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Teaching Values 
Prov 15:21-33 

SS Lesson for 09/18/2011 
 
Devotional Scripture: Col 3:1-14 

 

OUTLINE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

OVERVIEW AND APPROACH TO LESSON 
LESSON INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

MANIFESTATIONS OF WISDOM (PROV 15:21-24) 
Having understanding and discernment (21) 

Understanding given by Jesus (1 John 5:20) 
Understanding that is hidden in Jesus (Col 2:2-3) 
Understanding that comes from the mind of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:13-16) 
Discernment based on the knowledge and insight given by God (Phil 1:9-10) 
Discernment to know and prove what is good and acceptable to God (Rom 12:2) 
Discernment to distinguish good from evil (Heb 5:14) 

Having wise counsel (22) 
Wise men listen to wise counsel (Prov 1:5) 
Nations should be committed to wise counsel (Prov 11:14) 
In seeking wise counsel, ask God for it and He will give it generously (James 1:5) 
Wise counsel knows the proper time and procedure (Eccl 8:5) 
Wise counsel is guided by a godly mind (Prov 16:23) 

Having timely words (23) 
Timely words is to provide wise instructions (Prov 9:9) 
Timely words comes from the words God provides (Luke 21:15) 
Timely words uses godly wisdom (Ps 37:30) 
Timely words is knowing when to use words with restraint (Prov 17:27-28) 

Having a godly way of life (24) 
Have a godly life through training (1 Tim 4:7-8) 
Have a godly life by fleeing ungodliness (1 Tim 6:11) 
Have a godly life through God's divine power (2 Peter 1:3) 
Have a godly life by maturing in the faith (2 Peter 1:5-8) 
Have a godly life because the end is near (2 Peter 3:10-11) 

CONSEQUENCES OF WICKEDNESS (PROV 15:25-29) 
Destruction of the proud (25) 

Destruction because God repays the proud in full (Ps 31:23) 
Destruction because the proud will not go unpunished (Prov 16:5) 
Destruction because pride causes us to not seek God (Ps 10:4) 
Destruction because God does not have patience with the proud (Ps 101:5) 
Destruction because pride brings us low in the eyes of God (Isa 2:11) 
Destruction because God opposes the proud (1 Peter 5:5) 

Being an abomination to God for wicked thoughts (26) 
Wicked thoughts lead men to plot (Ps 37:12-13) 
Wicked thoughts makes us rush into evil (Prov 6:18) 
Wicked thoughts have ceased to be wise and good (Ps 36:3-4) 
Wicked thoughts are sinful (Prov 24:8-9) 
Wicked thoughts brings disaster (Mic 2:1-3) 
God hates a wicked heart (Zech 8:17) 

Household troubles because of greed (27) 
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Greed manifests itself through unrighteousness and injustice (Jer 22:13-14) 
Greed manifests itself through property gained using fraud (Mic 2:2) 
Greed manifests itself through building unjustly trying to escape ruin (Hab 2:9-12) 
Greed manifests itself through illegal possession (1 Kings 21:16-19) 
Greed manifests itself through discontent with current possessions (Eccl 4:8) 
Greed manifests itself through trying to get rich the wrong way (1 Tim 6:9) 

Wicked speech (28) 
Wicked speech corrupts (James 3:6) 
Wicked speech is unwholesome talk (Eph 4:29) 
Wicked speech speaks deceit (Ps 5:9) 
Wicked speech curses (James 3:10) 
Wicked speech is boastful and empty words that appeal to our lustful desires (2 Peter 2:18) 

Alienation from God (29) 
Separation from God through not having anything in common with righteousness (2 Cor 6:15-17) 
Separation from God through unfaithfulness and perversion (Deut 32:19-20) 
Separation from God by being deprived of good things (Jer 5:25) 
Separation from God through stubbornness (Eph 4:18) 
Separation from God through pagan spiritualism (Lev 20:6) 

EVIDENCES OF HEEDING INSTRUCTION (PROV 15:30-33) 
Rejoicing in the heart (30) 

Rejoicing over God's righteousness (Ps 32:11) 
Rejoicing over God being our strength (Hab 3:17-19) 
Rejoicing over God's trustworthiness (Ps 33:21) 
Rejoicing before God (Ps 68:4-6) 
Rejoicing over the day God has made (Ps 118:24) 

Receiving correction (31-32) 
Receiving correction from God's discipline (Prov 6:23) 
Receiving correction from preaching (2 Tim 4:2) 
Receiving correction from Scripture (2 Tim 3:16) 

Fear of the Lord (33) 
Wisdom that comes from the fear of the Lord (Prov 3:7-8) 
A productive life that is based on fear of the Lord (Ps 128:1-2) 
Knowledge of God is found in the fear of the Lord (Prov 2:3-5) 
Needs met through fear of the Lord (Ps 34:9) 

CONCLUSION AND OTHER THOUGHTS 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE NIV STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 
PRACTICAL POINTS FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 
HEART OF THE LESSON FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 

Folly (Prov. 15:21) 
Counsel (Prov. 15:22) 
Words (Prov. 15:23) 
The way of life (Prov. 15:24) 
Pride (Prov. 15:25) 
Plans (Prov. 15:26) 
Greed (Prov. 15:27) 
Thoughtfulness (Prov. 15:28) 
Prayer (Prov. 15:29) 
Encouragement (Prov. 15:30) 
Teaching (Prov. 15:31-33) 
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Introduction 

Overview and Approach to Lesson 
The outline of the lesson came from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator. It examines Teaching Values.  
The study's aim is to teach that when we have good, strong biblical values, we will not go wrong. The 
study's application is to humbly accept God's loving discipline and instructions knowing that they will 
bring understanding. 

 

Lesson Introduction and Background 

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Person of Understanding 
Sometimes college graduates think they know it all! Four years of hard work seemed like a great hurdle to 
me, especially when very few in my extended family ever went to college. To be content with a bachelor’s 
degree in ministry, especially when churches were willing to hire preachers at that level, was tempting. 
After all, I knew everything! Before I could get away from the graduation ceremonies of that day, however, 
a preacher friend of mine came to me with some good advice. He said, “Walt, you ought to go to seminary. 
There are some good people there you need to get to know.” He had been our commencement speaker. I 
valued his counsel and decided to heed it. I enrolled in graduate school. Three years later, I moved to the 
very church where my friend had preached. Following that ministry and two others, I entered the academic 
arena, eventually to become a faculty member at a Bible college. Heeding my friend’s counsel completely 
changed my life—for the better! People need good and effective counsel in order to live well. Proverbs is a 
divine source of counsel that can guide us toward a godly life. Just as higher education led me to ever 
higher academic abilities, so heeding the good counsel of Proverbs can lead us to ever greater spiritual 
maturity. 
 
Lesson Background 
Michael V. Fox notes that “Proverbs’ guiding belief is that the human intellect—wisdom—founded on fear 
of God and tutored in traditional teachings, is the prime virtue of character, and as such is the necessary 
(and almost sufficient) means for creating a life of success—materially, physically, socially, and morally.” 
That, in a nutshell, is what our lesson is about. We observed in previous lessons that Proverbs 1-9 functions 
as a long introduction to the collections of proverbs in the rest of the book. The 10 “lectures” of Proverbs 1-
9 swirl around the themes of the two paths (righteousness and wickedness) and the importance of holding 
fast to Lady Wisdom rather than Woman Folly. Proverbs 10-29 consists of short, pithy wisdom phrases, as 
we commonly understand the proverbs. Many scholars have tried to discover a structure to these 
collections, but no consensus has been reached. The various proverbs seem to be more randomly arranged 
than not. We do not have the original contexts of the individual proverbs. All this makes it very difficult to 
compose and outline this lesson! However, the wise person reading the collected proverbs can discern the 
meaning. Some scholars have divided the first collection of Solomon’s proverbs (that is, Proverbs 10:1-
22:16) into two parts: 10:1-15:32 and 15:33-22:16. Others see a slightly different division, with the first 
part ending at 15:29. Either way, this means that our text for this lesson crosses this dividing line. The major 
characteristic of the first part of 10:1-15:32 is antithetical parallelism; this means that the second line of the 
proverb contrasts with the thought of the first line. The most prominent theme is between the righteous wise 
and the wicked fool. 

 

From the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

Our topic for this week's lesson is teaching values. Sociologists point out that every culture has values, that 
is, things that people consider important and desirable. These values reflect themselves in norms, or 
standards of behavior. Some standards are customary and optional, while others are considered so essential 
that they must never be broken. In a diverse society of fallen humanity, cultural values and Christian values 
are not always the same. Some cultural values do coincide with biblical teaching. Others are unimportant to 



Teaching Values         Page 4 of 12                 SS Lesson for 09/18/2011 

believers, and still others are downright hostile to our faith. For this reason, "teaching values" is very 
different for Christians than it is for society at large. What we consider important and worth passing on to 
the next generation rests not on the evaluation of our society but on God Himself. This week we learn how 
to impart the values that are crucial to our faith. In our teaching and in our learning as Christians, we are 
encouraged to be guided by God's holy Word. The Bible reminds us that by nature we are born with a 
tendency to sin and to do wrong. Have we not seen how even a little child will carefully look at us and then 
attempt to do something he or she knows is not right? This shows that we all are prone to sin. Without 
correction and proper teaching of biblical values, we will always do what is wrong, for doing wrong comes 
naturally. Doing what is right comes with proper teaching. Our lesson this week shows us that biblical 
values need to be taught diligently. 

 

Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

Manifestations of Wisdom (Prov 15:21-24) 
 
21 Folly is joy to him who is destitute of discernment, But a man of understanding walks uprightly.  
22 Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counselors they are established.  
23 A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, And a word spoken in due season, how good it is!  
24 The way of life winds upward for the wise, That he may turn away from hell below.  
 

Having understanding and discernment (21) 

Understanding given by Jesus (1 John 5:20) 

20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may 
know him who is true. And we are in him who is true — even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life.  

Understanding that is hidden in Jesus (Col 2:2-3) 

2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the 
full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, 
Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

Understanding that comes from the mind of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:13-16) 

13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual man makes judgments 
about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment:  16 "For who has known the 
mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?"  But we have the mind of Christ.  

Discernment based on the knowledge and insight given by God (Phil 1:9-10) 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 
insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the 
day of Christ,  

Discernment to know and prove what is good and acceptable to God (Rom 12:2) 

2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.  
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Discernment to distinguish good from evil (Heb 5:14) 

14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 
good from evil.  

 

Having wise counsel (22) 

Wise men listen to wise counsel (Prov 1:5) 

5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance —   

Nations should be committed to wise counsel (Prov 11:14) 

14 For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure.  

In seeking wise counsel, ask God for it and He will give it generously (James 1:5) 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to him. 

Wise counsel knows the proper time and procedure (Eccl 8:5) 

5 Whoever obeys his command will come to no harm, and the wise heart will know the proper time 
and procedure.  

Wise counsel is guided by a godly mind (Prov 16:23) 

23 A wise man's heart guides his mouth, and his lips promote instruction.  
 

Having timely words (23) 

Timely words is to provide wise instructions (Prov 9:9) 

9 Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his 
learning.  

Timely words comes from the words God provides (Luke 21:15) 

15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or 
contradict.  

Timely words uses godly wisdom (Ps 37:30) 

30 The mouth of the righteous man utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks what is just.  

Timely words is knowing when to use words with restraint (Prov 17:27-28) 

27 A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered.  
28 Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue. 

 

Having a godly way of life (24) 

Have a godly life through training (1 Tim 4:7-8) 

7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 
For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for 
both the present life and the life to come.  

Have a godly life by fleeing ungodliness (1 Tim 6:11) 

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness.   
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Have a godly life through God's divine power (2 Peter 1:3) 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  

Have a godly life by maturing in the faith (2 Peter 1:5-8) 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 
For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Have a godly life because the end is near (2 Peter 3:10-11) 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  11 Since 
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy and godly lives 

 

Consequences of Wickedness (Prov 15:25-29) 
 
25 The Lord will destroy the house of the proud, But He will establish the boundary of the widow.  
26 The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord, But the words of the pure are pleasant.  
27 He who is greedy for gain troubles his own house, But he who hates bribes will live.  
28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.  
29 The Lord is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the righteous.  
 

Destruction of the proud (25) 

Destruction because God repays the proud in full (Ps 31:23) 

23 Love the Lord, all his saints! The Lord preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.  

Destruction because the proud will not go unpunished (Prov 16:5) 

5 The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.  

Destruction because pride causes us to not seek God (Ps 10:4) 

4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.  

Destruction because God does not have patience with the proud (Ps 101:5) 

5 Whoever slanders his neighbor in secret, him will I put to silence; whoever has haughty eyes and 
a proud heart, him will I not endure.  

Destruction because pride brings us low in the eyes of God (Isa 2:11) 

11 The eyes of the arrogant man will be humbled and the pride of men brought low; the Lord alone 
will be exalted in that day.  

Destruction because God opposes the proud (1 Peter 5:5) 

5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble." 
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Being an abomination to God for wicked thoughts (26) 

Wicked thoughts lead men to plot (Ps 37:12-13) 

12 The wicked plot against the righteous and gnash their teeth at them; 13 but the Lord laughs at 
the wicked, for he knows their day is coming.  

Wicked thoughts makes us rush into evil (Prov 6:18) 

18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil,  

Wicked thoughts have ceased to be wise and good (Ps 36:3-4) 

3 The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful; he has ceased to be wise and to do good.  4 
Even on his bed he plots evil; he commits himself to a sinful course and does not reject what is 
wrong.  

Wicked thoughts are sinful (Prov 24:8-9) 

8 He who plots evil will be known as a schemer. 9 The schemes of folly are sin, and men detest a 
mocker.  

Wicked thoughts brings disaster (Mic 2:1-3) 

2 Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds! At morning's light they 
carry it out because it is in their power to do it. 2 They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and 
take them. They defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his inheritance. 3 Therefore, the Lord 
says: "I am planning disaster against this people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will 
no longer walk proudly, for it will be a time of calamity.  

God hates a wicked heart (Zech 8:17) 

17 do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this," declares 
the Lord. 

 

Household troubles because of greed (27) 

Greed manifests itself through unrighteousness and injustice (Jer 22:13-14) 

13 "Woe to him who builds his palace by unrighteousness, his upper rooms by injustice, making 
his countrymen work for nothing, not paying them for their labor. 14 He says, 'I will build myself a 
great palace with spacious upper rooms.' So he makes large windows in it, panels it with cedar and 
decorates it in red.  

Greed manifests itself through property gained using fraud (Mic 2:2) 

2 They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a man of his home, a 
fellowman of his inheritance.  

Greed manifests itself through building unjustly trying to escape ruin (Hab 2:9-12) 

9 "Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust gain to set his nest on high, to escape the clutches of 
ruin!  10 You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, shaming your own house and forfeiting your 
life. 11 The stones of the wall will cry out, and the beams of the woodwork will echo it. 12 "Woe 
to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a town by crime!  

Greed manifests itself through illegal possession (1 Kings 21:16-19) 

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take possession of 
Naboth's vineyard. 17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 18 "Go down to 
meet Ahab king of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth's vineyard, where he has 
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gone to take possession of it. 19 Say to him, 'This is what the Lord says: Have you not murdered a 
man and seized his property?' Then say to him, 'This is what the Lord says: In the place where dogs 
licked up Naboth's blood, dogs will lick up your blood — yes, yours!'"  

Greed manifests itself through discontent with current possessions (Eccl 4:8) 

8 There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his 
eyes were not content with his wealth. "For whom am I toiling," he asked, "and why am I depriving 
myself of enjoyment?" This too is meaningless —  a miserable business!  

Greed manifests itself through trying to get rich the wrong way (1 Tim 6:9) 

9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

 

Wicked speech (28) 

Wicked speech corrupts (James 3:6) 

6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole 
person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  

Wicked speech is unwholesome talk (Eph 4:29) 

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  

Wicked speech speaks deceit (Ps 5:9) 

9 Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; their heart is filled with destruction. Their throat is 
an open grave; with their tongue they speak deceit.  

Wicked speech curses (James 3:10) 

10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.  

Wicked speech is boastful and empty words that appeal to our lustful desires (2 Peter 2:18) 

18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human 
nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 

 

Alienation from God (29) 

Separation from God through not having anything in common with righteousness (2 Cor 6:15-17) 

15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with 
an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will 
be their God, and they will be my people."  17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, 
says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."  

Separation from God through unfaithfulness and perversion (Deut 32:19-20) 

19 The Lord saw this and rejected them because he was angered by his sons and daughters. 20 "I 
will hide my face from them," he said, "and see what their end will be; for they are a perverse 
generation, children who are unfaithful.  

Separation from God by being deprived of good things (Jer 5:25) 

25 Your wrongdoings have kept these away; your sins have deprived you of good.  
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Separation from God through stubbornness (Eph 4:18) 

18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  

Separation from God through pagan spiritualism (Lev 20:6) 

6 "'I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by 
following them, and I will cut him off from his people. 

 

Evidences of Heeding Instruction (Prov 15:30-33) 
 
30 The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, And a good report makes the bones healthy.  
31 The ear that hears the rebukes of life Will abide among the wise.  
32 He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, But he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.  
33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, And before honor is humility.  
 

Rejoicing in the heart (30) 

Rejoicing over God's righteousness (Ps 32:11) 

11 Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!  

Rejoicing over God being our strength (Hab 3:17-19) 

17 Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop 
fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 19 The Sovereign Lord is my 
strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights. For the 
director of music. On my stringed instruments. 

Rejoicing over God's trustworthiness (Ps 33:21) 

21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.  

Rejoicing before God (Ps 68:4-6) 

4 Sing to God, sing praise to his name, extol him who rides on the clouds — his name is the Lord 
—  and rejoice before him. 5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy 
dwelling. 6 God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing; but the 
rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.  

Rejoicing over the day God has made (Ps 118:24) 

24 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Receiving correction (31-32) 

Receiving correction from God's discipline (Prov 6:23) 

23 For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the 
way to life,  

Receiving correction from preaching (2 Tim 4:2) 

2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — 
with great patience and careful instruction.  
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Receiving correction from Scripture (2 Tim 3:16) 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness,  

 

Fear of the Lord (33) 

Wisdom that comes from the fear of the Lord (Prov 3:7-8) 

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring health to your 
body and nourishment to your bones.  

A productive life that is based on fear of the Lord (Ps 128:1-2) 

128 Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in his ways. 2 You will eat the fruit of your labor; 
blessings and prosperity will be yours.  

Knowledge of God is found in the fear of the Lord (Prov 2:3-5) 

3 and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if you look for it as for 
silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord and 
find the knowledge of God.  

Needs met through fear of the Lord (Ps 34:9) 

9 Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing. 
 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 

Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
The fear of the Lord is the foundation to all wisdom. It motivates us to become people of understanding. 
This fact helps us to move forward in our maturing process as Christians. Much like what 2 Peter 1:5-7 
teaches us in terms of adding to our Christian character, so now we may do the same with these 10 proverbs 
of good counsel. We restate them in modern terms this way: 1. Seeker: Listen to wise counsel; don’t rely on 
your own understanding. 2. Encourager: Good counsel at the right time can bring joy. 3. Wise: Live the 
heavenly life, not the life that spirals down to death. 4. Humble: Depend upon the Lord for support; the 
arrogant and prideful oppressor will be destroyed. 5. Pure: Please God with pleasant words; he recoils at the 
plans of the wicked. 6. Honest: Experience fullness of life by avoiding the greed that will trouble your 
family. 7. Righteous: Be one who prays the prayers of the righteous, and God will listen. 8. Cheerful: 
Bringing good news with a smile will gladden the heart of friends. 9. Teachable: Accept correction to 
become wise. 10. Disciplined: Learn to accept discipline to become a person of substance. Choose one of 
these 10 to focus on. Seek to become that person for the next several months. 

 

Concluding Thoughts from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
Proverbs 15:32 teaches an uncomfortable truth: the way to life involves the pain of rebuke. This proverb 
uses a poetic device known as antithetical parallelism, in which two lines express the same idea from 
opposite angles. Both lines teach that we should be willing to accept correction. The first line shows the 
consequences of not accepting correction, while the second line informs us of the benefits of receiving it. 
The two lines use two different words that both mean correction. The word translated "instruction" could 
also be translated "discipline." It connotes a painful process of education through admonition. A "reproof" 
is a rebuke, a word of reprimand for something done incorrectly. The opposite consequences of the two 
choices are also expressed in parallel ways. Translated literally, "getteth understanding" is "acquires heart." 
Thus, "heart" and "soul" are parallel. The message here is that one's ability to accept instruction affects 
one's very heart and soul. Throughout the book of Proverbs, we are taught the vital importance of rebuke 
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and punishment. The fool is the one who rejects wisdom and rebuke. Even if he is Punished a hundred times 
over, he remains stubbornly committed to what he thinks is right. The wise person, on the other hand, loves 
the one who corrects him (9:8). Leaning on the wisdom of God rather than on his own understanding, he 
loves to be corrected when he is wrong. He does not just love rebuke but even seeks it out by requesting 
advice from many counselors. Acceptance of rebuke leads to prosperity. The one who listens to rebuke will 
be honored, while the one who rejects rebuke will be scorned (Prov. 13:18). The message that rebuke leads 
to life is part of a larger message in Proverbs that the wise person will prosper while the fool will perish. 
Although the one who is wise can expect to suffer for a time (cf. 24:16), in the end he can expect honor, 
riches, and a long life. The fool looks forward to certain doom. For the Christian, this message of Proverbs 
must be placed in its proper context. Proverbs seems to indicate that we must be completely wise in order to 
attain eternal life with God (cf. Rom. 2:7), but this is a requirement that none of us can meet (3:19-20). God 
has provided us with eternal life not on the basis of our wisdom but on the basis of the work of Christ, who 
is our wisdom (cf. I Cor 1:24, 30; 3:10). Christ was the only one who fulfilled perfectly the command to 
receive rebuke, yet He was also the only one who never needed rebuke. Still, He accepted not only rebuke 
but also punishment for our sake. God "made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him" (II Cor. 5:21). Christians accept rebuke not in order to attain eternal life 
but because we have already received it. Further, the gospel of grace forms the perfect context for willing 
acceptance of rebuke. Since our status before God depends not on what we do but on what Christ has done 
for us, we can fully admit our sins and shortcomings without fear of condemnation. Because of Christ we 
can accept the rebukes that will make us truly wise. 

 

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
1. You must have trustworthy counsel to succeed (Prov. 15:21-22) 
2. A wise man takes joy in good counsel (vs. 23-24) 
3. Ultimately, there is no profit in attitudes and actions that are contrary to God. Blessing is found only in the 

ways of the Lord (vs. 25-29) 
4. Though few people think so, reproof and discipline are vital to one's well-being (vs. 30-32) 
5. The fear of the Lord is necessary for true wisdom (vs. 33) 
6. Many desire instant gratification. But even Christ Himself lived a humble life before being honored (Prov. 

15:33; Phil. 2:6-9) 
 

Heart of the Lesson from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator  
Proverbs 15 is part of a long list of proverbs that Solomon wrote. There is no overall theme in the chapter. Rather, 
the various proverbs stand alone, with each one addressing an aspect of life in this world. Most of the proverbs here 
describe contrasts between the wise and the foolish or the righteous and the wicked. The contrasts present God's truth 
very powerfully and vividly. 
 

Folly (Prov. 15:21) 

"Folly" here refers to foolishness. A foolish person is not just ignorant or silly; he is a wicked person who 
rejects God's ways. Such a person is so lacking in wisdom that he takes joy in his foolishness. In contrast, 
the wise person seeks to always walk a straight path of godliness. 

 

Counsel (Prov. 15:22) 

The wise person will seek counsel regarding important decisions and problems. In fact, he will not hesitate 
to seek counsel from numerous people. Only a fool regards his own counsel as sufficient. 

 

Words (Prov. 15:23) 

A timely word at an appropriate time can uplift and encourage a person. In fact, it can even bring joy to the 
one who speaks it. We should look for opportunities to speak good and appropriate words to those who 
need to hear them. 
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The way of life (Prov. 15:24) 

The "way of life" is contrasted here with "hell," or sheol, a Hebrew word often used for death. Thus, the 
wise person follows a path upward toward life and avoids the path that leads to death. Our lives must reflect 
the life we have in Christ. 

 

Pride (Prov. 15:25) 

The proud are contrasted here with the widow. Widows are seen as lowly, humble people who are often the 
victims of those who exalt in their possessions or standing. This proverb reminds us that regardless of 
present circumstances, the Lord ultimately will bring down the proud and lift up the humble. 

 

Plans (Prov. 15:26) 

The thoughts or plans of the wicked can never please the Lord, no matter what they say. Only those who 
guard their thoughts and words are pleasing to Him. 

 

Greed (Prov. 15:27) 

Greed is a deadly sin that brings trouble upon the greedy person and his whole household. We should 
remember this when we are tempted to accept bribes ("gifts") because of a desire for money. 

 

Thoughtfulness (Prov. 15:28) 

Wicked people are characterized by the evil things that flow heedlessly from their mouths. Those who are 
wise are slow to answer; they consider carefully their words so that they produce good results. 

 

Prayer (Prov. 15:29) 

We cannot expect answers to prayer if we are practicing sin. The righteous—those who confess and repent 
of sin—have the Lord's ear. 

 

Encouragement (Prov. 15:30) 

This proverb tells us in poetic language that a pleasant expression and truthful and kind words can have an 
invigorating effect upon others. 

 

Teaching (Prov. 15:31-33) 

This chapter concludes with the truth that a person who truly cares about his own spiritual life will listen to 
and accept reproof. The way of wisdom is not easy. It requires a humble spirit—a person who is willing to 
examine himself, accept rebuke, and conform to the Lord's will. 

 
 


