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Lesson Background and Introduction 

Today’s passage offers hope for all who find themselves far from God despite any 
robust religious heritage. In every generation churches are filled with those who have 
devoted themselves fully to God. But there are also those who attend out of habit or a 
sense of duty. Outside observers might consider this group to be highly religious. 
However, their true spiritual state is not hidden from God. He feels the coldness of 
their worship. He sees the plans they make without consulting him in prayer or study 
of Scripture. The unjust ways with which these congregants treat their neighbor are 
not hidden from God. The way back now is the same as it was in Isaiah’s day: 
regardless of our current level of spiritual fervency, we need to live mindful of the 
reality that God judges each person justly. We have to discard the illusions that our 
thoughts are private before God. He sees our true spiritual condition, even when we 
don’t allow ourselves that same insight. God the Father, through the completed work 
of Christ and the present indwelling of His Holy Spirit, is able and willing to free us so 
we can love Him with the entireties of our hearts, souls, and abilities (compare 
Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37). There is no question regarding His ability and our 
inability in that regard. Neither is there any question about His willingness to do so. 
The only question on the table is our willingness to allow Him to renew us. 
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Lip Service, But No Heart - God's people in Jerusalem talked religious, but their 
rituals had become a mere formality. The Lord used the prophet Isaiah to warn the 
people that their lips were saying one thing but their hearts were in a totally different 
place. Their leaders had allowed themselves to be lured into spiritual complacency, 
pride, immorality, and other worldly activities. They became blind to God's 
instructions and desires. Still, from this darkened place, God spoke hope and made 
promises for a bright future! Isaiah said it was like the potter and the clay God's people 
had decided the clay and the potter were equal. But God, the potter and creator, told 
the clay, His people, that they were misinformed. The clay cannot tell the potter what 
to do. 
 

Hope in Darkness - But in the middle of this doom and gloom message, God sowed 
the seeds of hope. God promised restoration to Jerusalem for a remnant of His people 
who followed Him. The damaged land, incorrect thinking, and injustices would be 
turned into fruitful harvests, healed hearts, and opened eyes and ears. There would be 
laughter, dancing, and smiles again, though the wicked would bow low and endure 
endless suffering. 
 

God's Promises - The real source of our blessing and help is the Lord—He always 
supplies. We bow down in humility as we acknowledge this truth, call Him holy, and 
abandon all other gods. Isaiah prophesied during a critical time in Judah's history, 
when there was very little to look forward to. Yet, through His prophet Isaiah, God 
proclaimed hope. His hope and His promises are for His children today as well. 
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

God gives hope to us as we give 
help to others 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 

When plunged in darkness and 
despair, Our only hope is in the 
Lord; Not once does He withhold 
His care, Or ever fail to keep His 
Word. —DJD 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

But he himself went a day’s  
journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a 
broom tree. And he prayed that 
he might die, and said, “It is 
enough! Now, Lord, take my life, 
for I am no better than my  
fathers!” 
                     (1 Kings 19:4 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", Nov 05, 1994) 
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NEXT WEEK 

Preaching Doom 
(Jeremiah 38:14-23) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 

False Profession of Faith (Isa 29:13-16) 

False because of not being sincere (13) 
Not sincere because of forsaking God’s commands 
(Isa 58:2) 
Not sincere because of not putting into practice 
their faith (Ezek 33:31) 
Not sincere because of man’s tradition (Matt 15:3) 
Not sincere because of hypocrisy (Ps 78:36) 
Not sincere because of turning to a different faith 
(Gal 1:6) 

False because of earthly wisdom (14-15) 
Earthly wisdom does not glorify God (Rom 1:20-
23) 
Earthly wisdom does not understand spiritual 
things (1 Cor 2:14) 
Earthly wisdom is of the devil (John 8:44) 
Earthly wisdom perverts the ways of God (Acts 
13:10) 

False because of pride (16) 
Because God detests the proud (Prov 16:5) 
Because pride keeps one from seeking God (Ps 
10:4) 
Because pride makes man think he is wise (Prov 
26:12) 
Because pride comes before destruction (Prov 
16:18) 

 
Future Prospect for Justice (Isa 29:17-21) 

Justice through fruitfulness (17) 
Fruitfulness through being committed to God (Ps 
37:3-7) 
Fruitfulness through walking the way of God (Deut 
5:33) 
Fruitfulness through working as for the Lord (Col 
3:23-24) 
Fruitfulness through being obedient to God's Word 
(James 1:25) 

Justice through insight (18) 
Insight that comes from righteous wisdom (Ps 
37:30) 
Insight that comes from the plans of the righteous 
(Prov 12:5) 
Insight that comes from doing right (Prov 21:3) 
Insight that comes through obedience (Ps 119:98-
100) 

 
 
 

 

Justice through humility (19) 
Humility through God’s grace (James 4:6) 
Humility before God (James 4:10) 
Humility by considering others interest before our 
own (Phil 2:2-4) 
Humility that comes from godly wisdom (James 
3:13) 

Justice through God’s judgment (20-21) 
God's judgment is based on truth (Rom 2:2) 
God's judgment judges in righteousness and justice 
(Ps 9:7-8) 
God's judgment is righteous in all His ways (Ps 
145:17) 
God's judgment is right (2 Thess 1:5) 

 
Faithful Promise of Hope (Isa 29:22-24) 

Hope for God’s redemption (22) 
Redemption of our bodies (Rom 8:23) 
Redemption through Jesus' blood (Eph 1:7) 
Redemption from the dominion of darkness (Col 
1:13-14) 
Redemption from the law (Gal 4:4-5) 

Hope because of God’s grace (23) 
God's grace is a gift (Eph 2:8) 
God's grace provides salvation to all men (Titus 
2:11) 
God's grace is a reason to rejoice and have hope 
(Rom 5:1-2) 
God's grace overflows (Rom 5:15) 

Hope through God’s word (24) 
Hope through God’s word by its encouragement 
(Rom 15:4) 
Hope through God’s word by its promise of 
salvation (Ps 119:81) 
Hope through God’s word by the gospel (Col 1:23) 
Hope through God’s word by it introducing a 
better hope (Heb 7:19)  
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