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Lesson Background and Introduction 

Isaiah 9:2–7, today’s text, must be understood in the larger context of Isaiah 7-12. This 
section is often called The Book of Immanuel because of its focus on the promised 
blessing of God’s presence; “God with us” is the meaning of the word Immanuel (Isaiah 
7:14; 8:8-10; Matthew 1:23). The immediate need for that divine presence was a war that 
saw Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel in an alliance against Judah, the southern 
kingdom of divided Israel (Isaiah 7:1). In reaction, the prophet Isaiah brought a message 
of hope to Judah’s ungodly King Ahaz. The prophet encouraged Ahaz to trust the Lord 
in this matter. Isaiah even offered Ahaz a sign from the Lord (7:11). For some reason, 
Ahaz refused to ask for a sign (Isaiah 7:12). But the Lord gave the “house of David” 
(represented by Ahaz) a sign anyway: a child to be known as Immanuel (Isaiah 7:13-14). 
The people living before Jesus lived in a state of darkness. Spiritually, they walked around 
with hands outstretched, hoping not to run into something dangerous. Fear and anxiety 
lurked in that state of unpredictability and loss in a deadly game of hiding from God, 
trying to keep sins in darkness. We no longer live in the darkness, hands outstretched, 
hoping to avoid danger. We live in the light of Jesus’ sacrifice, which has illuminated our 
paths! What then will you do? Will you continue to live as though you have not seen the 
light? Will you leave little children in the dark, never trying to find them? The game only 
ends in victory when the light comes on and everyone is safe in God’s home.  
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 
 

God's Promise - God spoke through the prophet Isaiah to the Israelites who walked in 
spiritual darkness and idolatry. Although the people practiced religious rituals, when God 
looked at their hearts, He heard empty words, not heartfelt worship. In addition, they 
suffered the deep despair which accompanies constant war. Into this dark, tragic season, 
Isaiah delivered messages of warning, but also messages of hope. 
 

The Messiah - Isaiah's prophecies pointed to a Messiah. The promise of a Savior 
created rejoicing like the elation that comes from reaping a good harvest or winning a 
long bloody war. Isaiah promised that the light would come into a dark world. We know 
that Light to be Jesus. The responsibility of ruling the universe rests on Him. His name is 
Wonderful Counselor (a wonder, something extraordinary, incomprehensible advisor), 
the Mighty God (God in the flesh), the Everlasting Father (His reign knows no end), and 
the Prince of Peace (He brings lasting peace to the world). Messiah's ultimate reign is 
forever. 
 

Darkness to Light - Before people follow Christ and His light, they walk in darkness. 
Sin is their master; they are filled with doubt, disbelief, and ignorance prevails. Then, 
Christ comes into the heart, bringing salvation. He is the Light; He brings illumination to 
those who are depressed, gloomy, lonely, and afraid. We can see nothing in the dark. It's 
impossible to walk a path with no light. But Jesus shines, giving insight to our struggles, 
showing which way to turn, and when to stop. Like the brightness of the sun, we cannot, 
and should not, ignore Him and His guidance.     
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

The only permanent covering for 
sin is the blood of Christ 
 
 
 
 

COMMENT FOR THE WEEK: 

Jesus, the Lamb, sacrificed  
Himself and shed His blood. He 
makes us righteous, which places 
us in right relationship with God 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven, Whose sin is covered 
                       (Ps 32:1 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", Dec 17, 2016) 

 

 

Series: Justice, Law, History 
 

 

UNIT 2: God the Source of Justice 
 

 

 

WE WILL NOT HAVE 
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS 
FOR THE NEXT TWO 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

Justice through the Coming King (Isa 9:2-5) 
Justice through the light (2) 

The light that came to make God known (John 1:18) 
The light that reveals God to those He chooses (Luke 10:22) 
The light that came to make known eternal life (John 17:3) 
The light that came down from heaven (Luke 1:78-79) 
The light that came for revelation (Luke 2:29-32) 
The light that came for the Gentiles (Acts 26:22-23) 

Justice through joy (3) 
Joy expressed in praise and song (Ps 33:1-3) 
Joy expressed in our soul (Isa 61:10) 
Joy expressed in spite of circumstances (Hab 3:17-19) 
Joy expressed because the Bible tells us to do so (Phil 4:4) 
Joy expressed because we believe and love God (1 Peter 1:8) 

Justice through deliverance (4-5) 
Deliverance from Satan (Matt 6:13) 
Deliverance from deadly perils (2 Cor 1:10) 
Deliverance from troubles (Ps 34:19) 
Deliverance from trials (2 Peter 2:9) 
Deliverance from temptations by providing a way out (1 Cor 10:13) 

 
 
Righteousness through the Coming Child (Isa 9:6-7) 

Righteousness through the Child’s name (6) 
Blessed is the person who comes in the name of the Lord (Matt 21:9) 
It is belief in Jesus' Name that cancels condemnation (John 3:18) 
There is power present when gathered in the Name of Jesus (1 Cor 5:4) 
Justification comes through the Name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11) 
There should always be thanksgiving in the Name of Jesus (Eph 5:20) 
Do all things in the Name of Jesus  (Col 3:17) 
We are commanded to believe in the Name of Jesus (1 John 3:23) 

Righteousness through the Child’s government (7) 
A government where Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt 28:18) 
A government that was prophesied (Rom 15:12) 
A government that was given sovereign power (Dan 7:14) 
A government that God appointed Jesus Lord (Acts 2:36) 
A government that can never be destroyed (Dan 2:44) 
A government that is an inheritance (Col 1:11-14) 
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