for accurately and fully 

representing Him (vss. 7-8) 
5. Our faithfulness to the Lord brings God's blessings to both us and others (vss. 9-10) 

Hope Satisfies 
Job 42:1-10 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Honest skepticism can be the first 
step to a strong faith 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
There can be times when one’s 
mind is in doubt, Times when one 
asks what the faith is about; But 
we can believe Him, we know that 
He cares— Our God is real, as 
the Bible declares. —Fitzhugh 
 
 
 

For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, So are My ways higher 
than your ways, And My thoughts 
than your thoughts. 
                      (Isa 55:9 NKJV)  
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GOD’S GLORY FILLS 
THE TEMPLE 

        (Ezekiel 43:1-12) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
HOPE RESPONDS WITH HUMILITY (JOB 42:1-6) 
Humility knowing God is sovereign (1-2) 

God can do all things because nothing is too hard for Him 
(Gen 18:14) 
God can do all things because no one can oppose Him (Isa 
43:13) 
God can do all things because of His great power (Jeer 32:17) 
God can do all things because nothing is impossible for Him 
(Matt 19:26) 
God can do all things because everything is possible for God 
(Mark 14:35-36) 

Humility knowing that God's plans cannot be thwarted (2) 
God's plans cannot be thwarted because God's plans stand 
firm forever (Ps 33:10-11) 
God's plans cannot be thwarted because God determines the 
outcome (Prov 16:9) 
God's plans cannot be thwarted because God's purposes will 
prevail (Prov 19:21) 
God's plans cannot be thwarted because God has sworn to 
do what He has planned (Isa 14:24) 
God's plans cannot be thwarted because His purposes will 
stand (Isa 46:10) 

Humility knowing that man does not have full understanding (3) 
Man does not have full understanding because God's works 
are too numerous to understand (Ps 40:5) 
Man does not have full understanding because of ignorance 
(Eph 4:18) 
Man does not have full understanding because of not having 
the indwelling Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:14) 
Man does not have full understanding because of not relying 
on the revelation of the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:17) 

Humility through knowing God better (4-5) 
Knowing God better through obedience to God's Word (1 
John 2:3-6) 
Knowing God better through knowing Jesus  (John 17:3) 
Knowing God better through having Jesus as Shepherd  
(John 10:14) 
Knowing God better through prayer (Prov 2:2-5) 
Knowing God better through nature (Hab 2:14) 
Knowing God better through the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:17) 

Humility that leads to the repenting of sins (6) 
Repent of sins through godly sorrow (2 Cor 7:10-11) 
Repent of sins to please God (Ezek 18:23) 
Repent of sins to escape from the trap of Satan (2 Tim 2:25-
26) 
Repent now because the Kingdom of Heaven is near (Matt 
4:17) 
Repent so that the times of refreshing can come (Acts 3:19) 
Repent because the times of ignorance has passed (Acts 
17:30) 
Repent during the times of earthly life because after that it 
will be impossible (Luke 16:27-31) 

 
 
 

 
HOPE SOMETIMES BRINGS REBUKE (JOB 42:7-9) 
Rebuke of misinterpretation of God's Word (7) 

Misinterpretation through trying to read into the Scriptures 
what's not there (John 5:38-40) 
Misinterpretation through not having discernment through 
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:14) 
Misinterpretation through being slow to learn (Luke 24:25) 
Misinterpretation through distorting God's word or using 
deception (2 Cor 4:2-5) 

Rebuke that requires prayer and repentance (8) 
Repentance by turning away from sin (Ezek 18:21-23) 
Repentance through humility and prayer (2 Chron 7:14) 
Repentance for the forgiveness of sin (Acts 2:38-39) 
Repentance by turning to God (Acts 3:19) 

Rebuke that requires obedience (9) 
Obedience that is consistent with God's will (Isa 58:6-9) 
Obedience that delights God (1 Sam 15:22) 
Obedience that is bold and steadfast (Dan 3:16-18) 
Obedience through putting God's words into practice (Matt 
7:24-25) 

 
 
HOPE LEADS TO RESTORATION (JOB 42:10) 
Restoration of losses (10) 

Restoration through the Grace of God that will restore after 
suffering a little while (1 Peter 5:10) 
Restoration through the future glory that helps to endure the 
momentary suffering now (2 Cor 4:17-18) 
Restoration after suffering for a while because there is a rich 
reward waiting (Heb 10:32-35) 
Restoration through the sufficiency of God's grace (2 Cor 
12:9-10) 
Restoration through God's compassion (2 Cor 1:3-4) 

Restoration of blessings (10) 
Restoration of resources to have all that is needed (2 Cor 9:8) 
Restoration with the best (Isa 1:19) 
Restoration of God's refreshing (Acts 3:19) 
Restoration of the soul that leads into righteousness (Ps 23:2-
3) 
 

 


