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Lesson Background and Introduction 
Tension between Jews and Samaritans is an undercurrent in today’s lesson. Jews and Samaritans 
were religious and ethnic cousins, sharing a common ancestry and both loyal to the Law of Moses 
(compare John 4:5-26). After the northern kingdom’s exile, those remaining intermarried with the 
peoples that the conquerors resettled in the land. This mixture of different people and culture 
resulted in the Samaritans. The Old Testament traces the time line of these events from 2 Kings 
17 through Ezra 4 and Nehemiah 4 (compare Luke 9:51-56). The appearance of leprosy was a 
life-altering event that usually ended only with death. Biblical descriptions of leprosy are not 
precise enough to narrow it to any single skin condition known today. The term leprosy today is 
identified with Hansen’s Disease only—a slowly progressing bacterial infection that causes 
disfigurement and nerve damage. Life doesn’t get much worse than the fate of a person with 
leprosy in Jesus’ day: excluded from the community, required to be self-degrading in word and 
appearance, and destined to live with a slowly fatal and painful disease. It was a living death. Yet a 
heart of thankfulness survived in the Samaritan leper. He remains a worthy example of the 
biblical way to worship. He overcame the urgencies of his life to stop, turn around, and look at 
Jesus without being distracted. He let praise for God well up from his heart and be expressed in 
his words. He overcame tunnel vision of “what’s next” to adopt a worshipful posture. He gave 
thanks to the one who has healed him, claiming no credit for himself. God does not need our 
thanks. But he created us as beings who need to give thanks (1 Thessalonians 5:18). The 
unthankful life can become bitter and cold. The thankful heart will find peace and purpose in all 
circumstances. May we learn from the man who returned that even in the humblest of 
circumstances, there is nothing to prevent us from giving praise and thanks to God—nothing 
except our own selfish and stubborn hearts. May we recognize our spiritual poverty, ask for 
God’s mercy, and give praise and thanks when it arrives.  
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 

Be Clean - The laws God established in the Old Testament helped the nation of Israel spiritually 
but also helped them stay healthy. Many serious infectious diseases, like leprosy, could have 
devastated the nation. Once leprosy was diagnosed, the individuals lived in isolation, having to 
stay six feet away from other humans, shouting out "Unclean!" to announce their presence. They 
appeared in torn clothing, with disheveled hair, putting a hand over the lower part of their face, 
dying a slow but sure death. People harshly ridiculed these suffering individuals. God must be 
punishing those people to allow them to be inflicted with such a disease. 
 

Be Compassionate - Jesus dealt with this population much differently than His peers: He dared 
to touch them with His hands, and He healed their ravaged bodies. One time as He passed along 
the border of Samaria and Galilee, He encountered 10 lepers, Jews and a Samaritan. These groups 
had no dealings with one another, but because of their suffering, these men found camaraderie 
with each other. When they saw Jesus and the disciples, they kept their distance but shouted loud 
enough for Jesus to hear and understand their cry for help. Jesus understood. He instructed them 
to go to the priest and let him examine their bodies. This act of obedience proved their faith. As 
they went to the priests their bodies became whole again. 
 

Be Thankful - However, this is not the end of the story. One leper out of the 10—the 
Samaritan—returned to Jesus to fall at His feet and show his gratitude. He needed to recognize 
the source of his new quality of life. When Jesus asked where the others were, the man offered no 
answer, but Jesus assured him that the man's faith had made him whole in both the physical and 
spiritual sense. We may cry out to Jesus to heal our bodies, to fix our circumstances, to prosper 
us, but do we thank Him for all He has already done for us? The greatest healing He does is of a 
human heart.    
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

Gratitude should be a continuous 
attitude, not just an occasional 
incident 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

We thank You, Lord, for  
blessings You give us on our way; 
May we for these be grateful, and 
praise You every day  
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks  
to God the Father through Him 
                          (Col 3:17 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", June 28, 2006) 
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NEXT WEEK 

Power of the Gospel 

(Rom 1:8-17) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 

Seeking God's Mercy (Luke 17:11-13) 

Grateful that God will come when we need Him most 
(11-12) 

God will be there because He is our helper (Heb 
13:5-6) 
God will be there because He is always with us (1 
Chron 28:20) 
God will be there because He will never forsake 
us (Ps 37:25) 
God will be there because He upholds us (Isa 
41:10) 

Grateful for God's mercy (13) 
Because God is rich in mercy (Eph 2:4-5) 
Because God's mercy provides us a living hope (1 
Peter 1:3) 
Because God's mercy is there in our time of need 
(Heb 4:16) 
Because God's mercy endures forever (Ps 106:1) 

 

Cleansed Through Faithful Obedience  (Luke 
17:14) 

Grateful for God's guidance (14) 
Guidance into truth (John 16:13-15) 
Guidance by the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:18) 
Guidance into insight (Ps 119:99-100) 
Guidance into understanding (Ps 119:130) 
Guidance into wisdom (Prov 2:6) 

Gratefulness through obedience (14) 
Obedience that leads to righteousness (Rom 6:16) 
Obedience in love (2 John 1:6) 
Obedience that is better than sacrifices (1 Sam 
15:22) 
Obedience through putting God's words into 
practice (Matt 7:24-25) 
Obedience through living holy (1 Peter 1:14-16) 

 

Grateful Thankfulness (Luke 17:15-16) 

Gratefulness recognizes that God is the healer (15) 
God heals physically (Matt 14:14) 
God heals spiritually (Isa 53:5) 
God brings healing to those who humbly return 
to Him (2 Chron 7:14) 
God brings healing  because man needs healing 
(Matt 14:14) 

 
 
 

 
Gratefulness compels us to thank God (16) 

Thankful for all things (Phil 4:6) 
Thanksgiving for others (1 Tim 2:1) 
Thankful for God' kingdom (Heb 12:28) 
Thankful for God's indescribable gift (2 Cor 9:15) 
Thankful for God's promised heavenly 
inheritance (Col 1:12) 

 

Healing Through Faithfully Giving Glory to 
God (Luke 17:17-19) 

Gratefulness always brings us back to God (17) 
Back to God for pardon of sin (Isa 55:6-7) 
Back to God for salvation (Ezek 18:27) 
Back to God with all our heart (Joel 2:12) 
Back to God as part of examining our ways (Lam 
3:40) 
Back to God to find His grace and mercy (2 
Chron 30:9) 

Gratefulness motivates us to give God the glory (18) 
Give God the glory as part of our thanksgiving (2 
Cor 4:15) 
Give God the glory in all things (1 Cor 10:31) 
Give God the glory because His glory is over all 
the earth (Ps 57:5) 
Give God the glory because His glory is in His 
sanctuary (Ps 96:6) 
Give God the glory because He is the King of 
glory (Ps 24:7-10) 

Gratefulness motivates God to respond (19) 
God responds to the prayers of the righteous (Ps 
34:15-17) 
God responds to the needs of obedient servants 
(Isa 58:6-11) 
God responds to those who delight themselves in 
Him (Ps 37:4) 
God responds to those who obey Him (1 John 
3:21-22) 
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