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Lesson Background and Introduction 

The prophet Jeremiah delivered God’s message to the nation of Judah from 627 until the 
mid-580s BC. That was roughly a century after the prophet Isaiah. Five kings reigned over 
Judah during Jeremiah’s ministry. Josiah, the first of these five, was righteous (2 Kings 23:25). 
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon replaced Jehoiachin with that man’s uncle, Mattaniah, 
renaming him Zedekiah in the process (24:17). Jeremiah was beaten and held in a dungeon 
cell for many days (Jeremiah 37:15-16). Zedekiah, however, summoned him from the 
dungeon and released him into the courtyard of the guard (37:21). There he continued to 
reveal the unpleasant things God told him (38:1-3). What other ministry of doom would we 
hold in such high esteem as Jeremiah’s? He was a failure by human standards: accused falsely 
instead of believed, persecuted by officials, betrayed by family. No one obeyed Jeremiah’s 
words. Even after his predictions about Zedekiah and Jerusalem were fulfilled, Jeremiah 
continued to be disbelieved and dismissed (Jeremiah 43:1-3). Yet from the standpoint of 
faith, the life of Jeremiah was successful by God’s standards. The contrast between him and 
Zedekiah could hardly be starker. Zedekiah was one whose mind wavered moment by 
moment as he tried to save his own skin in his own way. He had no meaningful faith, no 
courage, no enduring principles. All the while Jeremiah remained true to his calling, willing to 
deliver the word of God, even though he knew it could cost him dearly. He was open to 
God’s leading even through doubts, tears, and fears. Those are the marks of real success. 
Jeremiah is a book for today’s times. Christians too can expect the world to ignore our 
message and ridicule our convictions. We can expect hostility to arise in areas where the 
gospel is proclaimed boldly. In some nations, this results in loss of relevancy and influence. 
In others, it results in torture, rape, or beheading. Though Christ is with us always (Matthew 
28:20), Christian discipleship carries no guarantee of personal comfort or applause. But like 
Jeremiah, we must learn to see the world as God sees it and remain true to our calling. We 
must continually pray that we will speak the truth boldly (Ephesians 6:19-20).  
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Listen to God's Messengers - King Zedekiah, the ruler over Judah, sought to meet face to 
face with God's prophet, Jeremiah. This passage records the fourth and last time the two 
talked together before the Babylonian conquest. The king pleaded for Jeremiah to tell him 
the truth, so Jeremiah said that God was offering the king one last chance to repent. Jeremiah 
begged the king to listen to God! 
 

Behold Your God - Jeremiah praised the Lord Almighty, the covenant keeper of Israel, and 
told the king to stop fighting the Babylonians so his life would be spared and the city would 
not be burned to the ground. These Babylonians were serving God's judgment upon Judah. 
Fighting their army was equal to fighting God. But Zedekiah was afraid of the people, that 
they might blame him for the downfall of the city and punish him. He seemed more 
concerned about his honor than the welfare of the city. 
 

Listen and Obey - Jeremiah pleaded with Zedekiah to simply follow the voice of the Lord, 
but the king refused to listen. Listening is a discipline. It's sometimes hard to do person to 
person. It's even more complicated when attempting to quiet yourself and pay attention to an 

invisible God. But committing yourself to listen and obey the Lord results in things in your 
life going more smoothly. That does not mean no troubles whatsoever, but it does mean 

hearing a voice delivering the greatest wisdom for your life. Don't make Zedekiah's mistake.  
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
Man's ways lead to a hopeless end—
God's ways lead to endless hope 
 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 
The little choices we must make 
Will chart the course of life we take; 
We either choose the path of light or 
wander off in darkest night. —DJD 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 
18 For many walk, of whom I have 
told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies  
of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end 
is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their  
shame—who set their mind on earth-
ly things. 
                     (Phil 3:18-19 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", Aug 08, 1996) 

 

 

Series: Prophets Faithful 

            to God’s Covenant 
 

 

UNIT 3: Courageous    

Prophets of Change 
 

 

NEXT WEEK 

Preaching to the Exiles 
(Ezekiel 18:1-9, 30-32) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 
Seeking God to Avoid Doom (Jer 38:14-16) 

Seeking God’s Word (14) 
Seeking God’s Word because it is useful to equip (2 
Tim 3:16-17) 
Seeking God’s Word because it is trustworthy and 
true (2 Peter 3:5-7) 
Seeking God’s Word because it has the power of 
God (Rom 1:16-17) 
Seeking God’s Word because it is the sword of the 
Holy Spirit (Eph 6:17) 
Seeking God’s Word because it is living and 
enduring (1 Peter 1:23) 
Seeking God’s Word because it revives the soul (Ps 
19:7) 

Seeking God requires godly motives (15-16) 
Motives that are not for gain (Titus 1:11) 
Motives filled with love (1 Cor 13:1-3) 
Motives that have actions based on faith (James 
2:17-18) 
Motives with an upright motive and heart (Prov 
15:8) 
Motives of being a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1) 

God’s Word revealed (17-18) 
Revealed from God to man (Matt 16:17) 
Revealed through God’s hidden things to His 
children (Matt 11:25-26) 
Revealed through teaching those who listen to God 
(John 6:45) 
Revealed through His Holy Spirit (Eph 1:17-18) 
Revealed through giving an understanding (1 John 
5:20) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fear of Doom Causes Distrust of God (Jer 38:19-23) 

Fearing man versus God (19) 
Fear of man is not wise (Ps 56:11) 
Fear God because He can destroy the soul (Matt 
10:28) 
Fear and obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29) 
Fear of man more than God is a sin (1 Sam 15:24) 
Fear and please God rather than man (Gal 1:10) 

Fear is overcome by obedience (20) 
Obedience overcomes because of listening and 
having faith (2 Chron 20:20) 
Obedience overcomes because of repentance (Jer 
26:13) 
Obedience overcomes because of accepting God’s 
advice (Dan 4:27) 
Obedience overcomes through being willing to 
obey (Isa 1:19-20) 
Obedience overcomes because it proves faith 
genuine (1 Peter 1:7) 

Disobedience and distrust of God causes calamities (21-
23) 

Calamities because of being rebellious (Ezek 21:24) 
Calamities because of association with wicked 
people (Prov 24:21-22) 
Calamities because of rejection of God (Prov 1:24-
27) 
Calamities of banishment because of wickedness 
(Prov 14:32) 
Calamities because of God’s judgment of conduct 
(Ezek 7:24-27) 
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