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Lesson Background and Introduction 

Isaiah had the most direct association with two kings of Judah: Ahaz (Isaiah 7:1–17) and 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 19–20; Isaiah 38). Hezekiah was a faithful follower of the Lord. Judah 
prospered at first, but then was devastated militarily by a king of Assyria, Sennacherib (2 
Kings 18:13–16). The exile that had befallen northern Israel in 722 BC was also to befall 
Judah, but not at the hands of the Assyrians. Isaiah 39:5–6 predicts a captivity in Babylon. 
(Isaiah 36–39 runs parallel to 2 Kings 18:13–20:19.) Isaiah wrote as though Babylon had 
already conquered Judah, but his prophecies predated Babylon’s existence as an empire by 
about 150 years. Israel can be likened to waiting for justice that never seemed to be within 
reach. Advancements in DNA technology became the antidote to the “magic” of all the 
circumstances that allowed the killer to go unpunished for so many years. But no amount of 
luck or skill would prevent Babylon’s fall, just as it did not prevent the murderer’s conviction. 
God is not surprised at what happens among and within the nations of the world. Every 
group of people falls under God’s jurisdiction, and he can use any and all nations to fulfill his 
purposes. We Christians do well to remember and trust that God sees the injustice and 
violence around us and has a plan to right all wrongs. Though our enemies may never see the 
error of their ways or repent, we know our faith in God is not misplaced and will result in 
our seeing his plan come to fruition. Faith in anything else results in disappointment and 
misplaced priorities. May we trust His timing and wait patiently for the day He destroys 
wickedness once and for all. His promises are steadfast.     
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 

Trusting in the Wrong Thing - This Babylonian nation placed its trust in the wrong god 
and worldly philosophies. Isaiah pointed out several reasons for their destruction. The 
Babylonians cruelly oppressed the Jewish nation (Isa. 47:6). They looked down on other 
territories bragging that they could never be brought low (47:7). The pagan country relied on 
their false beliefs, religious rituals rooted in demonic activity. Babylon became known for its 
sorcery and magic. When the Babylonian kings made significant decisions, they called in the 
so-called wise men, well versed in divination. The nation prided itself in sorcerers supposedly 
with the ability to tell the future. But the authorities before the monarch proved to be less 
reliable than the weatherman, ignorant about the future. 
 

No Trust in God - The Lord's prophet attempted to tell Babylon only the heavenly Father 
knows about upcoming events. Even if the so-called wise men reported the approaching 
calamity correctly, they were helpless to keep it from happening. Isaiah prophesied, in 
sarcasm, challenging the Babylonians to call on their false belief system to save them when 
the Medes and Persians surrounded the city. Call on them now, Isaiah taunted. But history 
records the truth; the nation was conquered. No one withstood God's judgment. 
 

Trust in God Today - Sadly, the Babylonians do not stand alone in their proud, self-
centered thinking. Today, countless people read their horoscope daily, call psychic hotlines, 
go to fortunetellers, and use other such methods to govern their decisions. They refuse to 
believe the Bible, ignore Christ, and mix unbiblical truths with Christianity. Like the pagan 
nations, there is a day of reckoning for these kinds of actions. The outcome is not going to 
be good. The Scriptures plainly state, those who ignore God and His instructions, looking to 
human-made, demonic philosophies, will pay the price. As believers, the question always 
needs to be in the forefront: Who and what we are trusting?        
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

How do you handle the painful 
situations in your life? 
 
 

COMMENT FOR THE WEEK: 

We might have expected Jeremiah 
to reject God in the face of such 
suffering. Instead, he urged the 
survivors, “Pour out your heart 
like water in the presence of the 
Lord. Lift up your hands to Him 
for the lives of your children” 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

My eyes fail with tears, My heart 
is troubled; My bile is poured on 
the ground Because of the  
destruction of the daughter of my 
people, Because the children and 
the infants faint in the streets of 
the city 
                      (Lam 2:11 NKJV) 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Feb 06, 2020) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

Destruction Because of Wickedness (Isa 47:10-11) 
Wickedly trusting in worldly wisdom (10) 

Worldly wisdom does not glorify God (Rom 1:20-23) 
Worldly wisdom does not understand spiritual things (1 Cor 2:14) 
Worldly wisdom is of the devil (John 8:44) 
Worldly wisdom perverts the ways of God (Acts 13:10) 
Worldly wisdom is sensual, comes from ungodly lusts, and causes divisions (Jude 17-19) 
 

Wickedness brings troubles (11) 
Troubles of detestable practices (Ezek 6:11-13) 
Troubles that deserves destruction (Ps 94:23) 
Troubles that reaps God’s fury (Prov 22:8) 
Troubles of forsaking God (Jer 2:19) 

 
 
 
Destruction Because of Ungodly Counsel (Isa 47:12-13) 

Ungodly counsel from sorcery (12) 
Sorcerers who try to turn others from God (Acts 13:8) 
Sorcerers who try to imitate godly actions (Exodus 7:11) 
Sorcerers who eventually confess God as the supreme power (Exodus 8:18-19) 
Sorcerers who consult the dead (Isa 8:19) 
Sorcerers whose actions God will cause to fail (Isa 19:3) 
 

Ungodly counsel from astrologers (13) 
Astrologers whose wisdom cannot provide answers (Dan 5:7-9) 
Astrologers who do evil in the sight of God (Deut 17:2-3) 
Astrologers who worship starry hosts (2 Kings 21:3) 
Astrologers whose actions are considered detestable to God (Ezek 8:15-16) 
 

Ungodly counsel from idol worshippers (14) 
Idolatry is forbidden by God (Deut 5:7-9) 
Idolatry is exchanging God's truth for a lie (Rom 1:25) 
Idolatry must be avoided (1 Cor 10:14) 
Idolatry is participating with demons (1 Cor 10:18-22) 
 

Ungodly counsel leads to destruction (15) 
Destruction because of opposing God (Exodus 15:7) 
Destruction like a consuming fire (Ps 83:13-14) 
Destruction in the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1-5) 
Destruction because of arrogance and evil deeds (Mal 4:1) 
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