
 

Page 1 of 2 

Lesson Background and Introduction 

Following the final judgment after Christ's millennial reign (Rev. 20:11-15) and the 
destruction of the old order (2 Pet. 3:10), the new heaven and new earth will appear, with the 
New Jerusalem as the centerpiece (Rev. 21:1-2). This is the eternal home of all believers. The 
Apostle John saw the new heaven and new earth in a vision, and he described it in great 
detail in Revelation 21. The glorious eternal home of Christ's followers is first described in 
negative terms. Because God Himself will be present (Rev. 21:3), there will be no tears and 
no cause for tears. There will be no death, sorrow, crying, or pain. In Christ death has been 
conquered, and there will be no place for it in God's presence. The inhabitants of the new 
earth will possess immortal bodies uncorrupted by sin, for sin itself wilt have been finally 
dealt with at the Great White Throne judgment of God (20:11-15). In the absence of sin, the 
effects of sin will not be present, and thus there will be no sorrow or crying. The Greek word 
for "sorrow" here is used particularly for mourning over the dead and is a grief that "takes 
possession of the whole being" (Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament, Baker). With 
death removed forever, there will be no cause for such grief. Likewise, crying will be 
unknown there. Crying is the "vocal response to sorrow, in contrast to tears which are a 
silent response" (Walvoord). Pain also will not be present in the eternal state, for there will be 
nothing in God's presence that will cause suffering of any kind. The "former things," as John 
noted, "are passed away." The absence of these negative aspects of our current world are a 
major factor in what sets off our eternal home as truly new and different and desirable. This 
world is temporary. Yet here we are being prepared to inhabit a glorious new world that has 
been lovingly prepared for all who follow Christ.       
                                                                                          (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
 
 

A New Heaven and Earth - The Book of Revelation, written by the apostle John, covers a 
portion of what God has in His plans for His children. These verses are to keep the 
Christians' heads up and a smile across one's face. Many things of the world are cruel, out of 
control, unfair, and overwhelming. But be encouraged; God plans to make everything new. 
John saw the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven. Old Jerusalem was where the 
temple was and where Jesus died and rose again. Jesus will be in the New Jerusalem in 
person; He will wipe away all tears, death, and sorrow. Pain, regret, loneliness, injustice will 
be gone! Can you imagine seeing Jesus and having an audible conversation with Him? 
 

All Things Made New - God Himself said, "I will make all things new." That means new 
bodies, new thinking, new music, new relationships with each other, and a new love for God. 
Everything will be perfect and last forever. Mark God's words; He never goes back on a 
promise. 
 

'It's Done!' - Only three times in the Bible does God say that His work is completed—at 
Creation, on the Cross, and now, with the new heaven and earth. What God begins He can 
and will complete! There are no loose ends, no unfinished business, nothing random. God 
describes His people as those who have come to Him and believed, and He lists those who 
are excluded from the joy of the new Jerusalem, beginning with the cowardly and the 
unbelieving. All those who prefer sin to Jesus Christ are assured of the second death. The 
word new is the byword of the Book of Revelation. As believers, our hearts should fill with 
joy at the sound of God preparing all things fresh, brand spanking new.             
                                                                                             (Adapted from the Echoes Commentary) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

God’s perfect world is for all who 
believe in Jesus 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 

Lord, thank You that You are 
making all things new. Help us to 
live in the hope of the day we will 
live with You, pure and blameless, 
on a new earth in Your presence 
forever and ever 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK: 

Then He who sat on the throne 
said, “Behold, I make all things 
new.” And He said to me, “Write, 
for these words are true and  
faithful.” 
                        (Rev 21:5 NKJV) 
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NEXT WEEK 

A New City 

(Rev 21:10-21) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 

A New Blessed Home (Rev 21:1-3) 

New heaven and earth (1) 
A new heaven and earth where the former things 
will be gone (Isa 65:17-18) 
A new heaven and earth that will endure (Isa 66:22-
23) 
A new heaven and earth that will be the home of 
the righteous (2 Peter 3:13) 
A new heaven and earth replacing the one 
destroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:7) 
A new heaven and earth renewed from the one that 
will be laid bare (2 Peter 3:10) 

Holy City out of Heaven (2) 
A Holy city because the defiled will not be allowed 
to enter (Isa 52:1) 
A Holy city because it has been built by God (Heb 
11:10) 
A Holy city because it is where God lives (Heb 
12:22) 
A Holy city because it came from God (Rev 3:12) 

Prepared as a bride (2) 
A bride who belongs to the bridegroom Jesus (John 
3:29) 
A bride whose husband is Jesus (2 Cor 11:2) 
A bride who is loved and cleansed by Jesus (Eph 
5:25-27) 
A bride who is fed and cared for by Jesus (Eph 
5:29) 
A bride who prepares by putting on righteousness 
(Rev 19:7-8) 

A tabernacle of communion (3) 
Communion through walking with God (Lev 26:11-
12) 
Communion through God making His home with 
us (John 14:23) 
Communion through being the temple of God (2 
Cor 6:16) 
Communion with the faithful God (Zech 8:8) 

 
A New Blessed Hope (Rev 21:4-6) 

Hope of joy (4) 
Joy through receiving the crown of joy (Isa 35:10) 
Joy through the oil of gladness (Isa 61:3) 
Joy through God making us a joy (Isa 65:18) 
Joy through God turning sorrow into joy (Jer 31:13) 

 
 
 

 

Hope of  eternal life (4) 
Life because Jesus destroyed death (1 Cor 15:26) 
Life because of being clothed with immortality (1 
Cor 15:54) 
Life because Jesus destroyed Satan who holds the 
power of death (Heb 2:14-15) 
Life through Jesus (Rom 5:17) 
Life through the resurrection of Jesus (1 Peter 1:3-
4) 

Hope of faithfulness fulfilled (5-6) 
Faithfulness fulfilled through eternal fellowship (1 
Cor 1:9) 
Faithfulness fulfilled because God always does what 
He promised (1 Thess 5:24) 
Faithfulness fulfilled through Jesus being faithful 
over God's house (Heb 3:6) 
Faithfulness fulfilled through hope (Heb 10:23) 
Faithfulness fulfilled by the creator (Rev 3:14) 

 
A New Blessed Heritage (Rev 21:7-9) 

Heritage of being a child of God (7) 
A child of God through belief (John 1:12-13) 
A child of God through righteous living (1 John 
3:10) 
A child of God through being led by the Holy Spirit 
(Rom 8:13-14) 
A child of God through faith in Jesus (Gal 3:26-29) 

Heritage of being separated from a second death (8) 
The second death is being thrown into the lake of 
fire (Rev 20:13-15) 
The second death brings God’s fury (Rev 14:10) 
The second death is for those who worshiped the 
beast (Rev 19:20) 
The second death has no power over those in the 
first resurrection (Rev 20:6) 

Heritage of being a part of God’s church (9) 
A Church that overcomes (Matt 16:18-20) 
A Church that bears fruit (Col 1:5-6) 
A Church whose people are God's building (1 Cor 
3:9) 
A Church that is courageous and full of hope (Heb 
3:6)  
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