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Lesson Background and Introduction 

This lesson’s Scripture text serves as Jesus’ final public discourse to his generally unbelieving 
audience. Immediately prior to this text, John provides some editorial context surrounding 
the teaching. John cites the words of the ancient prophet Isaiah in order to frame the 
situation Jesus faced (John 12:37–38; see Isaiah 53:1). Even as Jesus performed many 
miraculous acts, there were people who failed to believe and follow him. This reality was 
highlighted in the nature of Jesus’ coming into Jerusalem. Many people celebrated his entry 
(John 12:12–19), but there would be other people who would call for his crucifixion several 
days later (19:1–6). As a result of their unbelief, many people would experience certain 
consequences and judgment (12:40; see Isaiah 6:10). He would celebrate Passover with his 
disciples (John 13:1–30) and give them his final teaching (13:31–16:33) before his trial and 
crucifixion. Disciples of Jesus prioritize obedience as his light directs their actions. In Jesus’ 
time, many people saw God’s miraculous power at work in him. But when time came to 
listen and obey his words, many people stopped following him. For this reason, Jesus taught 
of the necessity of belief and of judgment. Later in John’s Gospel Jesus said, “If you love me, 
keep my commands” (John 14:15). Love is demonstrated by right belief and hearing and 
obeying Jesus’ words. All believers must faithfully abide in Jesus’ words. In the future, his 
words will judge all humanity. Disciples love and follow him. Jesus’ words will transform us 
and lead us into a life that bears the fruit of obedience (see James 2:14). Jesus has brought 
spiritual light into the world.      
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 

Eternal Life - This is one of the last messages Jesus gave to the people in His public 
ministry. These words were solemn and significant for Jesus' hearers. Those who respond to 
Jesus are responding to God. To believe in Jesus is to believe in God and inherit eternal life. 
Jesus strongly encouraged the multitude to see Him as Savior. He earnestly prayed and 
pleaded for hard hearts to soften when they heard His word. When believers commit to 
becoming Christ-followers, they will spend eternity in heaven. John described the tone of 
Jesus' message that day as one who shouted with persistence. Usually Christ spoke gently but 
He felt the desperation of the late hour. He once again emphasized His oneness with the 
Father. He is who He says He is, God in the flesh, the Messiah. 
 

Light - Thoughts of light and darkness are a reoccurring theme in John's Gospel, and Jesus 
speaks of Himself as "light." Jesus reminds His hearers that there is a continuing conflict 
between darkness and light, and He is offering them a way out of the darkness. To shut one's 
eyes to the light (in Jesus) is a sure and certain way to remain in the darkness. 
 

Judgment - Jesus makes it clear that He did not come to judge people. However, people 
may bring judgment on themselves in refusing to believe Jesus' words. His word will be the 
judge on the last great day. Those who despise Him will have no excuse. Jesus' teaching was 
not purely of human origin. His teaching originated with God the Father. 
 

Come Home - Since the beginning of time, individuals have been curious about God. 
Where is He? How can I get to know Him, know what He is like? What's He thinking, 
saying? Are there expectations God has of humanity? Jesus came to answer those questions 
to allow each individual to know the Father. God loves humanity and He desires all to know 
Him, His love. Encourage those in your class whom you are not certain of their salvation to 
consider Christ. By doing so, you might lead people to the Father and His everlasting home.           
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

How closely do you walk with 
God? Find your answer  
in Psalm 119 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Dear God, order my steps in the 
wisdom found in Scripture  
today, helping me to walk like 
You 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Direct my steps by Your word, 
And let no iniquity have  
dominion over me 
                        (Ps 119:133 NKJV) 
 
 

From "Our Daily Bread", Dec 27, 2019) 

 

Series: Partners in a  

           New Creation 
 

UNIT 2: The Word: The  

                     Agent of Creation 
 

 

NEXT WEEK 

The Word Resurrects 

(John 11:17-27, 38-44) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 
 

The Word Saves Through Belief (John 12:44-46) 

Belief  in Jesus (44) 
Belief that Jesus is the Christ, Son of the living God (Matt 16:15-16) 
Belief in Jesus’ resurrection (John 11:25-26) 
Belief that Jesus provides our righteousness (Rom 3:22) 
Belief that Jesus will do what He has promised (Rom 4:18-22) 
Belief that Jesus provides eternal life (John 3:15) 

Belief  that Jesus is God (45) 
Belief that Jesus is God in the flesh  (Col 2:9) 
Belief that Jesus is God who appeared in a human body (1 Tim 3:16) 
Belief that Jesus and God are One (John 10:30) 
Belief that Jesus is God in all His fullness (Col 1:19) 

Belief  in the light of  Jesus (46) 
Jesus has the light dwelling in Him (Dan 2:22) 
Jesus will eternally be the light of the new Heaven and Earth (Rev 21:23) 
Jesus is the light that came to make God known (John 1:18) 
Jesus is the light that reveals God to those He chooses (Luke 10:22) 
Jesus is the light that came to make known eternal life (John 17:3) 

 

The Word Saves Through Judgment (John 12:47-50) 

Judgment of  Jesus’ Word (47-48) 
A judgment that will bring everything to light (1 Cor 4:5) 
A judgment that judges men's secrets (Rom 2:16) 
A judgment of the nations (Matt 25:31-33) 
A judgment entrusted to Jesus by God (John 5:21-22) 
A judgment that all will stand before (Rom 14:10) 
A judgment that judges what was done in the body (2 Cor 5:10) 

Judgment through Jesus’ authority (49) 
Authority because God put all things under Jesus' power (John 13:3) 
Authority because Jesus has all authority (Matt 28:18) 
Authority because God exalted Jesus above all powers (Eph 1:20-21) 
Authority because Jesus is Lord of all (Phil 2:9-11) 
Authority because Jesus created all things (Col 1:16-17) 

Judgment of  eternal life (50) 
Eternal life because no one comes to the Father except through Jesus (John 14:6) 
Eternal life because Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:33) 
Eternal life because Jesus has the words of eternal life (John 6:67-68) 
Eternal life because He is the resurrection (John 11:25) 
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