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Lesson Background and Introduction 

While the psalmist was quite passionate about being in the Lord’s house, readers today may 
wonder whether such passion is fitting for Christians. To this we can answer yes in terms of 
the need to gather with other Christians (Matthew 18:20; Hebrews 10:25) while at the same 
time remembering that church buildings of the New Testament era are not equivalent to the 
temple of the Old Testament era. More than location, the psalmist’s heart was set on 
spending time with God. It was God’s presence that made the place of worship the sacred 
place that it was. While our houses of worship today bear little to no resemblance in form 
and function to the temple in Jerusalem, the psalmist’s longing to be in God’s presence still 
stands. But how seriously do we take the truth that we are always in God’s presence, given 
that we are the new-covenant temple? See 1 Corinthians 3:16–17; 2 Corinthians 6:16; and 
Ephesians 2:19–22. Christians long to be with Jesus and in his presence for eternity, and that 
is a good thing. But as we anticipate that great day, what a tragedy it would be to not draw on 
the good thing we have now: the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  
   

                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

The Levites - The sons of Korah became great leaders in choral and orchestral music during 
the reign of King David. These descendants of Kohath, the Levites, wrote 11 hymns 
recorded in the Book of Psalms (Pss. 42, 44-^9, 84—85, and 87—88). Each one of the poetic 
songs expresses a sweet spirit of humility and thanksgiving as well as a sincere devotion and 
longing to be in close fellowship with God. 
 

Delight in the Lord - The author of Psalm 84 started his writings by first stating two facts 
about the temple: it is beautiful, and it is loved by those who love God. His physical body 
stood far away from the symbolic building, yet his spiritual appetite longed to experience a 
nourishing fellowship with the true and living God. In the past, the psalmist lovingly 
observed birds nesting in the temple courts or perched near the altar. The building served as 
a place of refuge for the mother bird to give birth to her young. Also, the priest and Levites 
both lived and worked in the sacred building. This writer envied their privilege to engage 
closely with the Lord, working in His house while free from outside worries or sadness, a 
place of peace and quietness. 
 

Trust the Lord's Strength - Secondly, the psalmist declared that his strength comes from 
God alone. During his challenging time, the psalmist depended on the living water from a 
spiritual well, finding vigor and energy from his primary source—the living God. The 
sojourner grew stronger with each passing day, despite life's uncertainties and tears. He 
traveled with a definite destination in mind: a genuine meeting with God. 
 

God Our Confidence - Finally, the writer declared that his confidence is in the Lord. He 
concluded his prayer by repeating an earlier thought—time spent in God's presence is 
precious. The Lord extends His hands, offering His children grace, peace, and hope 
throughout eternity. Psalm 84 speaks to leaders in God's house today. Those in charge need 
to do more than offer programs, social connections, entertainment, excitement, or self-
improvement. Workers in God's house must arrange places and space for worshipers to meet 
with the Lord, enjoy being in His presence, and learn how to depend on Him utterly.    
 

                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

There’s no need to fear where 
you’re going when Jesus is going 
with you 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

When the journey seems long and 
dreary, dear Lord, help me to 
remember that You are traveling 
with me 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

And He said, My Presence will go 

with you, and I will give you rest 

                  (Exodus 33:14 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", Nov 10, 2018) 

 

 

Series: Celebrating God 
 

 

UNIT 3: Visions of Praise 
 

 

NEXT WEEK 

United in Praise 

(Rev 7:9-17) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
Presence in Our Every Location (Ps 84:1-4) 

In the Church congregation (1-2) 
A Congregation that overcomes (Matt 16:18-20) 
A Congregation that bears fruit (Col 1:5-6) 
A Congregation whose people are God's building (1 
Cor 3:9) 
A Congregation that is courageous and full of hope 
(Heb 3:6) 
A Congregation whose people are equipped for 
ministry (Eph 4:11-16) 

In the home (3-4) 
A home where witnessing starts (Luke 8:39) 
A home where the whole household can be saved 
(Acts 16:29-33) 
A home where evangelism can be spread (Acts 
21:8-9) 
A home where others can come to worship and 
pray (1 Cor 16:19) 
 

Presence in Our Lives (Ps 84:5-7) 

In our lives through God’s strengthening (5) 
Strength that comes from Jesus (Phil 4:13) 
Strength that God provides (1 Peter 4:11) 
Strength that God arms us with (Ps 18:32) 
Strength because God is with us wherever we go 
(Josh 1:9) 
Strength in our weakness (2 Cor 13:4) 
Strength in God's mighty power (Eph 6:10) 

In our lives through trials (6) 
Trials that purify (Job 23:10) 
Trials that influences obedience (Ps 119:67) 
Trials that aid in achieving eternal glory (2 Cor 4:17) 
Trials that should be expected in this life (1 Peter 
4:12) 
Trials that develop perseverance (James 1:2-3) 

In our lives through God’s presence (7) 
God's presence in our lives that is eternal (Ps 16:11) 
God's presence in our lives because it provides 
blessings (Ps 21:6) 
God's presence in our lives because of His unfailing 
love (Isa 54:10) 
God's presence in our lives because nothing can 
separate us (Rom 8:38-39) 
God's presence in our lives because it is a hiding 
place of refuge (Ps 31:20) 

 
 
 

 
Presence in Prayer (Ps 84:8-12) 

Prayers that seek God’s attentiveness (8) 
Attentive because God’s eyes are on the righteous 
(Ps 34:15) 
Attentive because God hears the cries for mercy (Ps 
130:2) 
Attentive because of humble and repenting people 
(2 Chron 7:14-15) 
Attentive because God hears the prayer of the 
righteous (Prov 15:29) 
Attentive because God listens to the godly (John 
9:31) 

Prayers that seek communion with God (9-10) 
Communion through walking with God (Lev 26:11-
12) 
Communion through God making His home with 
us (John 14:23) 
Communion through being the temple of God (2 
Cor 6:16) 
Communion with the faithful God (Zech 8:8) 

Prayers that seek God’s grace (11) 
Grace that comes by justification through faith 
(Rom 5:1-3) 
Grace that is a gift from God through Jesus (Rom 
5:15) 
Grace that increases as sin increases (Rom 5:20) 
Grace through whom a remnant has been chosen 
(Rom 11:5-6) 
Grace that is sufficient in weakness (2 Cor 12:9) 

Prayers communicated in trust (12) 
Trust God to lead us in the way of righteousness 
(Ps 139:23-24) 
Trust God and don't worry (Matt 6:25-27) 
Trust God by seeking His kingdom first (Luke 
12:29-31) 
Trust God because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7) 
Trust God by being patient and standing firm in the 
faith (James 5:7-8) 
Trust God by being convinced of His ability (2 Tim 
1:12) 
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