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Aim and Application of the Lesson 
The lesson teaches how God's live-giving blessings are like cool refreshing water in A 
Transforming Stream.  The approach was taken from the teaching of Alan Carr (see included 
commentary). The study's aim is to realize that like the refreshing water in Ezekiel's vision, God 
is our spiritual source of transforming and life-sustaining blessing.  The study's application is to 
appropriate God's life-giving blessings to ourselves and channel it like water to others through 
our relationship with God.            (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary)  
 

Lesson Introduction and Background 
In Ezekiel 40, the hand of the Lord came upon the prophet, and he received many visions. A 
vision is an image that a person sees while he is awake. A dream is a vision that he is given while 
he is asleep. It is important to remember that dreams and visions can be both literal and symbolic. 
Joseph, the dreamer, had a dream of his brothers' sheaves of wheat bowing down to his sheaves 
of wheat (Gen. 37:7). This is an example of a dream being symbolic but still pointing to tangible 
reality. While no sheaves of wheat literally bowed down to Joseph's wheat, we do know that his 
brothers did bend their knees to Joseph when he was second only to Pharaoh. The wheat 
symbolized the brothers. Ezekiel had a vision of the temple of God. In this vision, he was 
escorted by a man whose appearance was like bronze. The man had a linen cord and a measuring 
rod (Ezek, 40:3). Ezekiel was taken to all parts of the temple. Water was trickling from the east 
side, just to the south of the gate (47:2). Soon, the water was ankle-deep. Then, it was knee-deep. 
As the prophet was led through the water, it grew to waist-deep. Finally, it was over his head (vss. 
3-5). The temple was where the presence of God dwelled. The water flowed from the temple, not 
to the temple. The water healed, made fresh, and restored whatever it touched. It eventually 
found its way to the Dead Sea and was able to make even the salt water fresh! Jesus said, 
"Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (John 4:14). Jesus was 
speaking of the effects of the Spirit in us and through us when we find eternal life in Jesus (cf. 
7:37-39). We are the living temple of God. As Paul proclaimed, "What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?" (I Cor. 6:19). The living waters flow out 
of us as Jesus declared. Just as the water that Ezekiel saw increased in volume and depth the more 
he progressed in its flow, so the volume and power of the living water flowing from our lives 
increases as we grow in our knowledge and understanding of God. As we progress in this 
Christian life, we find that we are healed of our brininess, just as the sea was made fresh. Salt 
water is not good for human consumption. For it to be drinkable, the salt needs to be removed. 
What constitutes salt water in the Christian life? Bitterness. Unforgiveness. Jealousy. Malice. 
Anger. Depression. The list could go on. As we allow the living waters to rise within us and heal 
us of those issues, we become conduits for the healing of others. When we' get rid of our 
brininess, we find that others are more attracted to us. The prophet saw many fish of various 
kinds swimming in the river and a great number of fishermen spreading their nets. We are to be 
fishers of men, but first we have to allow the living, healing waters of God to flow through us.   
                                                      (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary) 
 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Not only spiritual blessings but also physical blessings flow from God's dwelling place (Ezek. 

47:1) 
2. God always supplies in abundance the resources His people need (vss. 3-5) 
3. The Lord can —and will —make that which is barren rich and fruitful (vss. 6-8) 
4. Labor that is productive ultimately comes from God and is truly satisfying (vss. 9-10) 
5. In God's plan, even barren land has a purpose (vs. 11) 
6. The coming kingdom demonstrates that the believer's future blessings are good, abundant, and 

pleasing (vs. 12)  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Jesus is a never-ending supply of 
living water for a parched world 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
Lord Jesus, I want to live for 
You. May Your life and love 
flow through me as I go about 
my duties today so that others 
may see You through me and be 
drawn to the living water. 
 
 
 

He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living 
water.” 
                   (John 7:38 NKJV)  
 
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", July 21, 2014) 

 

Series: Sustaining Hope 
 
 
 

UNIT:  Visions of Grandeur 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK 
 
 

TRANSFORMED  
INHERITANCE 

        (Ezekiel 47:13-23) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
SOURCE AND EXPANSION OF THE STREAM (EZEK 47:1-5) 

 

Living water from the Temple and Altar (1-2) 
Living water as described by Jesus (John 4:10-14) 
Living water of  the Holy Spirit that washes and renews (Titus 3:4-7) 
Flowing from the throne of  Jesus (Rev 22:1) 
Flowing from the throne of  grace (Heb 4:16) 
Its course - from the altar of  sacrifice (Rev 21:5-6) 

 

Expansion of  the Waters (3-5) 
Ankle deep - the step of  faith that saves (Luke 7:50) 
Knee deep - the prayer of  dependence on God (John 16:23-24) 
Loin Deep - spiritual power (Eph 3:16-21) 
Too deep - Holy Spirit controlled (Gal 5:16-18) 

 
 
BLESSINGS OF THE STREAM (EZEK 47:6-12) 

 

Blessing of  healing waters (6-10) 
Healing waters that God stirs (John 5:2-4) 
Healing waters based on obedience to God's directions (2 Kings 5:10) 
Healing waters that are part of  God's promises (Zech 13:1) 

 

Reason blessings withheld (11) 
Blessings withheld because of  people turning away from God (Amos 4:7-8) 
Blessings withheld because of  sin against God (1 Kings 8:35-36) 
Blessings withheld because of  unrighteousness (Isa 5:5-7) 
Blessings withheld because of  stubbornness and rebellion (Jer 5:23-25) 

 

Blessing of  Trees of  Life (12) 
Trees bearing twelve crops of  fruit (Rev 22:2) 
Overcoming the world brings the right to eat from the tree of  life (Rev 2:7) 
To those who wash their robes, God gives the right to the tree of  life (Rev 22:14) 

 


