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Lesson Background and Introduction 

Following the Babylonian captivity, Jewish idolatry was never a serious problem again 
(though of course other issues arose). The Jews who returned stood firm on their faithful 
foundation (see Isaiah 51:1-2), no matter what foreign invaders tried to tempt them with 
new gods. Though they had suffered through the worst of times, even better than their 
previous best times were still ahead. In Isaiah 46-47 God mocked the Babylonians’ 
idolatry and its associated practices. The idols have to be carried, but God’s judgment 
would have them carried away (Isaiah 46:1). Though the people bowed to gods that they 
made, the God of the heavens had declared their end (46:10). Their “best of times” was 
about to come to a permanent close. Looking to our past offers important insights: 
about faithfulness, examples to follow or deviate from, the people and events that have 
shaped us. Isaiah prepared the nation to look forward to Jesus, but we look to the past, 
present, and future when we look to him. The salvation work Jesus has done is the 
reason for our joy in the present and our hope in the future. So when you think about 
whether to look to the past, present, or future, the answer is: all three! Look to Christ 
and his ministry, his sacrifice, his death and resurrection. Look to the body of Christ that 
continues to call the world to repent of sins and be reconciled to God. And look to the 
glorious future when God’s promises of eternal life will no longer be a hope but our 
present, eternal reality.     
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 
 

The Plea - Isaiah makes an impassioned plea for all people to heed the words of God 
and turn to Him. He recounts the miracles performed by God in days gone by, and he 
encourages all to surrender their will to the Lord. Today, the followers of Jesus should 
take great comfort in knowing that the Lord God is always with them and that those 
who are mocked for their Christian beliefs need not wander from their belief in God, for 
God will use His believers to help advance His teachings and His Kingdom. 
 

Recall - The Lord asked to be heard as He addressed the remnant who decided to return 
to Jerusalem after their exile in Babylon. The Lord said, "Listen! Recall your history from 
the time of Abraham and Sarah." Isaiah reminded them of God's faithfulness. Abraham 
grew up in a family of pagans—but God called him out. He allowed his lineage to 
increase in great numbers. The almighty God can bring a healing balm; He can take a 
desert place and fill it with His delight. This is what the Lord accomplished in Sarah. Her 
physical body could no longer produce children, but God performed a miracle. He gave 
life to a dead place, and she gave birth to Isaac. 
 

Be Encouraged - Factual accounts like Abraham and Sarah should have encouraged the 
remnant returning from Babylon. The ultimate promise is in the hands of a life-giving 
God. Isaiah was also sending a message to those living in the future. God will regather 
His nation and bring them home to Israel, even though it seems like an impossible task. 
Believers can rest in His saving grace and depend on Him for their deliverance from this 
evil, corrupt world.        
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

We aren’t promised deliverance 
from every difficult situation we 
face. But we can be confident that 
God hears our prayers and will 
walk alongside us through every-
thing 
 
 

POEM FOR THE WEEK: 

Nearness to God is our conscious 
security. A child in the dark is 
comforted by grasping its father’s 
hand 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Be my strong refuge, To which I 
may resort continually; You have 
given the commandment to save 
me, For You are my rock and my 
fortress 
                        (Ps 71:3 NKJV) 
 

From "Our Daily Bread", Sept 11, 2016) 

 

Series: Partners in a  

           New Creation 
 

UNIT 1: God Delivers  

               And Restores 
 

 

NEXT WEEK 

The Word Becomes Flesh 

(John 1:1-14) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
Deliverance through Seeking God (Isa 51:1-3) 

Seeking God by following Him (1) 
Followers of God will have the light of life (John 
8:12) 
Followers of God will inherit eternal life (Matt 
19:29) 
Followers of God will be blessed (Luke 6:22) 
Followers of God will have the Spirit of God rest 
upon them (1 Peter 4:14) 
Followers of God have indescribable glory awaiting 
them (1 Cor 2:9) 

Seeking God through parents (2) 
Parents should train their children about obedience 
to God (Col 3:20) 
Parents should train their children about God’s 
Word (Eph 6:4) 
Parent training about God should be continual 
(Deut 6:6-9) 
Parents should train their children about God’s 
righteousness (Eph 6:1-2) 
Parent honored by children prompts God to 
provide longer life (Deut 5:16) 

Seeking God’s comfort (3) 
God’s comfort prompts us to comfort others (2 
Cor 1:3-4) 
God’s comfort allows us to share in others suffering 
(2 Cor 1:7) 
God’s comfort awaits us in Heaven (2 Cor 4:17) 
God’s comfort in our weakness demonstrates His 
power (2 Cor 12:10) 

 
Deliverance through God’s Salvation (Isa 51:4-6) 

Salvation through God’s justice (4) 
God’s justice is demonstrated in His forbearance of 
our sin (Rom 3:25-26) 
God’s justice is right (2 Thess 1:5-6) 
God’s justice is manifested to both the righteous 
and the wicked (Eccl 3:17) 
God’s justice will be done for His chosen ones 
(Luke 18:7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Salvation through trusting God (5) 
Trusting God leads us in the way of righteousness 
(Ps 139:23-24) 
Trusting God by seeking His kingdom first (Luke 
12:29-31) 
Trusting God because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7) 
Trusting God by being patient and standing firm in 
the faith (James 5:7-8) 
Trusting God to provide overflowing hope (Rom 
15:13) 

Salvation that leads to eternal life (6) 
Eternal life that calls for persistence in doing good 
(Rom 2:7) 
Eternal life that is the result of being set free from 
sin (Rom 6:22) 
Eternal life that is the result of pleasing the Holy 
Spirit (Gal 6:8) 
Eternal life to which we were called (1 Tim 6:12) 

 
Deliverance through God’s Righteousness (Isa 
51:7-8) 

Righteousness of God’s Word (7) 
God’s Word is righteous because God said it (Rev 
21:5) 
God’s Word is righteous because God cannot lie 
(Heb 6:18) 
God’s Word is righteous because God's testimony 
is the greatest (1 John 5:9) 
God’s Word is righteous because it is holy (Rom 
7:12) 
God’s Word is righteous because it is good (1 Tim 
1:8) 
God’s Word is righteous because it gives freedom 
and blessings (James 1:25) 

Righteousness that is eternal (8) 
Righteousness is eternal because it can never be 
disgraced (Isa 45:17) 
Righteousness is eternal because it endures forever 
(Ps 112:3) 
Righteousness is eternal because it is true (Ps 
119:142) 
Righteousness is eternal because it cannot be 
shaken (Ps 125:1) 
Righteousness is eternal because God’s ways are 
eternal (Hab 3:6) 
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