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Lesson Background and Introduction 

Today’s Scripture text involves Jesus’ earthly ministry (2:1-11:57). This lesson’s Scripture text 
comes as Jesus returns to Galilee, the region of his first public miracle at Cana. Following 
that miracle, Jesus traveled to Jerusalem in Judea for the Passover (2:13). While in Jerusalem, 
Jesus corrected unholy occurrences at the temple area (see 2:14–24) and addressed a religious 
leader (see 3:1-21). Realizing the Pharisees were noticing his popularity, Jesus returned to 
Galilee via Samaria (John 4:1–4). After a two-day stop in Samaria (4:43), Jesus arrived in 
Galilee. Beyond the detail of the son’s fever (John 4:52), we are left wondering about the 
son’s ailment. Perhaps it was a respiratory illness similar to the modern outbreaks of MERS 
or SARS. Whatever the ailment, it was not more than Jesus could handle, even from a 
distance! In addition to leading to humanity’s belief (see John 20:30-31), Jesus’ repeated acts 
of healing show us God’s concern for humanity’s ailments. Human suffering is unavoidable, 
just watch the nightly news! Only God has the power to heal every illness, hurt, and pain. As 
Jesus’ disciples today, we set our eyes on this ultimate healing that is available only through 
faith in the Son of God. True disciples live for the promise of Jesus that he will someday 
raise believers from the dead and give them eternal life. Only by faith can people become 
disciples of Jesus and experience the complete and final healing he brings. Even when Jesus 
feels far away, does our lives reflect our belief that he’s never too far way to provide healing, 
in this life or in the life to come?      
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Faith for Healing - On this one occasion, Jesus tested a father's faith, a nobleman, with a 
terminally ill son. The father had to put his confidence in Jesus' words alone without seeing 
the results unfold in front of him. The nobleman must have seen or heard about Jesus and 
His supernatural acts. No doubt the family had consulted physicians in their area concerning 
the son's illness. The father was desperate and made a 15-20 mile journey from the north 
shore of the Sea of Galilee to Cana to find Jesus. The father requested his son's healing, but 
Jesus didn't answer him right away. Instead, the Master responded by rebuking the father and 
the crowd around Him, charging them with following Him because of the signs and wonders 
He was doing. Jesus knew this father had not come for a spiritual conversion but a miracle 
for his son. 
 

Healed - The nobleman continued to plead for the life of his son. Jesus told the father to go 
home. His son was healed. The nobleman placed his confidence in Jesus' words and passed 
the faith test. He headed home believing he'd embrace a healed son once he reached his front 
door. Before the nobleman reached his house, a servant met him and reported his son was 
healed. When the father asked what time it happened, he discovered it was the same hour 
Jesus said his son would live. This miracle caused the nobleman and his entire household to 
place their faith in Christ. This is a perfect illustration of John's purpose in writing this 
Gospel: "These [signs] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:31). 
 

Faith for Salvation - The question for those today who have not witnessed divine acts is 
this: "Will you still trust Christ for your salvation, convinced He is from God, the Messiah, 
without seeing signs and wonders? Will you bow in humility before the Master without God 
rescuing you from a crisis or answering a gigantic prayer request?" Jesus desires worship 
because He is Lord, not because He grants our every wish and whim.          
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

The Bible brings us encourage-
ment when we face trials,  
equipping us to bear up under 
even the most unthinkable cir-
cumstances 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Dear Father, thank You for Your 
words of healing and hope 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Pleasant words are like a honey-
comb, sweetness to the soul  
and health to the bones 
                        (Prov 16:24 NKJV) 
 
 

From "Our Daily Bread", Apr 14, 2020) 

 

Series: Partners in a  

           New Creation 
 

UNIT 2: The Word: The  

                     Agent of Creation 
 

 

NEXT WEEK 

The Word Saves 

(John 12:44-50) 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

Request for Healing (John 4:46-50) 
Seeking Jesus (46-47) 

Seeking Jesus by trusting His promise of finding Him (Matt 7:7-8) 
Seeking Jesus by seeking His face (Ps 27:8) 
Seeking Jesus also means loving Him (Prov 8:17) 
Seeking Jesus by seeking His kingdom and righteousness (Matt 6:33) 
Seeking Jesus by believing in Him (Heb 11:6) 

Request with the right motive (48-49) 
A motive that is not selfish (James 4:3) 
A motive that lays treasures in heaven (1 Tim 6:17-19) 
A motive of delighting oneself in God (Ps 37:4) 
A motive of being a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1) 

Accepting response with belief (50) 
Belief that Jesus is the Christ, Son of the living God (Matt 16:15-16) 
Belief in having eternal life through Jesus (John 3:15) 
Belief that accepts Jesus as Savior (James 2:19) 
Belief that Jesus is God in the flesh (Col 2:9) 
Belief in the resurrection (John 11:25-26) 

 

Response of Faith (John 4:51-54) 
Confirmation of faith (51) 

Faith that involves confession (Rom10:10) 
Faith that has as its object Jesus (Gal 2:16) 
Faith that must be lived (Gal 3:11) 
Faith that leads to justification (Gal 3:24) 

Faith without doubt (52-53) 
Without doubt so that faith will rely on God’s power (Matt 21:21) 
Without doubt so that prayer will be answered (Mark 11:24) 
Without doubt so that faith will not waver (James 1:6-8) 
Without doubt so that faith will not be weakened (Matt 14:25-31) 
Without doubt so that faith overcomes unbelief (John 20:24-29) 

Recognition of a miracle (54) 
Miracles because many will not believe without them (John 4:48) 
Miracles because they are a spiritual gift from God (1 Cor 12:10) 
Miracles because they help people to accept Jesus as God's Son (Matt 14:32-33) 
Miracles because they display God's power (Ps 77:14) 
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