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Lesson Background and Introduction 

The 14-year period 1980–1994 was bittersweet for the American judicial system as Operation 
Greylord began and ended. Greylord was the name of an undercover FBI investigation into 
alleged corruption in the judicial system in Cook County, Illinois. The “bitter” part was that 
the allegations proved to be true. In the end, 15 judges were convicted on various counts of 
bribery, mail fraud, racketeering, income-tax violations, etc. Moses himself appointed the first 
judges (Exodus 18:24–26), but no formalized program existed for training to become a judge 
in the Israel of Moses’ day (about 1447 BC). There was a certain kind of “bar exam” that an 
individual had to pass before being appointed to judge. Work toward a just system begins by 
acknowledging the need for four distinct kinds of justice: (1) distributive justice to ensure 
economic fairness (see Deut 24:14–15; 2 Thess 3:10; James 5:4), (2) restorative justice to 
require restitution by an offender (see Exodus 22:1–15; Luke 12:58–59; 18:3–5; 19:8), (3) 
retributive justice to punish offenders because they deserve it (Deut 25:2; Rom 13:4–5), and 
(4) procedural justice for ensuring fairness in application of rules by due process (see Exodus 
23:3; James 2:1–9). The fourth of these is the starting point, the one the other three depend 
on as a prerequisite. Humans have a duty to work for all four, but our work begins with the 
fourth. This obligation has been unchanged since today’s lesson text was penned. Our efforts 
here form part of the salt and light that Jesus commanded us to be (see Matt 5:13–16). We 
do so as citizens of the kingdom that is “not of this world” (John 18:36), as we honor the 
ruler of that heavenly kingdom. Whereas previous lessons on justice have examined justice 
alongside various qualities such as kindness and righteousness, today’s lesson considers 
justice alongside some of those officials who were supposed to administer it in Old 
Testament Israel, namely, judges and priests.  
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Moses' father-in-law, Jethro, visited as the Israelites traveled to the Promised Land. He 
observed how Moses listened to the people's disputes day and night. Jethro warned Moses he 
was going to wear himself out if he didn't get help. Jethro said to divide the work, to appoint 
judges to help. Moses followed Jethro's advice and appoint several judges over the people. 
 

Honesty and Fairness - Other officers held the responsibility to keep the official records 
and genealogies. They advised the judges, making sure the decisions were carried out. Those 
who called themselves judges and officers stood out as honest men. God expected them not 
to twist the law or commit any injustices. They needed to hold those under their authority 
with respect. They must not hold out for friends, relatives, or the wealthy, then hold back fair 
sentences for the poor, oppressed, and the foreigners. On some decisions, the judges ruled. 
But in weightier matters— murder, claims of property, injury and assault cases—priests and 
Levites made the decisions. This court had no appeals. Before the fall of Israel and Judah, 
corruption took place in the courts. Those with special places of authority favored the rich 
and robbed the poor. The wealthy owned much of the land, and the impoverished souls 
suffered. The leaders didn't recognize God and His laws (Isa. 1:21-26; Amos 5:9-15). 
 

Acknowledge the Bible - Today, while the Bible is not the book many people look to for 
guidance, we who follow the Lord stand on its truths. Acting in accordance with the 
Scriptures might not be popular in secular culture but doing so will stand the test of time 

when all people answer to the Lord.      
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

Be slow to judge others 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Heavenly Father, please help me 
be quicker to console or  
encourage, and slower to judge 
someone else 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Judge not, that you be not judged 
                       (Matt 7:1 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", June 19, 2018) 

 

 

Series: Justice, Law, History 
 

 

UNIT 3: Justice and Adversity 
 

 

 

NEXT WEEK 

Nathan Condemns David 

(2 Sam 12:1-9, 13-15) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

Requirements and Appointment of Judges (Deut 
16:18-20) 

Requirement of being just (18) 
The Just are honest and cannot be shaken (Ps 15:2-
5) 
The Just are judged by God and is pleased if they 
have integrity (1 Chron 29:17) 
The Just are guided by Integrity (Prov 11:3) 
The Just must be trustworthy (Luke 16:11-12) 
The Just do not judge by appearances, but by 
righteousness (John 7:24) 

Requirement of having integrity (19) 
Integrity sets a good example for others (Titus 2:7) 
Integrity protects and provides hope (Ps 25:21) 
Integrity helps our lifestyle to be secure (Prov 10:9) 
Integrity is guarded by righteousness (Prov 13:6) 
Integrity keeps one from being punished (Prov 
17:26) 

Requirement of obedience (20) 
Obedience is better because it delights God (1 Sam 
15:22) 
Obedience leads to righteousness (Rom 6:16) 
Obedience leads to the praise of God by others (2 
Cor 9:13) 
Obedience keeps us remaining in God's love (John 
15:10) 
Obedience leads to the reward of blessings (Deut 
28:1-6) 
Obedience brings the reward of freedom (James 
1:25) 

 
Settlement of Judgments (Deut 17:8-13) 

Settlement between people (8) 
Settlement between people should be separated by 
simple and difficult (Exodus 18:26) 
Settlement between people be divided between 
judges to solve workloads (Deut 1:13-17) 
Settlement between people should start with a 
warning then comes punishment (2 Chron 19:10) 
Settlement between people should have multiple 
steps to resolve (Matt 18:15-18) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Settlement by priest (9) 
Settlement by priest because God commanded it 
(Hag 2:11) 
Settlement by priest because they are messengers of 
God (Mal 2:7) 
Settlement by priest because God is also present 
(Deut 19:17) 
Settlement by priest because they are charged to 
keep the law (Ezek 44:24) 

Settlement acceptance (10-11) 
Acceptance of settlement because God established 
authorities as His servants (Rom 13:1-6) 
Acceptance to be obedient to God (Titus 3:1) 
Acceptance because God uses authorities to punish 
the wicked and commend the righteous (1 Peter 
2:13-15) 
Acceptance because God knows how to rescue the 
godly and punish the unrighteous (2 Peter 2:9-10) 
Acceptance because defying authorities is slandering 
God’s power (Jude 1:9-11) 

Settlement when there is disobedience (12-13) 
Disobedience caused by bad choices (Prov 1:29-31) 
Disobedience causes one to not be in the will of 
God (Jer 18:9-10) 
Disobedience causes one to not know God (Titus 
1:16) 
Disobedience causes one to be stubborn and to 
forsake God's word (Jer 9:13-14) 
Disobedience causes one to violates God's 
covenant (Deut 17:2-5) 
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