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Lesson Background and Introduction 

After decades of immoral worship, in contradiction to the words of God’s prophets, 
Jerusalem (the capital of Judah) was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC (2 Chronicles 
36:14–20). During this conquest, Solomon’s temple was destroyed and the people of Judah 
were exiled. The book of Ezra described two waves of Jewish captives returning to their 
homeland. It is extremely important for understanding the book of Ezra to distinguish 
between the two waves. The first took place in about 538 BC after Cyrus, king of Persia and 
conqueror of Babylon, decreed that captives could return to Jerusalem to build a temple 
(Ezra 1:2; compare 2 Chronicles 36:22–23). Today’s lesson focuses on those who returned to 
Judah in 458 BC, 80 years after the first return. This return was led by Ezra, an expert in 
God’s law, whose life focused on proper worship of God. In the midst of their captivity, the 
foundation that undergirded the actions of Ezra and his people was their faith in God and 
hope to return to their homeland. Leaders must cast vision and invite others to see that 
vision similarly. Leaders must address immediate decisions, favors, or requests made to them 
by their followers. By reading widely, listening to the advice of experts, and preparing for all 
possible scenarios, thoughtful and successful leaders are able to face a variety of challenges. 
Ezra flourished as a leader because he focused on what really mattered: the wisdom of God 
and law of God. He studied God’s Word and law in order that he might teach and lead Israel 
well. Because of his determination in study, combined with his priestly background, Ezra 
showed to be the most capable leader for Israel’s return to Jerusalem. He became an example 
to following generations of a God-focused leader. The primary goals of his life were to study, 
to do, and to teach God’s Word! Is Ezra a model for you?  
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Reconstruction of the Law - The builders completed the temple in Jerusalem, but the 
people's spiritual condition needed help. Ezra wanted to make the four-month journey from 
Persia to Jerusalem to teach the people God's ways. He was a direct descendent of Aaron, 
which qualified him to be a priest in the temple. He was also well-trained as a scribe. Ezra's 
role was to bring the hearts of the people back to God through the revealed Word of God. 
However, the Persian king, Artaxerxes, had to approve anyone traveling. The Lord gave Ezra 
favor in the king's eyes, so Ezra set out with God's hand of protection and blessing over his 
travels. 
 

God's Teacher - God put it into the king's heart to grant Ezra everything he required for his 
trip to Jerusalem and more. Ezra possessed full authority to discern the state of Judah and 
Jerusalem according to God's law. Artaxerxes believed that satisfying the gods of the people 
in the conquered territories surrounding Persia was a benefit to the empire. Ezra collected 
money from the king and from the Jewish exiles who remained in Persia. He carried the 
papers giving him permission and the authority to appoint judges. These leaders punished 
anyone breaking the rules. By the time Ezra arrived from Persia, the Jews had resided in the 
land for about 60 years. The Scripture describes Ezra as a man faithful to the Lord. He 
saturated himself in God's Word and guided his life according to its truths. Ezra knew the 
law and lived it out. Therefore, the people listened to him, respecting him as an effective 
teacher. 
 

God's Light - David called God's Word a lamp to our feet and a light for our path (Ps. 
119:105). Just as Ezra committed himself to study God's Word, we too should apply it and 
teach it. This ought to be our goal as His children. 
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

We are never out of God’s sight 
and His loving care 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Dear Father in heaven, thank You 
for watching over me in love and 
guiding me along Your path today 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

I will instruct you and teach you 
in the way you should go; I will 
guide you with My eye 
                        (Ps 32:8 NKJV) 
 

(from "Our Daily Bread", Feb 01, 2017) 
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UNIT 3: Justice and Adversity 
 

 

 

NEXT WEEK 

Bildad Misspeaks  

God’s Justice 

(Job 8:1-10, 20-22) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

Ezra’s Qualifications (Ezra 7:1-10) 

Levite priest (1-5) 
Priests should be from the tribe of Levi (Deut 21:5) 
Priests should be anointed and consecrated (Exodus 28:41) 
Priests presented sacrifices and offerings to God (Lev 1:7) 
Priests could judge the people of Israel (Deut 17:9) 
Priests addressed the people for God  (Deut 20:2) 

Scribe in the Law (6) 
Scribes were learned in matters of the Law (Ezra 7:11) 
Scribes were teachers of the Law (Ezra 7:21) 
Scribes were skillful writers (Ps 45:1) 
Scribes were keepers of Books of Law (Neh 8:1) 

Guided by the Hand of God (7-9) 
The Hand of God fulfills requests (Neh 2:8) 
The Hand of God is full of grace (Neh 2:18) 
The Hand of God protects (Ezra 8:31) 
The Hand of God provides knowledge (Isa 66:14) 
The Hand of God brings people into salvation (Acts 11:20-21) 

Obedient teacher (10) 
Teachers should always teach sound doctrine (Titus 2:1) 
Teachers should speak what they know and have seen from God (John 3:10-12) 
Teachers must have first been taught (Rom 2:17-21) 
Teachers are appointed by God (1 Cor 12:28) 
Teachers should be qualified (2 Tim 2:2) 

 

Law’s Requirements (Ezra 7:23-26) 

Obedience (23-24) 
Obedience leads to righteousness (Rom 6:16) 
Obedience leads to the praise of God by others (2 Cor 9:13) 
Obedience keeps us remaining in God's love (John 15:10) 
Obedience leads to the reward of blessings (Deut. 28:1-6) 
Obedience brings the reward of freedom (James 1:25) 

Judgments (25) 
Expect judgment for stubbornness and unrepentant hearts (Rom 2:5) 
Expect judgment because all must appear before the judgment seat of God (2 Cor 5:10) 
Expect judgment because it is destined for man to face judgment (Heb 9:27) 
Expect judgment, but know that God knows how to rescue the godly (2 Peter 2:9) 
Expect judgment with confidence because of love (1 John 4:17) 

Penalties for disobedience (26) 
Penalty of possible imprisonment (Matt 5:25) 
Penalty of God's punishment (2 Thess 1:8) 
Penalty of being ostracized (2 Tim 3:1-5) 
Penalty of being judged by God (James 4:11-12) 
Penalty of sin (James 4:17) 
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