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Lesson Background and Introduction 

For David, the idea that he would help others based on his own remembrances and 
experiences is a running theme throughout today’s text. He showed kindness and justice 
to Mephibosheth, partly because David had pledged to do so but also because he had 
received the same from Jonathan. And David remembered the ordeals he suffered at the 
hands of an unpredictable Saul and sought to rectify the misdeeds of that predecessor. 
But most of all, as a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22), David 
sought to display in his kingship the characteristics of divine justice that were required of 
Israel as a whole. He knew that he must fear, serve, and love God with all his heart and 
soul (see Deuteronomy 10:12). The same is true today. We are called to remember the 
kindness that God has shown us, especially through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, 
and show that kindness to others. This may mean providing for the needs of others in 
our community; it could mean making restitution for wrongs that we did not commit. 
Justice and kindness call us to go beyond loving our friends to loving even those people 
who may be enemies (Matthew 5:43–48). In this way, we demonstrate the covenant 
kindness of our God. 
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 
 

Commitment - David and Jonathan, King Saul's son, established a close friendship. 
They committed themselves to each other in a binding promise. David promised 
Jonathan to extend kindness to anyone in Jonathan's family regardless of the long-
standing conflict between David and Jonathan's father, Saul. Once David became king, 
he remembered his commitment and asked Ziba, a servant in his administration, "What 
can I do for my earlier enemy?" David realized the graciousness of God in his life and 
desired to exemplify the same to others. 
 

Grace - David became king after both Jonathan and King Saul died, and the practice 
when a new administration took over the throne was to kill everyone in the old royal 
family. This kept anyone from initiating an uprising. David instead chose mercy. He 
realized the gracious hand of God in his life and desired to exemplify the same toward 
others. When David asked a servant, Ziba, who had served under King Saul, if anyone in 
the house of Saul was still alive, in need of help, Ziba told David about Mephibosheth, a 
cripple—Jonathan's son. Mephibosheth had been injured when his nurse, fearing for 
Mephibosheth's life, scooped him up and ran. In her haste, she dropped him. The fall left 
his legs paralyzed. The thinking was that King David would kill Mephibosheth if he 
found him. 
 

Mercy and Kindness - When David sent for Mephibosheth, the young man was 
terrified. He thought David wanted to wipe out every trace of Saul's family. So as soon as 
he walked into the royal palace, Mephibosheth fell on his face, ready to make a plea. But 
David assured Mephibosheth that despite David's conflict with Saul, he had extended 
love and friendship to Jonathan. The king planted his feet in the land of kindness rather 
than revenge. He turned an ugly situation from his past into something good, something 
wonderful.    
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

As beneficiaries of the immense 
kindness of God, may we look for 
opportunities to show intentional 
kindness toward others 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for 
the kindness You’ve shown me. 
Help me to lavish it on others 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Then the king said, “Is there not 
still someone of the house of 
Saul, to whom I may show the 
kindness of God?” And Ziba said 
to the king, “There is still a son of 
Jonathan who is lame in his feet.” 
                       (2 Sam 9:3 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", Dec 05. 2019) 
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NEXT WEEK 

Justice and Righteousness 

(Isaiah 9:2-7) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
Kindness Sought (2 Sam 9:1-4) 

Promise remembered (1) 
Remembered because promises must always be kept 
(Eccl 5:4) 
Remembered because promises must always be 
fulfilled (Deut 23:21) 
Remembered because promises must always be kept 
even when it hurts (Ps 15:2-4) 
Remembered because promises must never be make 
hastily or rashly (Prov 20:25) 
Remembered because God will demand completion 
(Deut 23:22-23) 

Seeking to help (2-3) 
Help others by having regard for the weak (Ps 41:1-3) 
Help others by sharing possessions (Acts 4:32-35) 
Help others by materially blessing through 
contributions to the poor (Rom 15:25-27) 
Help others by giving of ourselves first to God (2 Cor 
8:1-5) 
Help others by supplying their needs (2 Cor 9:12-13) 
Help others by continually being consistent in help 
(Heb 6:10) 

Acting on knowledge (4) 
Action through responding to daily opportunities 
(Matt 25:41-43) 
Action through providing physical needs versus just 
wishing them well (James 2:14-17) 
Action through putting God's word into practice 
(Luke 6:47-49) 
Action through not just being hearers of the word, 
but doers (Ezek 33:30-32) 
Action through being obedient (Matt 21:28-31) 

 

Kindness Shown (2 Sam 9:5-7) 

The call to kindness (5) 
Call to kindness because we are a part of God's 
chosen people (Col 3:12) 
Call to kindness that comes from the maturity of our 
faith (2 Peter 1:5-8) 
Call to kindness that comes from love (1 Cor 13:4) 
Call to kindness that is commanded (Eph 4:32) 
Call to kindness that is offered to everyone (1 Thess 
5:15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The attitude of humble kindness (6) 
Humility before God (James 4:10) 
Humility by considering others interest before ours 
(Phil 2:2-4) 
Humility that is not false (Col 2:17-19) 
Humility that comes from godly wisdom (James 3:13) 
Humility because saints should always have it (Eph 
4:2) 

The fulfillment of kindness (7) 
Be kind by respecting the poor (Ps 41:1-3) 
Be kind by providing food and shelter (Isa 58:6-7) 
Be kind by recognizing the wickedness of mistreating 
the poor (Dan 4:27) 
Be kind by aiding the poor (Matt 25:34-36) 
Be kind because it is more blessed to give than to 
receive (Acts 20:35) 

 

Kindness Secured (2 Sam 9:9-12) 

Secured through provisions and work (9-10) 
Provisions to have all that is needed (2 Cor 9:8) 
Provisions to do good works (Eph 2:10) 
Provisions to be generous (2 Cor 9:11) 
Provisions that come from God's hands (1 Chron 
29:14) 
Work that is done day and night (Isa 62:6-7) 
Work that must be completed (Col 4:17) 
Work that only a few truly accept (Luke 10:2-3) 
Work that requires endurance (2 Cor 6:4-10) 

Secured through acceptance (11) 
Acceptance through receiving God's word (1 Thess 
2:13) 
Acceptance through believing and being sealed by the 
Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13) 
Acceptance through the Gospel (Col 1:5-6) 
Acceptance through the sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit (2 Thess 2:13) 
Acceptance through correctly handling God's word (2 
Tim 2:15) 

Secured for whole household (12) 
Household secured because of hearing the message of 
God (Acts 11:13-14) 
Household secured because of believing in Jesus 
Christ (Acts 16:29-31) 
Household secured because of believing and being 
baptized (Acts 18:8) 
Household secured because of being citizens of God’s 
household (Eph 2:19)  
Household secured because of devoted service to 
God and the saints (1 Cor 16:15)  
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