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Lesson Background and Introduction 

The previous lesson ended with Isaiah 49:13, and great joy was predicted to be expressed 
(compare 51:3). Gentiles in all directions would rejoice as the Lord comforted his people. 
Five verses later is where this study begins. Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would conceive 
and bear a son (Isaiah 7:14). That passage is cited in Matthew 1:22-23 as fulfilled in the 
birth of Jesus. The fulfillment was 700 years away. That same child would grow up to fulfill 
many other prophecies of Isaiah, not least the prophetic expectations linked to a person 
referred to as the suffering servant. Our text comes from the second Servant Song. To 
show his attention God assured Zion that the ones who had mistreated his people by 
taking them away were leaving. This provided opportunity for God’s children to hurry to 
return (49:14–17). God had promised a return, and he also said that Jerusalem and the cities 
of Judah would be rebuilt (Isaiah 44:26). At least some of the people in captivity were aware 
of the passages in Isaiah about a deliverer named Cyrus, and that the captivity would last 
about 70 years (Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10). It is definite that Daniel was aware of the prophecy 
of Jeremiah (Daniel 9:2). At the right time, God sent Jesus to earth to offer salvation to all 
who accept him as Lord and Savior (Romans 5:6-8; Galatians 4:4-5). The call is to those 
who are in our families and communities and also in far distant villages we will never visit 
or even know exist. Our responsibility in the time of salvation is twofold: to proclaim the 
good news to all (Matthew 28:18–20) and to worship God with all creation. We are 
comforted, and we experience mercy. Therefore sing to God! And spread the good news 
throughout the earth.  
 

                                                                                        (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Gather - The later chapters in Isaiah aroused a significant difference of opinion among 
interpreters. In this particular chapter, Isaiah called for several gatherings: first, to see the 
Babylonian exiles return and rebuild the ruined city of Jerusalem; second, to observe the 
Gentiles becoming believers; and finally, to take note of the kings and princes honoring and 
referencing the true God. 
 

Rebuild - The exiles returning from Babylon come home to ruins, a land the Babylonian 
military had destroyed. But Isaiah offered hope; one day, the city and temple will flourish, 
and it did. The people eventually rebuilt their communities and the temple. But some 
scholars believe the author is also referring to the end times because so many are coming to 
know the true God and a vast multitude of believers is returning to Israel. 
 

Enjoy - Throughout history, God has invited the Gentile nations to enjoy His blessings 
and be a part of the true religion (Isa. 11:11). The picture is of God's acceptance of the 
Gentiles and waving a high flag to Israel to come over here and bring your children. God is 
beckoning to people in distant nations and the Jewish believers alike to come to the true 
and living God. Together they come, establish friendships, and worship the true God. 
 

Rest - Although this chapter is complicated, Isaiah wants to convey an important message 
from the Father. When the heavens appear quiet, and the Father God seems inattentive, do 
not be discouraged. The Father hears all cries. He has stationed an active but unseen army 
of angels all around. His activities may not always be understood by us, but His invisible 
hand is always moving with great power, bringing to pass His plans and purposes.        
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 

God’s People Shall Prosper 

Isaiah 49:18-23 

Lesson Leaders: 
 

Pastor Mike Gonzales 

 
 
 

Class Leaders: 
 

Inreach: Pat Hester 
 

Deacon:  C M Hester 

June 19, 2022 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 

 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

God never gives up on His love 
and purposes for our lives 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Lord, so often we feel trapped by 
our mistakes, thinking there’s no 
future left for us. Remind us that 
you are the God of Jacob, the 
God who will never gives up on 
Your purposes for us 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Being confident of this very thing, 
that He who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it until 
the day of Jesus Christ 
                      (Phil 1:6 NKJV) 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", June 18, 2018) 

 

Series: Partners in a  

New Creation 
 

UNIT 1: God Delivers  

                and Restores 
 

NEXT WEEK 

God Offers Deliverance 

(Isaiah 51:1-8) 

 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 
 

Prospering through God’s Promises (Isa 49:18-21) 
 

Promise of God’s clothing (18) 
Clothed with salvation (Isa 61:10) 
Clothed with Jesus Christ (Gal 3:27) 
Clothed to not gratify the sinful nature (Rom 13:14) 
Clothed with immortality (1 Cor 15:54) 

 

Promise of God’s delivering (19) 
Deliverance through redemption (Rom 8:23) 
Deliverance through transformation (Phil 3:20-21) 
Deliverance through trust (2 Cor 1:10) 
Deliverance through righteousness (Ps 34:19) 
Deliverance because God knows how to deliver (2 Peter 2:9) 

 

Promise of adequate shelter (20-21) 
Shelter from trouble (Ps 32:7) 
Shelter of God’s tabernacle (Ps 27:5) 
Shelter of God’s presence (Ps 31:20) 
Shelter in the shadow of God (Ps 91:1) 

 
 
Prospering through God’s Blessings (Isa 49:22-23) 

 

Blessing of sustainment (22) 
God sustains by upholding those who fall (Ps 37:23-24) 
God sustains from birth (Ps 71:6) 
God sustains through a willing spirit (Ps 51:12) 
God sustains because He will never forsake His own (Ps 55:22) 
God sustains because He promised to do so (Ps 119:116) 
God sustains because He always finishes what He starts (Phil 1:6) 

 

Blessing of honorable hope (23) 
Hope because God is the God of hope (Rom 15:13) 
Hope because God is faithful (Heb 10:23) 
Hope because that is what faith is all about (Heb 11:1) 
Hope because we have a living hope (1 Peter 1:3) 
Hope because of belief in God (1 Peter 1:21) 
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