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Lesson Background and Introduction 

It must have been great news to the Israelites that their time of punishment would draw to 
an end. After decades of suffering and humiliation, they received a new lease on life. But with 
that new lease on life came a reminder of a larger purpose. We may compare this with a 30-
year-old person who has lived selfishly for most of life before coming to the Lord. When 
Jesus delivers him or her from self-centeredness and grants forgiveness, it is tempting for the 
person to focus almost exclusively on being grateful to Jesus. The person may even meet 
weekly with fellow believers to express gratitude for God’s deliverance. But to do only this is 
too small a thing for God’s people. God does not set apart a people for himself merely to 
have them praise him for setting them apart. He set us apart so we may join his mission of 
proclaiming his reign to the entire world (Matthew 28:19, 20). What God requires is for us to 
be his hands and feet on this earth, to grant a dying world a life-giving glimpse of his eternal 
reign. To neglect this task is to neglect our reason to be. The church, like ancient Israel, exists 
for the world. At the right time, God sent Jesus to earth to offer salvation to all who accept 
him as Lord and Savior (Romans 5:6-8; Galatians 4:4-5). The call is to those who are in our 
families and communities and also in far distant villages we will never visit or even know 
exist. Our responsibility in the time of salvation is twofold: to proclaim the good news to all 
(Matthew 28:18-20) and to worship God with all creation. We are comforted, and we 
experience mercy. Therefore sing to God! And spread the good news throughout the earth. 
 

                                                                                        (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 
 

Savior - Isaiah's prophecy pointed to the Savior, Jesus, being born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14). God 
sent Him to fulfill His plans and purposes. Jesus was already given the name Immanuel—
Savior, Redeemer of all humanity. 
 

Truth - The Father delivered His message through Christ. Isaiah described Jesus' mouth as a 
sharp two-edged sword and a weapon used to discern and pierce the hearts of men. The 
Father protected the Son as He spoke the truth and exposed the inner motivations of men. 
 

Trust - For 30 years, Jesus stayed out of the limelight, but at a specific, appointed time, He 
came forth and announced Himself as the Son of God. Isaiah compared the Savior's ministry 
to a polished, well-oiled arrow. An arrow is swift, decisive; it travels far with a specific target 
in view. Similarly, Messiah came ready to address the world's needs, just at the right time. 
 

Redemption - One of God's main objectives in sending His Son was to bring His wayward 
people back to Himself. Initially, Jesus ministered almost exclusively to the Jews. God used 
the nation as His instrument to bring forth Jesus and also spread the Gospel, but many Jews 
rejected Him. At the end, when Jesus returns to Earth, every knee will bow, and all will 
acknowledge Him as God's chosen. 
 

Light - In the Old Testament, God made a covenant with the Jewish nation. When Jesus 
arrived, He fulfilled all things concerning Him. Jesus went about His Father's business, 
setting the enslaved free from sickness, oppression, demonic forces, legalism, and sin. God 
doesn't forget anyone. He wants to gather the lost from every corner of the world. If your 
way seems dark right now, be encouraged. God has sent Jesus, the Messiah, to light your 
way.        
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

Redemption is always a  
miraculous work of God 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Dear Jesus, thank You for loving 
us so much You died to bring us 
into a relationship with You 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

And it shall come to pass that 
whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved 
                      (Acts 2:21 NKJV) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
Redemption through the Calling of God (Isa 49:1-3) 

Called before being born (1) 
Called by God who chose us before the creation (Eph 
1:4-5) 
Called according to God's purpose (Rom 8:28-29) 
Called by grace (Rom 11:2-5) 
Called through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit 
(2 Thess 2:13) 
Called through God's predestination and justification 
(Rom 8:30) 

Called to be sustained by God (2) 
God sustains from birth (Ps 71:6) 
God sustains through a willing spirit (Ps 51:12) 
God sustains because He will never forsake His own 
(Ps 55:22) 
God sustains because He promised to do so (Ps 
119:116) 
God sustains because He always finishes what He 
starts (Phil 1:6) 

Called to glorify God (3) 
Glorify God through unity (Rom 15:5-6) 
Glorify God through living a godly life (1 Peter 2:12) 
Glorify God through doing good works (Matt 5:16) 
Glorify God in our bodies (1 Cor 6:20) 
Glorify God through suffering for Christ (1 Peter 4:16) 

 
Redemption through the Strengthening of God (Isa 
49:4-5) 

Strengthened for work (4) 
Work with sincerity of heart and with all the ability 
that God provides (Eph 6:5-8) 
Work that God created us to do (Eph 2:10) 
Work so that we can share with those in need (Eph 
4:28) 
Work should be done prompted by love and produced 
by faith (1 Thess 1:3) 
Work so we don't depend on others (1 Thess 4:11-12) 

Strengthened to serve (5) 
Serve by helping God's people (Heb 6:10) 
Serve faithfully (1 Cor 4:1-2) 
Serve by being God's fellow worker (1 Cor 3:8-9) 
Serve as serving God (Eph 6:7) 
Serve by using the gifts God has provided (1 Peter 
4:10) 

 
Redemption through Witnessing For God (Isa 49:6-7) 

Witness about restoration (6) 
Restoration that cannot be hindered by distance (Deut. 
30:4) 
Restoration that proves God's grace (2 Chron. 30:9) 
Restoration that is promised (Acts 3:21) 
Restoration of the soul (Psalm 23:3) 
Restoration of joy (Psalm 51:12) 
Restoration of God's pleasure (Psalm 85:4) 

 

 
Witness about salvation (6) 

Salvation through the gospel (Rom 1:16) 
Salvation through repentance (2 Cor 7:10) 
Salvation sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13) 
Salvation through sanctification by the Holy Spirit (2 
Thess 2:13) 
Salvation through the renewal by the Holy Spirit 
(Titus 3:5) 

Witness because of being chosen (7) 
Chosen to bear fruit (John 15:15-16) 
Chosen by grace (Rom 11:5) 
Chosen in Jesus (Eph 1:11) 
Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God (1 
Peter 1:2) 
Chosen to be a royal priesthood belonging to God (1 
Peter 2:9-10) 

 
Redemption through the Restoration of God (Isa 49:8-
13) 

Restoration in God’s timing (8) 
Timing that is always at the right time (Rom 5:6) 
Timing where God always has a chosen remnant (Rom 
11:5) 
Timing that is according to God's good pleasure (Eph 
1:8-10) 

Restoration through God’s provisions (9-10) 
Provisions through God using others (2 Cor 8:14) 
Provisions through God's supplying directly (2 Cor 
9:10) 
Provisions that should evoke thanksgiving to God (2 
Cor 9:12) 
Provisions through God's glorious riches (Phil 4:19) 

Restoration through God’s gathering (11-12) 
A gathering that God longs for His people (Matt 
23:37) 
A gathering of God’s people for redemption (Ps 107:2-
3) 
A gathering of God’s people one by one (Isa 27:12) 
A gathering of all groups and types of God’s people 
into one (Isa 56:8) 

Restoration that brings joy (13) 
Joy through the refreshing of God (Acts 3:19) 
Joy through liberation (Rom 8:19-21) 
Joy through reconciliation (2 Cor 5:17-20) 
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