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Lesson Background and Introduction 

For most of three years, Jesus had been the constant companion of his chosen 12. They had 
left everything to follow him. But he was about to leave. What would the sheep do if they 
were abandoned by their shepherd? Jesus revealed God to humanity. The climax of Jesus’ 
claims came in an upper room in the week before his death. Jesus also had an unpleasant 
shock for his disciples that night: he was leaving. It was in this setting that Jesus promised to 
send another: the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised that one day the Spirit would be granted to all 
believers (7:39). On that Thursday night in the upper room, Jesus made final preparations for 
that to be possible. The disciples in the upper room were startled, even frightened, to hear 
that their shepherd was going to leave them. Their lack of understanding was still evident at 
the empty tomb (John 20:9) and again at the ascension (Acts 1:6). But was their Lord going 
to abandon them? Never! One of the most precious promises in the Bible, stated in both the 
Old and New Testaments, is God’s promise not to abandon his people (see Joshua 1:5; 
Hebrews 13:5). Even though we “walk through the darkest valley,” our shepherd is with us 
(Psalm 23:4). We are not forsaken. As we are reminded each Christmas season, one of the 
names of Jesus is Immanuel, which means “God with us” (Isaiah 7:14; 8:8; Matthew 1:23). 
That truth becomes real for believers in every generation. Because we have the divine 
presence of the Holy Spirit, we are never abandoned.       
                                                                                       (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 

Departing - Jesus' conversations with His disciples about leaving the Earth and returning 
Heaven caused them great sadness. He attempted to assure them of His continued presence 
with them through the Person of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Reassuring - How could these men show their love to Christ after so many demonstrations 
of His affection toward them? Jesus answered their thoughts by saying the one who truly 
loves Him will demonstrate it by obedience and following Jesus' example. But with Jesus 
returning to heaven, how would that be possible? Jesus told His disciples not to worry. God 
never leaves His children to wander around as parentless kids without protection and 
guidance. God expects believers to obey Him, but He didn't ask them to do it independently, 
only on their own human abilities. The Holy Spirit walks alongside believers to empower 
them. In a world filled with deceitfulness and lies, the Holy Spirit brings truth about the 
world and about ourselves. 
 

Promising - Jesus promises the Counselor, the Person of the Holy Spirit will be with 
believers. The Holy Spirit is a person, not an "it." He has the same character and mind as 
Jesus, and He comes to live "in" the believer. The believer is never as alone as he or she feels. 
Jesus is here! With the help of the Spirit, those who truly love God demonstrate it by 
obedience. The Holy Spirit will also teach and remind believers of Christ's teachings. 
 

Presence - Jesus had no material riches to leave to His disciples, but He offered them His 
presence through the Holy Spirit—a true help despite the stormy days ahead. Peace does not 
mean an absence of trouble or challenges, but it does mean when the world is crumbling 
around, inexplicably you find yourself not toiling or spinning. In this world, Christians will 
encounter trouble, but God's children are never alone.             
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

Jesus came to usher peace into 
our lives and our world 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Heavenly Father, You will keep in 
perfect peace those whose minds 
are fixed on You. Help us to trust 
in You forever, for You are our 
Rock eternal 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Peace I leave with you, My peace 
I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid 
                        (John 14:27 NKJV) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 

Peace through the Promise of the Spirit (John 14:15-17) 

Promise in response to obedience (15) 
Obedience that is consistent with God's will (Isa 58:6-9) 
Obedience that delights God (1 Sam 15:22) 
Obedience that is from humble, praying, repentant people of 
God (2 Chron 7:14) 
Obedience that is bold and steadfast (Dan 3:16-18) 
Obedience that leads to righteousness (Rom 6:16) 
Obedience learned (Heb 5:8) 
Obedience in love (2 John 1:6) 

Promise of abiding (16) 
Abiding because we are His temple (1 Cor 6:19) 
Abiding because He is the power to obey God (Ezek 36:27) 
Abiding because He provides spiritual life (Rom 8:11) 
Abiding because He guides us in truth (John 16:13) 
Abiding because He teaches us how to live (Gal 5:16) 
Abiding because He is the conduit of the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal 5:22-23) 
Abiding because He is the guarantee and proof of our Divine 
ownership (1 John 4:13) 

Promise of enabling (17) 
Enablement that is glorious (2 Cor 3:7-11) 
Enablement that is at work in us (Gal 2:8) 
Enablement of spiritual power (1 Cor 2:4-5) 
Enablement  that is Divine (2 Cor 10:3-6) 
Enablement that strengthens the inner being (Eph 3:16) 
Enablement of the gospel (1 Thess 1:5) 

 

Peace through the Assurance of the Spirit (John 14:18-24) 

Assurance of His presence (18) 
Assured because God fills the heaven and earth (Jer 23:23-24) 
Assured because God cannot be contained (1 Kings 8:27) 
Assured because nothing can keep God away (Rom 8:38-39) 
Assured because without God's presence, man is doomed (Ex 
33:15-16) 
Assured because God's presence is everywhere (Ps 139:7-12) 
Assured because God will never forsake His people (Heb 
13:5) 
Assured because God will never reject His people (1 Sam 
12:22) 
Assured because God provides from youth to old age (Ps 
37:25) 
Assured because God always upholds (Isa 41:10) 

Assurance of life (19) 
Eternal life that is a gift from God (Rom 6:23) 
Eternal life that comes through being in Jesus (1 John 5:11-12) 
Eternal life that God promised before the beginning of time 
(Titus 1:2) 
Eternal life that comes from God's promise because of being 
an heir of God (Titus 3:7) 
Eternal life through belief in Jesus (John 3:16) 
Eternal life realized when we believe in Jesus (John 5:24) 
Eternal life realized only when we go to Jesus for it (John 
5:39-40) 
Eternal life realized when we fight a good fight of faith (1 Tim 
6:12) 
Eternal life realized in the words of God (John 6:68) 

 

Assurance of knowledge (20) 
Knowledge from the enrichment of God (1 Cor 1:5) 
Knowledge from the light of God in our hearts (2 Cor 4:6) 
Knowledge of insight to discern what is best and pure (Phil 
1:9-11) 
Knowledge of the mystery of God (Col 2:2-3) 
Knowledge that is renewed by God (Col 3:9-10) 
Knowledge of God leads to eternal life (John 17:3) 
Knowledge that preserves life (Eccl 7:12) 

Assurance of obedience (21-24) 
Assurance of an obedience that puts God's words into 
practice (Matt 7:24-25) 
Assurance of an obedience that focuses on the eternal (2 Cor 
4:16-18) 
Assurance of an obedience that leads to living holy (1 Peter 
1:14-16) 
Assurance of an obedience that loves (John 14:15) 
Assurance of an obedience that helps one stand firm (1 Cor 
15:58) 
Assurance of an obedience that comes from the sanctifying 
work of the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:2) 
Assurance of an obedience that is an obligation (Rom 8:12-14) 

 

Peace through the Purpose of the Spirit (John 14:25-26) 

Purpose of teaching (25) 
By teaching about adoption into the family of God (Rom 
8:16) 
By teaching how to pray (Rom 8:26-27) 
By teaching the truth in Jesus (Eph 4:21) 
By teaching about all things (1 John 2:27) 

Purpose of enlightenment (26) 
Enlightenment to become sons of light (John 12:36) 
Enlightenment of opening up the Scriptures (Luke 24:30-32) 
Enlightenment of the inner being to the knowledge of God's 
love (Eph 3:16-19) 
Enlightenment to know God better and to know the hope to 
which we are called (Eph 1:17-21) 
Enlightenment to understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:45) 

 

Peace through the Son’s Return (John 14:27-29) 

Return to provide joy (27-28) 
Joy expressed in praise and song (Ps 33:1-3) 
Joy expressed in the soul (Isa 61:10) 
Joy expressed in spite of circumstances (Hab 3:17-19) 
Joy expressed because of overcoming trials (1 Peter 1:6-8) 

Return to confirm belief (29) 
Belief in the living God (1 Tim 4:10) 
Belief in the righteousness of God (Rom 3:21-24) 
Belief that God exists and that He fulfills promises (Heb 11:6)  
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