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Worship Inspires Service 
1 Timothy 5:1-8, 17-22 
SS Lesson for 03/27/11 

 
Devotional Scripture:  Acts 6:1-6 

 

OUTLINE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

OVERVIEW AND APPROACH TO LESSON 
LESSON INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

SERVICE TO FAMILIES (1 TIM 5:1-8) 
Serving men and women (vs 1-2) 

By serving wholeheartedly (Eph 6:7) 
By serving with whatever gift God has given us (1 Peter 4:10) 
By serving as a servant (Mark 10:43) 
Serving because it is more blessed to give than receive (Acts 20:35) 
By serving to please and build up others (Rom 15:2) 
By serving prompted by love and faith (1 Thess 1:3) 

Serving widows (vs 3-6) 
Who is a widow (from Barnes Notes) 
Teaching the widows their responsibilities (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
The Church should support widows (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
True religion compels the Christian to look after widows  (James 1:27) 
God protects widows, so they deserve to be served (Ps 68:5) 
God punishes those who do not respect or serve widows (Mark 12:40) 

Charge to families (vs 7-8) 
Teach families to not forsake each other  (Isa 58:6-7) 
Teach fathers to not exasperate their children  (Eph 6:4) 
Teach fathers to know God  (1 John 2:13) 
Teach families to honor the father and mother (Eph 6:2) 
Teach children to obey their parents  (Eph 6:1) 
Teach family management (1 Tim 3:5) 
Teach families to love and how to be self-controlled  (Titus 2:4-5) 

SERVING LEADERS (1 TIM 5:17-22) 
Serve leaders through supporting them (vs 17-18) 

Support by allowing the sharing of the benefits  (1 Cor 9:7-11) 
Support by sharing all good things with leaders  (Gal 6:6) 
Support by welcoming and honoring leaders (Phil 2:29-30) 
Support by rewarding the service rendered by leaders (2 Tim 2:6) 

Serve leaders through knowing they are accountable (vs 19-20) 
Liability of Ministers (from Barnes Notes) 
Giving protection to the Elder (from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
Accountable to God for those under their watch-care (Heb 13:17) 
Accountability that cannot be judged by man without two or three witnesses (Deut 19:15) 
Accountability that requires severe punishment (Heb 10:28-30) 

Serve leaders through wisdom in selecting them (vs 21-22) 
A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is prayer and fasting (Acts 13:3) 
A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is the inquiring of God (Josh 9:14) 
A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is testing (1 Tim 3:10) 
A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is they must be qualified (2 Tim 2:2) 
A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is their trustworthiness in sound doctrine (Titus 1:7-9) 
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CONCLUSION AND OTHER THOUGHTS 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE NIV STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 

Serve with all purity (1 Tim. 5:1-2) 
Serve with compassion and honor (1 Tim. 5:3-8) 
Serve out of a grateful heart (1 Tim. 5:17-22) 

PRACTICAL POINTS FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 
HEART OF THE LESSON FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 

Worship by widows (1 Tim. 5:1-8) 
Worship by elders (1 Tim. 5:17-22) 
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Introduction 

Overview and Approach to Lesson 
The concept of the outline of the lesson came from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary and the detail 
came from a previous SS Lesson dated 01/29/2006. This week's lesson examines how Worship Inspries 
Service. The study's aim is to teach us to be aware that if a church worships together, it is very likely to 
work together to transform the church and the community. The study's application is to find out how the 
local church can be actively involved in transforming the community around it. 

 

Lesson Introduction and Background 

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Learning a “Love Language” 
A married person may struggle to express love for his or her spouse in ways that the spouse understands. As 
a solution, counselors who follow Gary Chapman’s philosophy may encourage such a person to learn the 
spouse’s “love language.” How does the wife or husband understand best that love is being expressed? Is it 
by spending time together? by helping with common household tasks? by listening carefully? by offering 
encouragement? Any of those actions can express genuine love. But to communicate love effectively, the 
husband or wife needs to understand and do what best connects with the spouse’s own needs. The husband 
needs to choose the actions that speak his wife’s “love language” and vice versa. The church faces a similar 
challenge: effectively communicating God’s love in a sinful world. God’s love in the cross needs to be 
demonstrated in ways that speak love to the world. The world may not easily understand that its essential 
need is for forgiveness, but it can often understand practical acts of compassion that are grounded in the 
gospel. 
The instructions in this text have to do with that love language of practical compassion. When the church 
sees a need, it must express the love of God in ways that meet that need. But because the world remains 
sinful, that task is never easy. People who are the objects of compassion can make a sham of the church’s 
love. Leaders who are infected with sin can use their position to serve themselves. To be effective, the 
church must reckon with those grim realities. Today’s text gives instruction on those matters as well. 
 
Lesson Background 
Today’s text continues Paul’s instruction to his young associate Timothy, who worked with the church in 
the great city of Ephesus. The background is the same as that of the first three lessons in this series, so that 
need not be repeated here. But today’s text requires us to grapple with certain challenges that Timothy faced 
that have not yet been addressed in this series. One such challenge was that of economic disparity. Like any 
city, Ephesus had people who were rich and poor, powerful and vulnerable. Among the most vulnerable 
were widows, a major subject of today’s lesson. Men held the rights to most property, and women had few 
opportunities to support themselves. Consequently, women who lost their husbands could find themselves 
destitute. Leadership is a great challenge in such settings (compare Acts 6:1). Leaders have difficult, time-
consuming work. Sadly, leaders can also exploit their power for selfish ends. The text also deals with these 
issues, so that the church’s compassionate witness can remain pure and clear. 

 
 

From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

Christians often have the regrettable tendency to separate worship from service. Worship, many suppose, 
deals only with our relationship with God and has nothing to do with our relationships with others. People 
think that worship is what we do in church; when we go home or to work the rest of the week, we leave 
worship behind. Worship is "spiritual"; the rest of our life is "practical." Worship is "sacred"; the rest of our 
life is "secular." This is not biblical. Scripture teaches that for those who have been transformed by God's 
grace, there is no distinction between sacred and secular, between worship and other activities. While public 
worship is essential, our whole life should consist of acts that glorify God and are thus acts of worship. That 



Worship Inspires Service         Page 4 of 10                 SS Lesson for 03/27/11 

is the theme of this week's lesson. Worship does not just inspire service; service is actually a means of 
worshiping God. We all have heard of missionaries who have gone out to minister the gospel in other 
countries. Very often, in order to start their work there, they have to first meet the people's basic needs of 
food, clothing, and shelter. Only after they have done this can they present the gospel of Jesus in a manner 
that is credible to the people in their context. In other words, worship and service are closely related. 
Having one without the other often does not make a whole lot of sense. In this week's lesson we learn about 
the vital connection between true worship and active service. A church that worships together is usually a 
church that works well together to improve the lives of their members and of others in their community. The 
Christian life is useless if it does not have a practical dimension. 

 

Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

Service to Families (1 Tim 5:1-8) 
 
1 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 
2 older women as mothers, younger as sisters, with all purity. 
3 Honor widows who are really widows. 
4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their 
parents; for this is good and acceptable before God. 
5 Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and 
day. 
6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives. 
7 And these things command, that they may be blameless. 
8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever. 
 

Serving men and women (vs 1-2) 

By serving wholeheartedly (Eph 6:7) 

7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men,  

By serving with whatever gift God has given us (1 Peter 4:10) 

10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God's grace in its various forms.  

By serving as a servant (Mark 10:43) 

43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,  

Serving because it is more blessed to give than receive (Acts 20:35) 

35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"  

By serving to please and build up others (Rom 15:2) 

2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  

By serving prompted by love and faith (1 Thess 1:3) 

3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Serving widows (vs 3-6) 

Who is a widow (from Barnes Notes) 

We associate with the word "widow," commonly, not only the idea of the loss of a husband, but 
many other things that are the usual accompaniments of widowhood such as poor and dependent 
condition; care and solicitude; sadness and sorrow. This idea is implied in the use of the word 
employed here means properly one who is "bereaved," and which, as Calvin says, conveys the idea 
of one in distressed circumstances. What Paul regarded as constituting true widowhood, he 
specifies in 1 Tim 5:4-5,9-10. He connects with it the idea that she had no persons dependent on 
her; that she was desolate, and evinced true trust in God; that she was so aged that she would not 
marry again; and that by her life she had given evidence of possessing a heart of true benevolence; 
1 Tim 5:10. 

Teaching the widows their responsibilities (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 

Paul maintains that the Christian widow is in a unique position to trust in God and pray. Her tragic 
circumstance can bring her closer to God. It is the kind of widow who gives herself wholly to God 
who is a prime candidate for the church’s “widow list.” This kind of widow is represented by Anna 
in Luke 2:36, 37. This elderly woman was constantly helping and praying in the temple. 

The Church should support widows (from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 

The churches of Timothy’s day evidently take seriously the responsibility of supporting financially 
the widows in the Christian community. Widows have a very difficult time supporting themselves 
in the ancient world. The Scripture groups “widows and orphans” together in numerous places to 
describe those who are most vulnerable. (James 1:27). The church takes care of the physical needs 
of widows. In exchange for the financial support, these widows probably perform certain duties to 
help support the work of the local congregation. 

True religion compels the Christian to look after widows  (James 1:27) 

27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.  

God protects widows, so they deserve to be served (Ps 68:5) 

5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.  

God punishes those who do not respect or serve widows (Mark 12:40) 

40 They devour widows ' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished 
most severely."   

 

Charge to families (vs 7-8) 

Teach families to not forsake each other  (Isa 58:6-7) 

6 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords 
of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter--when you see the naked, to clothe him, and 
not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  

Teach fathers to not exasperate their children  (Eph 6:4) 

4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of 
the Lord.  
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Teach fathers to know God  (1 John 2:13) 

13 I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, 
young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, dear children, because you 
have known the Father.  

Teach families to honor the father and mother (Eph 6:2) 

2 "Honor your father and mother"-which is the first commandment with a promise-  

Teach children to obey their parents  (Eph 6:1) 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

Teach family management (1 Tim 3:5) 

5(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?)  

Teach families to love and how to be self-controlled  (Titus 2:4-5) 

4 Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-
controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no 
one will malign the word of God. 

 

Serving Leaders (1 Tim 5:17-22) 
 
17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and 
doctrine. 
18 For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain," and, "The laborer is worthy of 
his wages." 
19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. 
20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear. 
21 I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without 
prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 
22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people's sins; keep yourself pure. 
 

Serve leaders through supporting them (vs 17-18) 

Support by allowing the sharing of the benefits  (1 Cor 9:7-11) 

7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its 
grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk? 8 Do I say this merely from a human 
point of view? Doesn't the Law say the same thing? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: "Do 
not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain." Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10 
Surely he says this for us, doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman 
plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. 11 If we 
have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you?  

Support by sharing all good things with leaders  (Gal 6:6) 

6 Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor.  

Support by welcoming and honoring leaders (Phil 2:29-30) 

29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, 30 because he almost died 
for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.  
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Support by rewarding the service rendered by leaders (2 Tim 2:6) 

6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.  
 

Serve leaders through knowing they are accountable (vs 19-20) 

Liability of Ministers (from Barnes Notes) 

The ministers of religion often give offence to wicked people by their rebukes of sin (compare 
Mark 6:17-20); wicked people would rejoice to see an accusation against them sustained; the cause 
of religion would be liable to suffer much when its ministers were condemned as guilty of gross 
offences, and it is right, therefore, that the evidence in the case should be as free as possible from 
all suspicion that it is caused by malignity, by hatred of religion, or by conspiracy, or by a desire to 
see religion disgraced. The character of a minister of the gospel is of value, not only to himself and 
family, as is the case with that of other people, but is of special value to the church, and to the 
cause of religion. It is the property of the church. The interests of religion depend much on it, and 
it should not be wantonly assailed; and every precaution should be adopted that Christianity should 
not be deprived of the advantage which may be derived in its favor from the piety, experience, and 
talents of its public defenders. At the same time, however, the wicked, though in the ministry, 
should not be screened from the punishment which they deserve. The apostle gave no injunction to 
attempt to cover up their faults, or to save them from a fair trial. He only demanded such security 
as the nature of the case required, that the trial should be fair. If a minister of the gospel has been 
proved to be guilty of crime, the honor of religion, as well as simple justice, requires that he shall 
be punished as he deserves. 

Giving protection to the Elder (from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 

Because of his position, an elder is very likely to become the focus of attacks, whether from 
enemies of the gospel or from disgruntled or envious church members. The church should not even 
consider an accusation against an elder, much less convict him (Deut 17:6), unless the credible 
evidence of two or three witnesses is available. The elder has great responsibilities. He should 
receive the protective support of those he seeks to serve. 

Accountable to God for those under their watch-care (Heb 13:17) 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must 
give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 

Accountability that cannot be judged by man without two or three witnesses (Deut 19:15) 

15 One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may have 
committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.  

Accountability that requires severe punishment (Heb 10:28-30) 

28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. 29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has 
trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant 
that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

 

Serve leaders through wisdom in selecting them (vs 21-22) 

A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is prayer and fasting (Acts 13:3) 

3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  
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A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is the inquiring of God (Josh 9:14) 

14 The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD.  

A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is testing (1 Tim 3:10) 

10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.  

A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is they must be qualified (2 Tim 2:2) 

2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men 
who will also be qualified to teach others.  

A prerequisite of the selection of leaders is their trustworthiness in sound doctrine (Titus 1:7-9) 

7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless — not overbearing, not 
quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather he 
must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 
disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can 
encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 

Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
How can the church demonstrate the love of God to a sinful, loveless world? The answer in our text is clear 
enough: church members demonstrate God’s love in the way they interact. Church members are to be 
known for their love and respect for each other, not by the petty arguments and jealousies that seem all too 
common. The church demonstrates God’s love with practical generosity for those in need. Our concern is 
not just the physical need, but also growth in faith and godliness. Just as the first-century church cared for 
needy widows, we can work together to care for those who are vulnerable. To accomplish this ministry of 
practical compassion requires that the church have dedicated leaders whose lives reflect God’s love with 
growing purity. They know the language that speaks God’s love to the world that needs to hear it. 

 

Concluding Thoughts from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
True worship of God erupts from the heart that appreciates who God is. God is love, full of mercy and grace. God is 
faithful, righteous, and just. God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. He alone is worthy of all worship, 
reverence, and praise. Realizing these truths stirs our motivation and activates our minds to think beyond ourselves 
toward others and then directs us in how to interact with our fellow man. In this week's lesson text, Paul strongly 
counseled Timothy about correcting the aged, attending to the vulnerable, and keeping himself above reproach. 
 

Serve with all purity (1 Tim. 5:1-2) 

Church leaders could minister to saints of various ages, of both genders, and of different backgrounds all at 
the same time in the same place. For example, how pastors admonish the parishioners may critically impact 
the success or failure of their ministry. All congregants deserve the same loving care. This warrants 
particular mention in view of today's multicultural churches and varied worship traditions. The Apostle Paul 
cautioned Timothy not to deal harshly with the older men but to embrace them as fathers. Timothy was to 
show proper regard when correcting the saints, esteeming them as family, for we all belong to the family of 
God. 

 

Serve with compassion and honor (1 Tim. 5:3-8) 

Paul stated that needy widows are to be cared for by their family. Children and grandchildren who repay 
their parents in this way demonstrate love and gratitude to their parents and devotion to their faith in 
performing their Christian duty. The church is to care for godly widows who are needy and have no family 
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to turn to. Paul taught that having rules in this and all church matters ensures harmony and that all members 
in the church should be treated fairly. 

 

Serve out of a grateful heart (1 Tim. 5:17-22) 

The matter of monetary compensation for church work can become divisive. Scripture is very clear that the 
workman who labors in the Word is to be valued and honored. The heart of the grateful servant appreciates 
the opportunity to give back to God a portion of that which He has so graciously given him. 

 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. The church is a family that owes one another both love and respect (1 Tim. 5:1-2) 
2. Those who receive help from the church have a special obligation to live in holiness (vs. 3-5) 
3. One who professes Christ but pursues only pleasure betrays his or her testimony of faith (vs. 6-7) 
4. The church must not be burdened to provide for those who can be supported by their own families (vs. 8) 
5. It is a shame for a faithful pastor to be paid inadequately (vs. 17-18) 
6. Caution in choosing church leaders will prevent much sorrow and embarrassment in the church (vss. 19-22) 

 

Heart of the Lesson from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
Worship is not just the music portion of our Sunday services. Music is a good way to worship God, but even worship 
is not an end in itself. Our worship should inspire service to God. This lesson focuses on two elements of making 
worship happen the way God wants. 
 

Worship by widows (1 Tim. 5:1-8) 

The main focus of this section is on widows. God cares for widows, but He has certain expectations of 
them. First, they must show "piety at home." That means their religion, their worship of God, must be put 
into practice. How? One way is by repaying their parents. That may seem odd, but the point is to give back 
to those who have done good to you. Many of us have grown up in Christian homes. That is an incredible 
blessing that God has given us. It would serve us well to do all we can to help our parents, whether they are 
widowed or not. We all know that our parents have sacrificed much for us. Sometimes we do not know how 
much. Often, especially when their children are very small, parents make sacrifices to keep things appearing 
normal for their children, who never know about such things. They may never find out until they become 
parents themselves and do the same for their children. That is one reason it is important for each of us to 
pay heed to what Paul said to Timothy. 

 

Worship by elders (1 Tim. 5:17-22) 

An elder is one of the officers of a church. In some churches, elders are the only officers. In this section, 
Paul dealt with the rewards and responsibilities of elders. Paul first wrote that "the elders that rule well 
[should] be counted worthy of double honour" (1 Tim. 5:17). That is an important instruction. One of the 
benefits elders provide is promoting proper worship in the church. This is obviously very important in the 
church, for as Paul said in an earlier epistle, "Let all things be done decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:40). 
The context there deals with the matter of tongues, but the fact that Paul said that all things should be in 
order shows that it has a wide application. In terms of the responsibilities of the elders, Paul made it clear 
that the church is not to ordain just anyone. "Lay hands suddenly on no man" (1 Tim. 5:22) refers to 
appointing elders to serve in the church. We should be careful, for if an elder proves to be unworthy, we 
become "partaker of other men's sins." Time is a very valuable asset. We need to take proper time to 
evaluate a man for the office of elder. Since elders have such a vital role in the church, an elder who is 
unworthy affects the worship of the whole church. The offices of the church are holy callings. The church's 
job is to recognize those whom God has already placed in their midst to serve others, teach the Scriptures, 
and exercise authority! We often suffer from a too limited idea of what worship is. Worship deals with so 
much. Even the conduct of the church is a part of worship. That is why it is so very important for us to heed 
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what Paul said in his first letter to Timothy. God always knows what is best for the church, and He has made 
clear what the best is in His Word. May we continue to heed it today and every day. 

 
 
 


