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Introduction 

Overview and Approach to Lesson 
The concept of the outline of the lesson came from Bible Expositor and Illuminator. This week's lesson 
teaches about God's Revelation to Moses. The study's aim is to show that God is willing to reveal Himself 
to all who wish to know Him. The study's application is to open our hearts and minds to our God and be 
ready to see what He shows us of Himself. 

 

Lesson Introduction and Background 

From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

Curiosity is a natural characteristic of people and animals alike. Any farm boy can describe how much fun it 
is to tease animals by doing something unusual around them and watching them respond with curiosity to 
see what happened. It is not always good to be curious, as the proverb "Curiosity killed the cat" warns us. 
According to Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia, the first time this proverb was actually printed was in 
The Washington Post on 4 March 1916. On the other hand, curiosity is behind much of the experimentation 
and learning of children and helps them grow in their understanding. As long as we can keep their curiosity 
from sticking things into light sockets, we can help them learn things useful for the rest of their lives. In the 
Bible we read that Samson's curiosity about a dead lion caused him to break his Nazarite vow (Judg. 14:8-
9). A positive incident, though, is the subject of the text for this lesson. God used something out of the 
ordinary to catch Moses' attention and arouse his curiosity. To many people, God is a mystery. To some 
who search for Him, He often seems to be elusive, causing a lot of frustration and sometimes anger. But in 
the Bible, we see a different picture. We see a God who has chosen to reveal Himself to anyone who wants 
to know Him. He also wants people to know that unlike the gods of other religions He is personal and seeks 
to relate to us. Since the dawn of time, man has been searching for that which is seemingly beyond him. 
God seems distant and sometimes comes across as terrifying, especially in the storms of nature. But the God 
of the Bible wants to show Himself in a personal way to all those who will prepare themselves to know 
Him. Moses is a prime example of how God deals with us in our lives. In this first lesson, we see how He 
showed Himself to Moses. 

 

Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

The Call Into Revelation (Exodus 3:1-6) 
 
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back 
of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  
2 And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, 
the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.  
3 Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn."  
4 So when the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, 
Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  
5 Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy 
ground."  
6 Moreover He said, "I am the God of your father — the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  
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Visible call (1-3) 

Visible God Himself (Isa 6:1-8) 

6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings 
they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And 
they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of 
his glory." 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 
filled with smoke. 5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty." 6 Then one 
of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away 
and your sin atoned for." 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?"And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  

Visible angel (Acts 16:9-10) 

9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come 
over to Macedonia and help us." 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave 
for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  

Visible through a vision (Acts 9:10-12) 

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, 
"Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. 11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight 
Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a 
man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight."  

Visible Jesus (Matt 4:18-22) 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 "Come, 
follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  20 At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called 
them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 

Audible call (4) 

Audible promise from God (Gen 12:1-3)  

12 The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and 
go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  

Audible from an angel (Acts 8:26-30) 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road — the desert road — that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, 
an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man 
had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the 
book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  

Audible assignment from God  (Josh 1:1-3) 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' 
aide: 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the 
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Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them — to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every 
place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 

Audible from the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:1-3) 

13 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, 
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While 
they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed 
their hands on them and sent them off. 

 

Holy call (5-6) 

Holiness through separation (2 Cor. 6:16-17)   

What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living 
God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and 
they will be my people." [17]  "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.  
Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."  

Holiness through suffering (Hebrews 2:10-11)   

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything 
exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. [11] Both the one who 
makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to 
call them brothers.  

Holiness through the sacrifice of Jesus (Hebrews 10:10)   

And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all.  

Holiness through the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:11)   

And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

Part of holiness is consecration (Exodus 19:10-13)   

10 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. 
Have them wash their clothes 11and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will 
come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12Put limits for the people around the 
mountain and tell them, `Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. 
Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13He shall surely be stoned or shot 
with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to 
live.' Only when the ram's horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain." 

When God makes something holy, man should be very careful how it is handled (1 Chron 13:9-10)   

9 When they came to the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, 
because the oxen stumbled. 10The LORD's anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down 
because he had put his hand on the ark. So he died there before God. 

 

The Message of Revelation (Exodus 3:13-15) 
 
13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?"  
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14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM 
has sent me to you.'"  
15 Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The Lord God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is 
My memorial to all generations.'  
 

The authority of the message (13-14) 

Commentary on "I AM" 

From NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
The name I AM, spoken by God, declares that God is always living and always the same. 
Coupled with the words of verse 6, this name told the slaves in Egypt that the God calling 
them to freedom was the same God of majesty and power who had called Abraham from 
Ur and had brought him to Canaan with wealth and power and honor. That same God 
could break the shackles of their slavery and bring them to that same land with similar 
wealth and power and honor.  To all of us, these two verses carry several great thoughts: 
First, the God who sent Moses is the only God who really is, the only one who actually 
exists. Other so-called gods are figments of human imagination. They are without life and 
without power.  Second, the God who sent Moses is eternal. Forever he is, and forever he 
is the same—past, present, and future. His people can depend on him, not only for all the 
years of this life on earth, but also throughout the eternity beyond this life.  Third, in a 
special sense the God who sent Moses is the God of the Hebrews. He is the one who 
called, blessed, and helped Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is the one who gave special 
promises about their descendants as well as about them. In a similar special sense he is 
the God of Christians, for they are “the Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16). By faith they are 
“children of Abraham,” and thus “are blessed along with Abraham” (Galatians 3:6-9).   

 

From Barnes Notes 
That is, "I am what I am." The words express absolute, and therefore unchanging and 
eternal Being. The name, which Moses was thus commissioned to use, was at once new 
and old; old in its connection with previous revelations; new in its full interpretation, and 
in its bearing upon the covenant of which Moses was the destined mediator.   

 

From Wycliffe Bible Commentary 
The name expresses "not abstract existence, but active manifestation of existence ... not 
what God will be in Himself ... but what He will approve Himself to others.... He will be 
to Moses and His people what He will be - something which is undefined, but which as 
His full nature is more completely unfolded, by the lessons of history and the teachings of 
the prophets, will prove to be more than words can express" (Cambridge Bible).  A 
similar thought is expressed by Keil and Delitzsch: "The question (v. 13) ... presupposed 
that the name expressed the nature and operations of God and that God would manifest in 
deeds the nature expressed in the name ... (He) designated Himself by this name as the 
absolute God...acting with unfettered ability and self-dependence."    

God sets His own authority (Acts 1:7)   

He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority.  

God has all the power in Heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18)   

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
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God was before all things and created all things (Col. 1:16-17)   

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. [17] He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

Man has no authority over godly things (John 19:11)   

Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. 
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin."  

All human authority comes from God (Romans 13:1)   

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 

The eternal nature of the message (15) 

Eternal nature of God's covenants (Ps 105:8) 

8 He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a thousand generations,  

Eternal nature of God's faithfulness (Ps 119:89-90) 

89 Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 90 Your faithfulness continues 
through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures.  

Eternal nature of God's purposes (Matt 24:34-35) 

34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  

Eternal nature of God's word (1 Peter 1:25) 

25 but the word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you. 
 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 

Concluding Thoughts from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
Moses was one of the most important, if not the most important, of all Jewish leaders (excepting Christ, of 
course). He is still revered in most Jewish circles today, and rightly so. God chose him to lead His people 
out of the land of Egypt. What made Moses so special? The book of Exodus opens with the Israelites still in 
Egypt. That is where they were at the close of the book of Genesis, but the situation now was far different. 
There arose a different king in Egypt, one who did not know about Joseph (1:8). He saw the Israelites as a 
source of cheap labor. The Israelites had slaved for the Egyptian monarchs for several hundred years, and 
they were thinking that God was not hearing their prayers for deliverance. God was hearing, but the time 
was not yet right. Enter Moses. Moses was an interesting person to lead the Israelites from slavery. He had 
been adopted by the pharaoh's daughter, but since she hired his mother to nurse him, he had grown up 
knowing about his Hebrew heritage. When God called him at the burning bush, Moses had already had 
quite an unusual life. He had slain an Egyptian taskmaster for treating one of his fellow Israelites poorly. He 
went on the run from Pharaoh, for the king had sought to exact vengeance on him. Now God called him. 
God made it known to Moses just who He was. "I am the God of thy father," He said. Since there is no 
word in Hebrew for grandfather or other progenitor, God identified which fathers He was talking about. 
First, He was "the God of Abraham." He actually could have stopped right there. Abraham was the most 
important figure in Hebrew history up to that point. Even in Jesus' day, Abraham was considered the top 
person to mention (John 8:39). God continued by mentioning the continuation of Abraham's line of family 
and spiritual heads: "the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." There was no mistaking it, the one and only 
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God, the One who made heaven and earth, was talking to the shepherd Moses. Moses' reaction was typical 
of those who encounter the Lord: "He was afraid to look upon God." God had already told Moses to take 
off his footwear, "for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground" (Exod. 3:5). Now Moses realized that 
far more than just the ground was holy. The whole experience was holy. He was in the presence of God 
Almighty. We probably will not find ourselves in such a situation. God has said that now He speaks through 
His Son (Heb. 1:2). Yet we do come into God's presence each time we come to Him in prayer. Do we have 
the same attitude that Moses had? Do we see our prayer time as a time of being in the very presence of God 
Almighty? We should. Yes, God has told us to come boldly into His presence (Heb. 4:16), but that is 
because we come by our great High Priest, Jesus. God is just as holy today as He was in Moses' day. May 
we remember that even as we close the Sunday school class in prayer. 

 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. Faithfulness in ordinary tasks often opens extraordinary opportunities for us (Exod. 3:1-2) 
2. When our hearts are right with God, we are sensitive to how He might direct us (vs. 3-4) 
3. We can never fully honor God unless we know something of His holiness (vs. 5-6) 
4. Our service is doomed to failure if it is done in our name and for our glory (vs. 13) 
5. Only a God who is self-existent is worthy of our devotion (vs. 14) 
6. We must have God's authority behind any work we presume to do for Him (vs. 15) 

 

Heart of the Lesson from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
People sometimes ask in anguish, "Why does God not show me the answer?" When God does give guidance, we see 
that He Himself is the sufficient answer.  
 

The right place at the right time (Exod. 3:1-2) 

Moses was on the job, herding sheep. He was not in a special place at a special time looking for God to 
speak to him. Moses had seen many, many bushes! He may have seen this same bush many times. But God 
had chosen this bush at this time and caused it to burn in order to speak to Moses. God can show you 
anything He wants at any time or place. It may not be on Sunday morning in church, although that is a good 
place to be in case He does speak that day. Making it your daily practice to read the Scriptures puts you in a 
good place too. God often reaches out to us through a special verse or passage. When you are living the way 
He expects you to live and doing what godly people do, you are in the right place for Him to speak to you in 
His time. 

 

God went deeper (Exod. 3:3-6) 

Moses focused his attention on the burning bush, and God called out Moses' name! Moses learned that 
while God was the great and awesome God of his ancestors, He also knew him intimately. When you begin 
to pay attention to God's approach to you, you may start to see that He knows all about your situation, 
personality, and challenges. You may also be led to be more reverent and respectful of Him and of the 
wonder that He cares so deeply about His world, His people, and you. He may even remind you to show 
proper reverence for His presence with you and His speaking to you. 

 

A life-changing task (Exod. 3:13) 

Moses had been a shepherd. He interacted with his family and probably very few others, and then only as a 
rather ordinary individual. Now God directed him to go to His people Israel and introduce himself as their 
God-sent leader. Our background text shows that God had a plan to lead His people out of Egypt and into 
the Promised Land. You and I will most likely never be called to perform such a task. The Exodus 
happened once in history and will never happen again. However, we are called to explain to people we meet 
who God is and what His message entails, just as Moses was called to reveal God to his people. 
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God gave the message to convey (Exod. 3:14-15) 

Moses had no credentials of leadership. He could not claim royal descent or elected authority. His only 
hope to be the leader of his people was the authority of the One who had sent him and who, up to that point, 
had no known name. God revealed Himself to Moses as "I AM THAT I AM," the great "I AM," the eternal 
self-existent One. This was to be His memorial name forever. The account of the burning bush and of God 
revealing Himself to Moses as the "I AM" was the defining moment of Moses' life. All that came later, even 
the giving of the law and the order of sacrifice and worship, was built on this great revelation. You may 
experience a turning point moment in your life. This may indicate that God is trying to get your attention. 
God uses many mysterious means to communicate with us. Make yourself available to Him, obey all you 
know of His Word and will, and look for Him to call out to you through whatever means He chooses. 

 
 


