
Serving Others         Page 1 of 14                 SS Lesson for 08/08/10 

Serving Others 
Phil 2:1-13 

SS Lesson for 08/08/2010 
 
Devotional Scripture:  Matt 20:20-28 

 

OUTLINE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

OVERVIEW AND APPROACH TO LESSON 
LESSON INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

APPEAL TO SERVE OTHERS (PHIL 2:1-4) 
Appeal motives (1) 

Consolation in Jesus (2 Thess 2:16-17) 
Comfort of God's love (1 John 4:12) 
Fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:3-6) 
Compassion and mercy (Col 3:12) 

Appeal for unity (2) 
The perfect unity that confirms love (John 17:23) 
Unity through diligently living a worthy lifestyle (Eph 4:1-3) 
Love is the perfect bond of unity (Col 3:14) 
Unity through being baptized into the body of believers (1 Cor 12:12-13) 
Unity through the bond of peace (Eph 4:3-6) 
Unity through the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:5-6) 

Appeal for servanthood (3-4) 
Esteeming Others (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
Duty of servanthood (from Barnes' Notes) 
God chose Jesus as His servant (Isa 42:1) 
Jesus, as a servant, brought the light to the Gentiles (Isa 49:6) 
God's Spirit was upon His servant Jesus (Matt 12:18) 
Jesus became a servant to confirm God's promises (Rom 15:8) 
God wants us to serve others using the gifts He provided (1 Peter 4:10) 

EXAMPLE OF SERVING OTHERS (PHIL 2:5-11) 
Jesus did not allow being God to hinder His purpose (Barnes' Notes) 
Serve through the power of Jesus' preexistence (6) 

Jesus existed as God (John 1:1-6) 
Jesus existed from the beginning (1 John 1:1) 
Jesus existed before all things (Col 1:15-18) 
Jesus existence has no beginning or end (Heb 7:3) 

Serve through the power of Jesus' incarnation (7-8) 
Jesus emptying Himself (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
Incarnated by having God's glory (Heb 1:3) 
Incarnated by the fact that Jesus being born of a virgin was a sign of His divinity (Isa 7:14) 
Incarnated by being the image of God (Col 1:15) 
Confirmation of Jesus' divinity (from Barnes' Notes) 
Incarnated by the fact that the Holy Spirit was the Father of Jesus (Luke 1:35) 
Incarnated by the fact that one of the names prophesied for Jesus is "God with us" (Matt 1:23) 

Serve to exalt Jesus (9-11) 
Highly Exalted (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
Worshipping Jesus (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
Exalted by God to the highest place (Barnes Notes) 
Having a Name above all names (Adam Clarke Commentary) 



Serving Others         Page 2 of 14                 SS Lesson for 08/08/10 

Jesus is exalted because God gave Him all authority and placed all things under Him  (Eph 1:19-23) 
Jesus is exalted because He has the supremacy over everything (Col 1:18-20) 
Jesus is exalted because He is superior to all things (Heb 1:4-6) 
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Introduction 

Overview and Approach to Lesson 
The outline of the lesson came from Bible Expositor and Illuminator. This week's lesson teaches about 
Serving Others. The study's aim is to show the Divine pattern of unity, humility, and exaltation 
demonstrated by Christ to His followers. The study's application is for Christians to be faithful through 
difficult experiences by knowing that their glorious destiny is assured. 

 

Lesson Introduction and Background 

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Willingly Humbled 
“Reality” programs continue to be popular with the worldwide TV audience. Many of these follow the old 
talent-show formula, where amateurs perform for a panel of judges who then evaluate them. If a performer 
adequately impresses the judges, he or she may progress to a higher level of competition or even gain a 
monetary prize. There seems to be an endless supply of willing contestants. Viewers of these talent 
competition programs are often amazed at the humiliation suffered by some of the amateur performers. 
Some judges, previous unknowns themselves, have achieved a degree of celebrity for their biting criticism 
of inept performances. We, the viewing public, shake our heads and ask, “Why would anyone be willing to 
suffer such public humiliation?” The answer is complex, having to do with our increasingly narcissistic 
culture and the tremendous lure of wealth and fame. One of the central themes of the New Testament is the 
story of one who was willing to be humbled. This person had no trace of narcissism, and he did nothing to 
deserve his dishonor. He was not motivated by money or fame, but by love—love for all humankind. This 
person, of course, was Jesus. The second chapter of Philippians is a powerful expression of his willing self-
humbling, which is central to understanding Jesus and his work on the cross. This is the focus of our lesson 
today. 
 
Lesson Background 
The book of Philippians has the most joyous and celebratory tone of any of Paul’s letters. It was written to a 
church where Paul was deeply appreciated. He did not write the letter to scold or to correct serious error, 
but to thank the Philippians for their faithfulness and support. Furthermore, Philippians is loaded with 
useful, encouraging content for us today. One of the central features of the book is a passage sometimes 
called the “Philippian Hymn” (Philippians 2:6–11). Because of its rhythm and use of words not typical of 
Paul’s writing, many students believe that Paul did not write this section but quotes a hymn already in use in 
the churches. 
This passage has been the inspiration for many hymns of the church (such as “He is Lord” and “All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name”) and innumerable sermons. While there are several passages in the New Testament 
with a parallel theme of Jesus’ self-humbling (particularly the first part of John 13), there are some unique 
expressions here that help us understand the mystery of God becoming human. Without this passage, our 
understanding of the Son of God would be immeasurably poorer. Paul’s purpose in this section of the letter 
is to remind the Philippians that living for Christ means living life as Christ lived his. There is no place for 
ruthless ambition and selfish promotion. The church is to be known for its true concern for the well-being of 
others. The essence of this is the idea that church members serve one another rather than seeking to control 
others for their own benefit. Satisfaction comes from serving, not from being served. This is the example of 
Christ. 

 

From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

A mark of Christian commitment is serving the needs of others. Believers first must realize their unity by 
experiencing their oneness in Christ. Where there is unity of mind and heart among Christians, we find an 
awareness and a concern for each other's interests and needs. The example of being considerate of the needs 
of others and actually serving them finds its supreme expression in Jesus Christ. He gave Himself 



Serving Others         Page 4 of 14                 SS Lesson for 08/08/10 

unselfishly to serve the needs of others in obedience to God the Father. He made the ultimate sacrifice, even 
suffering the horrific death of crucifixion. This is laid out very clearly by Paul in the primary New 
Testament passage on the incarnation, which is in Philippians 2. Paul explained how Christ left the glories 
of heaven, which were His as God, to enter into human life. He did not divest Himself of His Deity when 
He became a man, but He did lay aside the prerogatives of deity to serve others in humble obedience to 
God. Believers have a genuine man as an example of how we as human beings are to serve others. Chapter 
16 of the book of Acts gives us the background for the founding of the church at Philippi. Answering what 
we label "the Macedonian call," Paul and his companions had crossed the Aegean Sea from Asia Minor to 
Macedonia. Landing at Neapolis, they had gone up to Philippi, made contact with Lydia and others by a 
riverside, and begun a ministry. Falsely accused, Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned. They were 
then released by God's power, resulting in the conversion of the jailer and his household. Paul had urged the 
Philippian believers to let their "conversation be as it becometh (is worthy of) the gospel of Christ" (Phil. 
1:27). He later would refer to "our conversation [which] is in heaven" (3:20). In both cases he emphasized 
citizenship and what was expected in a believer's manner of living. Philippians 2:1-16 shows Christ as the 
example to follow, while verses 17-30 show Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus as examples. 

 

Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

Appeal to Serve Others (Phil 2:1-4) 
 
1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and mercy,  
2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.  
4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  
 

Appeal motives (1) 

Consolation in Jesus (2 Thess 2:16-17)  

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word.  

Comfort of God's love (1 John 4:12) 

12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.  

Fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:3-6) 

3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

Compassion and mercy (Col 3:12) 

12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  
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Appeal for unity (2) 

The perfect unity that confirms love (John 17:23)    

I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You 
sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.  

Unity through diligently living a worthy lifestyle (Eph 4:1-3)    

1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 
which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance 
for one another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

Love is the perfect bond of unity (Col 3:14)    

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 

Unity through being baptized into the body of believers (1 Cor 12:12-13) 

12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they 
form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body — 
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  

Unity through the bond of peace (Eph 4:3-6) 

3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

Unity through the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:5-6) 

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Appeal for servanthood (3-4) 

Esteeming Others (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 

Charles Dickens’s classic A Tale of Two Cities centers on the figure of Sydney Carton, a drunken, 
listless attorney who helps acquit Charles Darnay of a mistaken charge of treason. Both wind up in 
love with Lucie Manette. But Carton steps aside when he realizes that he has nothing to offer her, 
and that she loves Darnay anyway. At the height of the French Revolution, they are all in Paris. 
There Darnay is arrested because of crimes committed by his father and uncle. Convicted by the 
revolutionary court, he is sentenced to death by guillotine. Carton, who bears an uncanny 
resemblance to Darnay, trades places with him in prison so that Darnay, Lucie, and their family 
can escape. Carton then goes to the guillotine and dies in the place of Darnay. The story is filled 
with the themes of unjust retribution as well as the redemption of the self-deprecating Carton. In 
essence he esteemed others better than he esteemed himself. Paul encourages the same attitude in 
the Philippians. Indeed, the fictional Carton’s self-sacrifice bears a resemblance to what Jesus did. 
Dickens had a make-believe character gave up his life to save the earthly life of a friend; God sent 
his only Son to give up his life to save us for eternity. Do you live each day with that fact in view? 

Duty of servanthood (from Barnes' Notes) 

It is the duty of every man to do this. No one is at liberty to live for himself or to disregard the 
wants of others. The object of this rule is to break up the narrow spirit of selfishness, and to 
produce a benevolent regard for the happiness of others. In respect to the rule we may observe:   
(1) We are not to be "busybodies" in the concerns of others. We are not to attempt to pry into their 
secret purposes. Every man has his own plans, and thoughts, and intentions, which no other one 
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has a right to look into. Nothing is more odious than a meddler in the concerns of others.  (2) we 
are not to obtrude our advice where it is not sought, or at unseasonable times and places, even if 
the advice is in itself good. No one likes to be interrupted to hear advice; and I have no right to 
require that he should suspend his business in order that I may give him counsel.  (3) we are not to 
find fault with what pertains exclusively to him. We are to remember that there are some things 
which are his business, not ours; and we are to learn to "possess our souls in patience," if he does 
not give just as much as we think he ought to benevolent objects, or if he dresses in a manner not 
to please our taste, or if he indulges in things which do not accord exactly with our views. He may 
see reasons for his conduct which we do not; and it is possible that be may be right, and that, if we 
understood the whole case, we should think and act as he does. (4) we are not to be gossips about 
the concerns of others. (5) where Christian duty and kindness require us to look into the concerns 
of others, there should be the utmost delicacy. Even children have their own secrets, and their own 
plans and amusements, on a small scale, quite as important to them as the greater games which we 
are playing in life; and they will feel the meddlesomeness of a busybody to be as odious to them as 
we should in our plans. A delicate parent, therefore, who has undoubtedly a right to know all about 
his children, will not rudely intrude into their privacies, or meddle with their concerns. So, when 
we visit the sick, while we show a tender sympathy for them, we should not be too particular in 
inquiring into their maladies or their feelings. So, when those with whom we sympathize have 
brought their calamities on themselves by their own fault, we should not ask too many questions 
about it. We should not too closely examine one who is made poor by intemperance, or who is in 
prison for crime. And so, when we go to sympathize with those who have been, by a reverse of 
circumstances, reduced from affluence to penury, we should not ask too many questions. We 
should let them tell their own story. If they voluntarily make us their confidants, and tell us all 
about their circumstances, it is well; but let us not drag out the circumstances, or wound their 
feelings by our impertinent inquiries, or our indiscreet sympathy in their affairs. There are always 
secrets which the sons and daughters of misfortune would wish to keep to themselves. However, 
while these things are true, it is also true that the rule before us positively requires us to show an 
interest in the concerns of others; and it may be regarded as implying the following things:  (1) We 
are to feel that the spiritual interests of everyone in the church is, in a certain sense, our own 
interest. The church is one. It is confederated together for a common object. Each one is entrusted 
with a portion of the honor of the whole, and the conduct of one member affects the character of 
all. We are, therefore, to promote, in every way possible, the welfare of every other member of the 
church. If they go astray, we are to admonish and entreat them; if they are in error, we are to 
instruct them; if they are in trouble, we are to aid them. Every member of the church has a claim on 
the sympathy of his brethren, and should be certain of always finding it when his circumstances are 
such as to demand it.  (2) there are circumstances where it is proper to look with special interest on 
the temporal concerns of others. It is when the poor, the fatherless, and the afflicted must be sought 
out in order to be aided and relieved. They are too retiring and modest to press their situation on 
the attention of others, and they need that others should manifest a generous care in their welfare in 
order to relieve them. This is not improper interference in their concerns, nor will it be so 
regarded.  (3) for a similar reason, we should seek the welfare of all others in a spiritual sense. We 
should seek to arouse the sinner, and lead him to the Saviour.  

God chose Jesus as His servant (Isa 42:1)   

"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him 
and he will bring justice to the nations. 

Jesus, as a servant, brought the light to the Gentiles (Isa 49:6)    

he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring 
back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
my salvation to the ends of the earth." 
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God's Spirit was upon His servant Jesus (Matt 12:18)    

"Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on 
him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 

Jesus became a servant to confirm God's promises (Rom 15:8)   

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the 
promises made to the patriarchs 

God wants us to serve others using the gifts He provided (1 Peter 4:10) 

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God's grace in its various forms.  

 

Example of Serving Others (Phil 2:5-11) 
 
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,  
7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross.  
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,  
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth,  
11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 

Jesus did not allow being God to hinder His purpose (Barnes' Notes)  

[Thought it not robbery to be equal with God] This passage, also, has given occasion to much discussion. 
Prof. Stuart renders it: "did not regard his equality with God as an object of solicitous desire;" that is, that 
though he was of a divine nature or condition, he did not eagerly seek to retain his equality with God, but 
took on him an humble condition-- even that of a servant. Letters to Channing, pp. 88-92. That this is the 
correct rendering of the passage is apparent from the following considerations:  (1) It accords with the 
scope and design of the apostle's reasoning. His object is not to show, as our common translation would 
seem to imply, that he aspired to be equal with God, or that he did not regard it as an improper invasion of 
the prerogatives of God to be equal with him, but that he did not regard it, in the circumstances of the case, 
as an object to greatly desired or eagerly sought to retain his equality with God. Instead of retaining this by 
an earnest effort, or by a grasp which he was unwilling to relinquish, he chose to forego the dignity, and to 
assume the humble condition of a man.  (2) it accords better with the Greek than the common version. The 
word rendered "robbery"-- [harpagmos]  (grk 725)-- is found nowhere else in the New Testament, though 
the verb from which it is derived frequently occurs; <Matt. 11:12; 13:19; John 6:15; 10:12,28-29; Acts 
8:29; 33:10; 2 Cor. 12:2,4; 1 Thes 4:17; Jude 1:23; Rev. 12:5>. The notion of violence, or seizing, or 
carrying away, enters into the meaning of the word in all these places. The word used here does not properly 
mean an act of robbery, but the thing robbed-- the plunder-- das Rauben (Passow), and hence something to 
be eagerly seized and appropriated. Schleusner; compare Storr, Opuscul. Acade. i. 322, 323. According to 
this, the meaning of the word here is, something to be seized and eagerly sought, and the sense is, that his 
being equal with God was not a thing to be anxiously retained. The phrase "thought it not," means "did not 
consider;" it was not judged to be a matter of such importance that it could not be dispensed with. The sense 
is, "he did not eagerly seize and tenaciously hold" as one does who seizes prey or spoil. So Rosenmuller, 
Schleusner, Bloomfield, Stuart, and others understand it.   
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Serve through the power of Jesus' preexistence (6) 

Jesus existed as God (John 1:1-6) 

1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  

Jesus existed from the beginning (1 John 1:1) 

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have touched — this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life.  

Jesus existed before all things (Col 1:15-18) 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.  

Jesus existence has no beginning or end (Heb 7:3) 

3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the 
Son of God he remains a priest forever.  

 

Serve through the power of Jesus' incarnation (7-8) 

Jesus emptying Himself (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 

The text now gives us one of the most profound explanations of the incarnation in all of Scripture. 
Made himself of no reputation is literally “emptied himself.” Christ debased himself. Why? The 
answer has been given already: he esteemed others (us) more important than himself. Another 
insight into the significance of the incarnation is that Jesus ministered to others as a servant—
literally, a slave. A slave is someone with no rights and is considered to be property of the master. 
Jesus, the King of kings, did not come as a conqueror. Instead he taught that the way to be great in 
the kingdom of God was to be the servant of all (Mark 10:44). This was a prophesied role for the 
Messiah. Isaiah said that Jesus would be “despised and rejected by men” (Isaiah 53:3). This 
reflects the ancient attitude towards slaves. They were looked down upon as the lowest rung of the 
ladder of humanity. We see the servant attitude of Jesus in his final meal with his disciples. At this 
dinner Jesus himself took on the role of a household slave and washed the feet of all present, a 
demeaning and odious task (John 13:14). 

Incarnated by having God's glory (Heb 1:3)    

The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

Incarnated by the fact that Jesus being born of a virgin was a sign of His divinity (Isa 7:14) 

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel.   

Incarnated by being the image of God (Col 1:15)   

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
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Confirmation of Jesus' divinity (from Barnes' Notes) 

There is scarcely any passage in the New Testament which has given rise to more discussion than 
this. The importance of the passage on the question of the divinity of the Saviour will be perceived 
at once, and no small part of the point of the appeal by the apostle depends, as will be seen, in the 
fact that Paul regarded the Redeemer as equal with God. If he was truly divine, then his consenting 
to become a man was the most remarkable of all possible acts of humiliation. In Mark it is applied 
to the form which Jesus assumed after his resurrection, and in which he appeared to two of his 
disciples on his way to Emmaus. "After that he appeared in another form unto two of them." This 
"form" was so unlike his usual appearance, that they did not know him. The word properly means, 
form, shape, bodily shape, especially a beautiful form, a beautiful bodily appearance-- Passow. In 
<Phil 2:7>, it is applied to the appearance of a servant-- and took upon him the form of a servant;" 
that is, he was in the condition of a servant-- or of the lowest condition.  

Incarnated by the fact that the Holy Spirit was the Father of Jesus (Luke 1:35) 

35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

Incarnated by the fact that one of the names prophesied for Jesus is "God with us" (Matt 1:23) 

23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-
which means, "God with us."  

 

Serve to exalt Jesus (9-11) 

Highly Exalted (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 

Mark Twain’s novel The Prince and the Pauper tells the story of Tom Canty and Edward Tudor. 
Tom was born into poverty; Edward was born into the royal family, the son of King Henry VIII, 
and was the heir to the kingdom.  Becoming acquainted in a chance meeting, the boys traded 
clothes, and circumstances soon traded their experiences. Edward, dressed in Tom’s rags, was 
thrust from the palace; Tom, dressed in Edward’s finery, dwelt in luxury. Edward soon 
experienced the deprivation of the impoverished. Beaten, starved, and humiliated, he learned what 
it was like to become part of the urban poor. Through various experiences he discovered how the 
other side of England lived. When Henry VIII died, Edward was able to make himself known and 
was placed on the throne as king. From barely existing in the lowest levels of poverty, he was 
exalted to the highest station in the kingdom. Although Jesus was in quite different circumstances, 
the change in his position also was startling. He gave up his position in Heaven to live in economic 
poverty on earth. He became poor (2 Corinthians 8:9). Living as a man among men, he came to 
know firsthand our struggles and failures. He was beaten, humiliated, and even crucified. Yet God 
took Jesus from that lowly position, raised him from the dead, highly exalted him, and restored him 
to his rightful place in Heaven. This is the one we serve. 

Worshipping Jesus (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 

First, every created being, whether in the physical realm or the spiritual realm, will bow before 
Jesus. We should understand this bowing as more than a mere act of respect or courtesy. It is an 
act of worship (see Revelation 5:14). The Bible teaches that worship is for God and God alone (see 
Revelation 22:9). For the text to envision universal worship of Jesus is a strong affirmation of his 
deity. Second, the worshiping will be accompanied by a confession. This word confess is 
sometimes misunderstood. This is not a confession of our sins or crimes. It is confession in the 
sense of acknowledgment, a statement of strong and passionate belief. All creatures, including all 
men and women, thus will acknowledge that Jesus is indeed the Lord. The saved will do so gladly, 
eagerly. The unsaved will have no choice; resistance will be futile. The truth that they rejected in 
their earthly lives will be all too clear, to their eternal disgrace. 
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Exalted by God to the highest place (Barnes Notes) 

As Mediator.  Though he was thus humbled, and appeared in the form of a servant, he is now 
raised up to the throne of glory, and to universal dominion. This exaltation is spoken of the 
Redeemer as he was, sustaining a divine and a human nature. If there was, as has been supposed, 
some obscuration or withdrawing of the symbols of his glory <Phil 2:7>, when he became a man, 
then this refers to the restoration of that glory, and would seem to imply, also, that there was 
additional honor conferred on him. There was all the augmented glory resulting from the work 
which he had performed in redeeming man. 

Having a Name above all names (Adam Clarke Commentary) 

If by his humiliation he has merited pardon and final salvation for the whole world, is it to be 
wondered that the human body, in which this fullness of the Godhead dwelt, and in which the 
punishment due to our sins was borne upon the tree, should be exalted above all human and all 
created beings? And this is the fact; for he hath given him a name, to  (grk 3588) onoma  (grk 
3686), the name, which is above every name: to  (grk 3588) is prefixed to onoma  (grk 3686) here 
by ABC, 17, Origen, Dionysius Alexandrinus, Eusebius, Cyril, and Procopius. This makes it much 
more emphatic. According to <Eph. 1:20-21>, the man Christ Jesus is exalted to the right hand of 
God, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. From which it appears that no 
creature of God is so far exalted and so glorious as the man Christ Jesus, human nature being in 
him dignified infinitely beyond the angelic nature; and that this nature has an authority and pre-
eminence which no being, either in heaven or earth, enjoys. In a word, as man was in the beginning 
at the head of all the creatures of God, Jesus Christ, by assuming human nature, suffering and 
dying in it, has raised it to its pristine state. And this is probably what is here meant by this high 
exaltation of Christ, and giving him a name which is above every name. But if we refer to any 
particular epithet, then the name JESUS or Saviour must be that which is intended; as no being 
either in heaven or earth can possess this name as he who is the Redeemer of the world does, for he 
is the only Saviour; none has or could redeem us to God but he; and throughout eternity he will 
ever appear as the sole Saviour of the human race. Hence, before his birth, Gabriel stated that his 
name shall be called Jesus; giving for reason, he shall SAVE his people from their sins. The 
qualifications of the Saviour of the world were so extraordinary, the redeeming acts so stupendous, 
and the result of all so glorious both to God and man, that it is impossible to conceive a higher 
name or title than that of JESUS, or Saviour of the world.  

Jesus is exalted because God gave Him all authority and placed all things under Him  (Eph 1:19-23) 

19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his 
mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God 
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Jesus is exalted because He has the supremacy over everything (Col 1:18-20) 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him,  

Jesus is exalted because He is superior to all things (Heb 1:4-6) 

4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 5 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father"? 
Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?  6 And again, when God brings his 
firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."   
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Jesus is exalted because everything is in submission to Him (1 Peter 3:21-22) 

It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God's right 
hand — with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

 

Exhortation to Serve Others (Phil 2:12-13) 
 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;  
13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.  
 
 

Serving others is our responsibility (12) 

Serve by bearing with the failings of others (Rom 15:1-2) 

15 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 
Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  

Serve by sharing and protecting others (1 John 3:16-18) 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need 
but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  

Serve as serving God (Eph 6:7) 

7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men,  

Serve by being diligent (1 Cor 16:15-16) 

15 You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 
devoted themselves to the service of the saints. I urge you, brothers, 16 to submit to such as these 
and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it.  

Serving others is part of being God's disciple and servant (Matt 10:42) 

42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."  

Serving as a servant (Mark 10:43) 

43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
 

Serving others is empowered by God (13) 

Serve others with the gifts God has provided (1 Peter 4:10) 

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God's grace in its various forms. 

Serve others according to the grace given by God (Rom 12:6-7) 

6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach 
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Serve others through the manifestation of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:7) 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  

Serve others because it is required of the faithful (1 Cor 4:1-2) 

So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things 
of God. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 

Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
Sometimes, even secular observers of culture get it right. One of the most respected and honored persons of 
the 20th century was an Albanian nun, Agnes Bojaxhiu. She was sent to India in 1929 to teach 
schoolchildren and enjoyed it. However, she was troubled by the grinding poverty she encountered on a 
daily basis, so she turned her attention to helping the poor. She founded the Missionaries of Charity, an 
organization dedicated to serving the “shunned of society,” those whom no one else was helping. This 
became an international relief organization. She was known to the public as Mother Teresa of Calcutta, and 
in 1979 was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her ministry. Despite her international celebrity, Mother 
Teresa never used her public reputation for her own sake. All the money she received for books, speaking, 
and prizes like the Nobel was poured back into her ministry to the poor. She never tired of this work, even 
until the day of her death in 1997. What motivates a person like Mother Teresa? Why would she give her 
life to helping people others had forgotten? How do we explain her fierce love for the unlovely? Only 
Mother Teresa knew this for sure, but we can attribute a lot of it to her love for God and her consequent 
desire to be of service to him. It is more difficult to understand the sacrifice made by the Son of God for our 
salvation. Emily Elliott, taking her cue from Paul’s Philippian Hymn, wrote, “Thou didst leave Thy throne 
and Thy kingly crown, When Thou camest to earth for me.” If we are to be like Christ, we too should be of 
this mind. We cannot be found holding too tightly to earthly position or riches. May there be no need for 
God to humble us in preparing us for Heaven because we have already humbled ourselves in obedience to 
him. 

 

Concluding Thoughts from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
Nowhere in Scripture does God directly tell us to love ourselves. Rather, God assumes that we will love 
ourselves because He designed us to do so. Jesus taught us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves 
(Matt. 22:39). We instinctively love ourselves. To love yourself does not mean that you idolize yourself. It 
simply means that you have a proper concern for your well-being. You deeply care about you, as God 
intended. There are individuals who seem to hate themselves, but having strong adverse feelings about 
yourself is not the norm. Such feelings often can be traced to something these people did or to some form of 
abuse by others. It is normal to love yourself and abnormal to hate yourself. There is nothing wrong with 
loving yourself as long as you do not become self-absorbed. We are not to love only ourselves. As Jesus 
said, "Love thy neighbour as thyself." When Paul wrote to the Philippians, he was concerned that they were 
focused too much on themselves and not enough on one another. Therefore, he instructed them to esteem 
others better than themselves. He meant that they should regard the needs of others as more important than 
their own needs. Jesus followed this principle when instead of waiting for the disciples to wash His feet, He 
washed their feet. He was saying, "I am putting your benefit ahead of My own." Paul penned the lesson's 
Scriptural text, and of course Paul was a man who modeled the principle of living for others. It is not wrong 
to care for your own needs as long as you also care for the needs of others. Jesus was the classic example of 
this principle. His death on the cross was a demonstration of looking after others. The manner in which 
Jesus died showed this principle in action. As He agonized in physical, emotional, and spiritual pain, He did 
not become self-absorbed. He still managed to focus on the needs of others. He forgave the soldiers for 
nailing Him to the cross. He ministered to the thief who was being crucified alongside Him. And He cared 
for the future needs of His mother. We know that Jesus underwent great pain, for He cried to His Father, 
"Why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matt. 27:46). He was not concerned only for Himself, however. In the midst 
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of His pain, He still was able to look out for others. And He was enduring the pain on behalf of sinners. 
Nothing will promote harmony in a church better than a mutual concern for one another's problems and 
needs. When Christians become overly concerned about their own needs, it translates into a lack of focus on 
the needs of others. A deficiency of interest in others will always produce strife. In the church at Jerusalem, 
the Grecian Jews were upset with the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 
daily food distribution (Acts 6:1). This perceived lack of proper concern immediately caused division in the 
church. A common cause of self-absorption is worry. Unless believers entrust their problems to a faithful 
Lord, they will become distracted and self-absorbed. The ability to look on the things of others stems from 
the ability to be anxious for nothing. All human history is divided between anticipating Christ's coming to 
earth to redeem mankind and looking backward to His redeeming work. It was without doubt the most 
unique and magnificent event imaginable. The gospel message of mercy and grace has transformed millions 
of sinners into saints and brought untold benefits to the world. Christians sometimes get so accustomed to 
the awesome wonder of it all that they think of it in a matter-of-fact way. Their outlook is refreshed when 
their witnessing draws another person into the kingdom and he becomes a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 
5:17). 

 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Unity is achieved only by submitting ourselves as individuals to Christ (Phil. 2:1-2) 
2. Following Christ means putting others' needs and concerns ahead of our own (vs. 3-4) 
3. Christlike service demands that we sacrifice some of our own desires and goals (vs. 5-7) 
4. God will honor our selfless sacrifice, even if others do not (vs. 8-9) 
5. Christian service and witness is not "Christian" unless it glorifies God (vs. 10-11) 
6. We work out our salvation in our daily lives by conforming to God's will (vs. 12-13) 

 

Heart of the Lesson from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
What is the secret of true service for the Lord? People have answered this question in many ways, but certainly no 
explanation would be complete without the precious truths found in Philippians 2:1-13. 
 

The challenge (Phil. 2:1-4) 

Evidently, the Philippian believers were having some tension in their relationships with one another. The 
Apostle Paul challenged them to be of the same mind, of the same love, and of one accord. Each person was 
to consider other people better than themselves. They were to have the proper attitude of acceptance and 
respect for one another. They were not to be self-centered but to be others-centered. This is a challenge for 
all believers today. How is this challenge met? 

 

The cure (Phil. 2:5-11) 

The challenge of bringing harmony to relationships among believers is met by using the mind of Christ that 
each believer has (cf. 1 Cor. 2:16). What is the mind of Christ like? Philippians 2:6-11 gives us the answer. 
These are some of the best known verses in the Bible. This section has been called the "great kenosis" 
passage; it describes how Jesus denied Himself divine prerogatives and took on the limitations of humanity. 
He did not consider His high station as something to cling to; He was willing to take on the likeness of 
sinful flesh, become a man, and be born in a manger to poor parents. As the God-Man, Jesus humbled 
Himself and became a servant, being obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, the worst way to die. 
On this side of heaven we will never completely understand the humility of Jesus. It had everything to do 
with Christ submitting to His Father's will to win salvation for all those who believe in Him. Christ's 
submission to the Father exposed Satan for who he truly is. Satan had rebelled against the Father in heaven 
and was ejected from there because of his sin. Christ's submission to His Father redeemed man and makes 
possible eternal life in heaven for His people. Christ submitted to His heavenly Father by dying in our place 
to pay the penalty for our sin, which is death. Christ was buried and then rose from the dead the third day. 
This demonstrated that salvation had been won and God's program for the world would continue. What was 
the Father's response to His Son's obedience and His winning our salvation? God highly exalted Him. When 
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Jesus ascended into heaven, His Father gave Him a name above every name. At this name every knee 
should, and one day will, bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord. 

 

The commitment (Phil. 2:12-13) 

Having the mind of Christ is displaying the humility of Christ. This means submitting to the Father's will to 
please Him in all areas of life. Paul taught us to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who works in us to do His will and good pleasure. Our humility gives evidence of God's saving power. The 
secret of true service for the Lord, then, is using the mind of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit by 
submitting to God as revealed in His Word Selfishness will be detected. The selflessness of Christ will be 
displayed Praise the Lord! 

 
 


