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A New City 
Rev 21:10-21 

SS Lesson for 08/14/2022 

 
Devotional Scripture: Rev 3:11-13 

 

OUTLINE 

 

LESSON BACKGROUND AND KEY VERSE 

Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
Key Verse: Rev 21:14 
Commentary from the Bible Knowledge Commentary 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

THE CITY’S GLORY (REV 21:9-14) 
Glory because of being Jesus’ bride (9) 

A bride who belongs to the bridegroom Jesus (John 3:29) 
A bride whose husband is Jesus (2 Cor 11:2) 
A bride who is loved and cleansed by Jesus (Eph 5:25-27) 
A bride who is fed and cared for by Jesus (Eph 5:29) 
A bride who prepares by putting on righteousness (Rev 19:7-8) 
A bride who is called by Jesus to come to Him  (Rev 22:17) 

Glory because of having a great light (10-11) 
A great light that dispels darkness (Matt 4:16) 
A great light that gives light to every man (John 1:9) 
A great light that is the light of the world (John 8:12) 
A great light that children of light live in (Eph 5:8) 
A great light that comes from God (1 John 1:5) 

Glory because of having a great foundation (12-14) 
A foundation of a precious cornerstone (Isa 28:16) 
A foundation of Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt 16:15-18) 
A foundation of a saving capstone (Acts 4:11-12) 
A foundation that was built on by the apostles and prophets (Eph 2:19-20) 
A solid foundation that stands firm (2 Tim 2:19) 

THE CITY’S DETAILS (REV 21:15-21) 
Details of size (15-17) 

A size that is special and sacred portion (Ezek 48:20) 
A size that is a most Holy Place (Ezek 41:4) 
A size that is built to a true plumb line (Amos 7:7) 
A size that does not consist of seeking abundance (Luke 12:15) 

Details of preciousness (18-21) 
Precious because provides safety and peace (Isa 54:11-13) 
Precious because of its value (Matt 13:45-46) 
Precious because it is a copy of heaven (Heb 8:5) 
Precious because it is built by God (2 Cor 5:1) 

CONCLUSION AND OTHER THOUGHTS 

COMMENTARY THOUGHTS FROM J. HAMPTON KEATHLEY 
The Description of the New Jerusalem (21:9-21) 

The General, Overall Description (9-11) 
As a Bride, the Wife of the Lamb (9-10) 
As a Costly Stone … Gloriously Beautiful (11) 

The More Detailed Description (12-21) 
The Wall and the Gates of the City (12-14) 
The Dimensions of the City (15-17) 
The Materials of the City (18-21) 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE NIV STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE ECHOES COMMENTARY 

 



A New City Page 2 of 9 08/14/2022 

Lesson Background and Key Verse 
Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

First century Greco-Roman cities—such as Rome, Athens, and Corinth—were often spoken of in high regard 

by ancient philosophers and writers. They would go to great lengths to laud a city’s accomplishments, while 

providing stirring descriptions of the city for unfamiliar readers. In today’s Scripture text, John sees a great city 

coming from the heavens. He describes it in a manner that stirs the hearts of believers for what they can expect. 

Prophetic visions of a city of God were not uncommon in biblical and Jewish texts. The psalmist described the 

beauty of the city of God, forever made secure by the presence of God (Psalm 48). The prophet Isaiah 

envisioned the centrality of God’s city, Jerusalem, in the last days (Isaiah 2:2–3). This New Jerusalem would be 
the source of joy for all God’s people (65:17–19). Tobit, a Jewish text written in the intertestamental period, 

describes a heavenly Jerusalem, very similar to John’s. The city would be rebuilt with precious stones and gold; 

it would become a place where the God of Israel would be worshipped (Tobit 13:16–18). A vision of the 

prophet Ezekiel provides the most notable Old Testament comparison to John’s vision. Ezekiel was taken to a 

mountain and shown a vision of what appeared to be a city (Ezekiel 40:2). The bulk of Ezekiel’s vision includes 

the dimensions of a heavenly temple and its courts to reflect God’s glory (40:5–43:12). The vision includes a 

life-giving river flowing from the temple (47:1–12), and the boundaries and divisions of a reestablished Israel 

(47:13–48:29). The vision culminates as Ezekiel sees the gates and dimensions of the city (48:30–35). A close 

comparison between the visions of Ezekiel and John will reveal differences. However, John’s vision is in 

fundamental harmony with the theological tradition that was at the heart of Ezekiel’s. Throughout history, 

God’s people have held firmly to the truth that God will provide for his people at the end of time. These visions, 

while not necessarily depicting a physical location, nevertheless point to God’s faithfulness to his people. 

 

Key Verse: Rev 21:14 

Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the 

Lamb. 

 

Commentary from the Bible Knowledge Commentary 

21:9-11. One of the angels of chapter 16 who had poured out a bowl of wrath on the earth then invited John 

to see the New Jerusalem as a bride. Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. Carried by 

the Spirit to a high mountain, John saw the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 

shining with the glory of God. Expositors have raised questions about the additional revelation of the New 

Jerusalem, beginning in verse 9. Some believe that this section is a recapitulation and pictures the New 

Jerusalem as it will be suspended over the earth during the millennial reign of Christ. A preferred 

interpretation, however, is that the passage continues to describe the New Jerusalem as it will be in the 

eternal state. Obviously the city would be much the same in either case, but various indications seem to 

relate this to the eternal state rather than to the Millennium. The overall impression of the city as a gigantic 

brilliant jewel compared to jasper, clear as crystal indicates its great beauty. John was trying to describe 

what he saw and to relate it to what might be familiar to his readers. However, it is evident that his 

revelation transcends anything that can be experienced. The jasper stone known today is opaque and not 

clear (cf. 4:3). It is found in various colors, and John apparently was referring to the beauty of the stone 
rather than to its particular characteristics. Today one might describe that city as a beautifully cut diamond, 

a stone not known as a jewel in the first century. As in the earlier references to the New Jerusalem as a 

bride, here again is a city, not a person or group of people. This is confirmed by the description of the city 

which follows. 

21:12-13. John saw a gigantic city, “square” in shape (v. 16), and surrounded by a great, high wall with 

12 gates. The 12 gates bore the names of the 12 tribes of Israel. The number 12 is prominent in the city 

with 12 gates and 12 angels (v. 12), 12 tribes of Israel (v. 12), 12 foundations (v. 14), 12 apostles (v. 14), 

12 pearls (v. 21), 12 kinds of fruit (22:2), with the wall 144 cubits—12 times 12 (21:17), and the height, 

width, and length, 12,000 stadia, about 1,400 miles (v. 16). The city has walls north, south, east, and west 

with three gates on each side (v. 13) and with an angel standing guard at each gate (v. 12). This is an 

entirely different situation from the earthly Jerusalem in the Millennium. But if the names of the gates 
corresponded to the millennial Jerusalem described in Ezekiel 48:31-34, the north side from east to west 

would have the gates named Levi, Judah, and Reuben. On the west side from north to south were Naphtali, 

Asher, and Gad; on the south side from east to west, Simeon, Issachar, and Zebulun; and on the east side 

from north to south, Joseph, Benjamin, and Dan. In contrast to Revelation 7:5-8, where Dan is omitted and 

Joseph and Manasseh are included, Ezekiel mentioned Dan but not Manasseh. 
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21:14-16. The 12 foundations to the city’s wall bore the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb. The 

apostles were part of the church, the body of Christ. Thus both the church and Israel will be in the city; the 

former are represented by the apostles’ names on the foundations (v. 14), and the latter by the names of 

Israel’s 12 tribes on the gates (v. 12). The distinction between Israel and the church is thus maintained. An 

angel measured the city with a measuring rod of gold, about 10 feet in length. The city is 12,000 stadia 

in length and width, approximately 1,400 miles on each side. Tremendous as is the dimension of the city, 

the amazing fact is that it is also 1,400 miles high. Commentators differ as to whether the city is a cube or a 

pyramid. The descriptions seem to favor the pyramid form. 

21:17-18. Surrounding this huge city is a wall 144 cubits or 216 feet thick. The reference to man’s 

measurement simply means that though an angel is using the rod, he is using human dimensions. As John 

gazed at the wall, he saw that it was made of jasper, and that the city was made of pure gold, as pure as 

glass. John was using the language of appearance, for apparently both the jasper and the gold differ from 

these metals as they are known today. In verse 11 the jasper is translucent, and in verses 18 and 21 the gold 

is clear like glass. 

21:19-21. The decorations of the foundations (with the apostles’ names inscribed on them) include 12 

stones involving different colors. The color of the jasper is not indicated. The sapphire was probably blue; 

the chalcedony comes from Chalcedon, Turkey and is basically blue with stripes of other colors. The 
emerald is a bright green; the sardonyx is red and white; and the carnelian, called a “sardius” in the NASB, 

is usually ruby-red in color, though it sometimes has an amber or honey color. In 4:3 the carnelian stone is 

coupled with the jasper to reflect the glory of God. The chrysolyte is a golden color, probably different 

from the modern chrysolyte stone which is pale green. The beryl is a sea green; the topaz is a transparent 

yellow-green; the chrysoprase is also green; the jacinth is violet in color; and the amethyst is purple. The 

stones together provide a brilliant array of beautiful colors. The gates resemble huge, single pearls, and the 

street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass (cf. 21:18). While the beauty of the city may 

have symbolic meaning, no clue is given as to the precise interpretation. Since it is reasonable to assume 

that the saints will dwell in the city, it is best to take the city as a literal future dwelling place of the saints 

and angels. 

21:22-27. John declared that he did not see a temple in the city because God the Father and the Lamb 
(God the Son) are its temple. There will be no need for light from the sun or moon because the glory of 

God will provide the light. As John explained, the Lamb is its lamp. From the fact that the nations (the 

Gentiles) will be in the city (vv. 24, 26)—as well as Israel and the church—it is evident that the city is the 

dwelling place of the saints of all ages, the angels, and God Himself. The description of the heavenly 

Jerusalem in Hebrews 12:22-24 itemizes all those mentioned here and adds “the spirits of righteous men 

made perfect,” which would include all other saints not specifically mentioned. John learned that the gates 

of the city will never be shut, and because God’s glory will be present continually there will be no night 

there. The glory and honor of the nations will be in the city, and everything that is impure... shameful, 

or deceitful will be excluded (cf. Rev. 21:8; 22:15). The inhabitants will be only those whose names are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life. It is interesting that in the six references to the book of life in 

Revelation only this one calls it “the Lamb’s” (cf. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12,15). Though the description of the 

city does not answer all questions concerning the eternal state, the revelation given to John describes a 

beautiful and glorious future for all who put their trust in the living God. 
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Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

The City’s Glory (Rev 21:9-14) 

 

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked 
with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife."  

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy 

Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,  

11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.  

12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, 

which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:  

13 three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.  

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  

 

Glory because of being Jesus’ bride (9) 

A bride who belongs to the bridegroom Jesus (John 3:29) 

29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, 

and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.  

A bride whose husband is Jesus (2 Cor 11:2) 

2 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might 

present you as a pure virgin to him.  

A bride who is loved and cleansed by Jesus (Eph 5:25-27) 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a 

radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

A bride who is fed and cared for by Jesus (Eph 5:29) 

29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church—  

A bride who prepares by putting on righteousness (Rev 19:7-8) 

7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has 

made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear."  (Fine linen stands for the 

righteous acts of the saints.)  

A bride who is called by Jesus to come to Him  (Rev 22:17) 

17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him 
come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.  

 

Glory because of having a great light (10-11) 

A great light that dispels darkness (Matt 4:16) 

16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a 

light has dawned."  

A great light that gives light to every man (John 1:9) 

9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  

A great light that is the light of the world (John 8:12) 

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  
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A great light that children of light live in (Eph 5:8) 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light  

A great light that comes from God (1 John 1:5) 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness 

at all.  
 

Glory because of having a great foundation (12-14) 

A foundation of a precious cornerstone (Isa 28:16) 

16 So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious 

cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.  

A foundation of Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt 16:15-18) 

15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

A foundation of a saving capstone (Acts 4:11-12) 

11 He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'  12 Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 

A foundation that was built on by the apostles and prophets (Eph 2:19-20) 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and 

members of God's household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 

himself as the chief cornerstone. 

A solid foundation that stands firm (2 Tim 2:19) 

19 Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those 

who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."  

 

The City’s Details (Rev 21:15-21) 

 

15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall.  

16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve 

thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal.  
17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an 

angel.  

18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  

19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was 

jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald,  

20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 

chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.  

21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure 

gold, like transparent glass. 

 

Details of size (15-17) 

A size that is special and sacred portion (Ezek 48:20) 

20 The entire portion will be a square, 25,000 cubits on each side. As a special gift you will set aside the 

sacred portion, along with the property of the city.  
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A size that is a most Holy Place (Ezek 41:4) 

4 And he measured the length of the inner sanctuary; it was twenty cubits, and its width was twenty cubits 

across the end of the outer sanctuary. He said to me, "This is the Most Holy Place."  

A size that is built to a true plumb line (Amos 7:7) 

7 This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a 
plumb line in his hand.  

A size that does not consist of seeking abundance (Luke 12:15) 

15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not 

consist in the abundance of his possessions."  

 

Details of preciousness (18-21) 

Precious because provides safety and peace (Isa 54:11-13) 

11 "O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not comforted, I will build you with stones of turquoise, your 

foundations with sapphires. 12 I will make your battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and 

all your walls of precious stones. 13 All your sons will be taught by the Lord, and great will be your 

children's peace. 

Precious because of its value (Matt 13:45-46) 

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of 

great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.  

Precious because it is a copy of heaven (Heb 8:5) 

5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned 

when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern 
shown you on the mountain."  

Precious because it is built by God (2 Cor 5:1) 

5 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 

house in heaven, not built by human hands.  

 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 
 

Commentary Thoughts from J. Hampton Keathley 

The Description of the New Jerusalem (21:9-21) 

John has given us a brief look at some of the glories of eternity in verses 1-8. One such glory is the new 

Jerusalem adorned like a bride. So now in 21:9-22:5 more details are given about this glorious city, the eternal 

home of the redeemed. Revelation 21:9-21 will be a general description of the construction of the city. Then in 

21:22-22:5 we are given a look at some of the special spiritual and physical delights of our eternal home. 

The General, Overall Description (9-11) 

As a Bride, the Wife of the Lamb (9-10)  

“And one of the seven angels …” (vs. 9). As this verse shows, this angel’s ministry was one of severe judgment, 

a judgment which from our standpoint is still future, but here his ministry is one revealing doctrinal truth to 

John, a much more enjoyable task. 

“The bride, the wife of the Lamb” is a description, as verse 10 shows us, of the new Jerusalem which is again 

seen coming down out of heaven from God. Why is the new Jerusalem called the bride, the wife of the Lamb? 

In verse 2 we are told the city was “made ready as a bride adorned for her husband,” but here new Jerusalem is 

called the bride. There are at least two reasons for this: the first is seen, as suggested in verse 2, in the beautiful 
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analogy of the figure of a bride. Though dealing with the church and her responsibility in witnessing Joseph 

Aldrich has nicely captured the picture. He says: 

Ideally, a bride is the epitome of all that is right and beautiful. She is a symbol of purity, hope, purpose, trust, 

love, beauty, and wholeness in a world pock-marked with ugliness. The bride motif, found in both testaments, is 

used by God to illustrate His strategy for attracting mankind to the availability of his life changing grace.  

So God calls new Jerusalem the bride, the wife of the Lamb, because as (a) the Lord is making his bride, the 

church, spotless and pure (Eph. 5:26-27), so he will make beautiful the new Jerusalem, (b) as marriage is 

permanent, so will be the new city, and (c) as a bride is beautiful and gloriously adorned, so will be the new 

city. 

Second, though the new Jerusalem will eventually be the home of all the redeemed, it will first be the home of 

the church, the bride of Christ, who will also be on display during the Millennium, the marriage feast. 

Remember, this is the home that He is preparing for us (John 14:2-3). 

“And he carried me away in the spirit” (vs. 10) refers to a special spiritual state, a trance-like condition into 

which John was often taken in order to receive special revelation from God for this book (cf. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3). 

This goes beyond the general filling or control of the Spirit. 

Then again John sees the “holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven.” Some think that because of the 

second mention of the city coming down out of heaven “this section describes the city’s relation to the 
millennial state. In other words there seems to be two descents of the city, 21:1-8 being the one in relation to 

eternity, and 21:9-22:5 the one in relation to the Millennium.” Walvoord on the other hand says, “A preferred 

interpretation, however, is that the passage continues to describe the new Jerusalem as it will be in the eternal 

state. Obviously the city would be much the same in either case …” As mentioned earlier, the city will exist in 

the Millennium and will probably hover over the earth, perhaps above the earthly Jerusalem rather than 

descending to settle upon the earth as suggested earlier. 

As a Costly Stone … Gloriously Beautiful (11)  

The glory which the new city displays is God’s glory, it is, as with all creation, a derived beauty. The new city 

perfectly reflects and manifests the glory of God in all His holy perfection and essence. 

“Having” is a present of a continual state or condition. This city will constantly have and manifest the 

perfection’s of God’s being. It can and will remain beautiful because (a) all the enemies of God will have been 
permanently removed, and (b) because all the saints, unlike Adam and Eve, will have perfect, absolute, eternal 

holiness and life. 

“Her brilliance was like …” “Brilliance” is the Greek fwsthr, “a luminary, a light, that which shines.” Here the 

word is used of a dazzling and brilliant light which is like the light and brilliance given off from an exquisite 

and costly stone. 

“Jasper” is the Greek iaspis which was a light sky blue or green stone, primarily light green. “Crystal clear” is 

from a verb that means “to shine like crystal.” There are two points of truth we might note here: 

(1) This city, the eternal abode of the saints, will give out a dazzling display of the glory of God. It will be more 

beautiful and exquisite than words can describe. This teaches us that everything in eternity will redound to the 

glory of God and will demonstrate God’s eternal love and care for His saints. Oh, what a Savior! 

(2) Precious jewels are reflectors. By themselves they give off no light. When a jeweler wants to properly 

display the true brilliance of a precious gem he will often display it on a piece of black velvet cloth in order to 
more efficiently reflect the light shining upon the gem. The city, as it should be with believers today, will be but 

a reflection of the glory of God Himself who inhabits the city (cf. 21:23 with Eph. 5:8f; and Phil. 2:15). 

The More Detailed Description (12-21) 

The Wall and the Gates of the City (12-14)  

Literally the Greek text has, “it had a wall, great and high.” The fact of a wall with its emphatic description 

“great and high” emphasizes the city and that all those within will be absolutely secure. Here, unlike the Garden 

of Eden, there can be no invasion or temptation. The wall, great and high, would also bring out the total 

exclusion of all unbelievers (cf. vs. 8). 

Then we see that the city has 12 gates and at the gates 12 angels. The gates are named after the 12 tribes of 

Israel, with three gates at each side of the city, east, north, south, and west. The angels are perhaps honor guards 

which would again stress the security of the city as well as its glory. Ezekiel 48:31-34 may give the pattern for 
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naming the gates. The Jerusalem described in Ezekiel 48 is the millennial Jerusalem and is probably different 

from this one. It will be the earthly Jerusalem into which any millennial resident can come, but into this 

Jerusalem, only glorified saints can come. The fact of the gates also indicates there will be free travel in and out 

of the city. 

Notice that the number 12 is very predominant in this city; it has 12 gates named after the 12 tribes, 12 angels, 
12 foundation stones inscribed with the names of the 12 apostles, 12 pearls, 12 kinds of fruit, a wall 144 cubits 

(12x12), and the height, width, and length is 12,000 stadia, about 15,000 miles. 

The fact that the gates are named after the 12 tribes of Israel and that the foundation stones are inscribed with 

the names of the 12 apostles of the church should clearly show that both Israel (Old Testament saints), and the 

church will be a part of this city, yet note that they still remain distinct groups within the people of God. 

The Dimensions of the City (15-17) 

“A gold measuring rod …” Everything about the city is beautiful and valuable, even the rule with which it is 

measured. A measuring rod was normally ten feet long. But why is it measured and why these measurements? 

God is infinite and without limits or measurements, but man, even with his glorified body, is still but a creature, 

absolutely not God, and therefore limited. As such, this demonstrates the glory and holiness of God (cf. Ezek. 

43:12). 

The city is in the shape of a square and is either a cube or a pyramid. The description of verse 16 can fit either. 
Regardless, the balance of the shape implies perfection and reminds us of the vastness of God’s love for us in 

Jesus Christ.  

Ephesians 3:16b-19 And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with 

all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that 

surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  

Regarding verse 17 Walvoord says, “The reference to man’s measurement simply means that though an angel is 

using the rod, he is using human dimensions.”  

When one compares the size of the city with its wall, the wall seems extremely small. Why? Probably because 

the wall is symbolic. There are really no enemies to keep out. It will never again be possible for a fall or 

rebellion to occur because every enemy will have been defeated. 

No matter what the shape, a city of this size would be necessary to hold the redeemed of all ages. In fact some 
have said that even a city of this size could not hold that many people. But remember the city is as high as it is 

wide and long, and it is not necessary to hold that all will at all times be living in the city. Many will be perhaps 

in various parts of the new universe carrying out responsibilities for the Lord. 

The Materials of the City (18-21) 

“Jasper” usually refers to green quartz. “Pure gold like clear glass” is solid gold yet transparent like crystal with 

a gold cast to it (vs. 21). This constant reference to the transparency of the city shows us it is designed to 

transmit the glory of God to every nook and cranny. 

Again compare Ephesians 3:16-18. As the believer grows in the fourfold knowledge of God’s love in all 

categories of truth, Christ becomes more and more at home in our lives, filling every area. 

“Every kind of precious stones” (vs. 19). This serves to stress the absolute and infinite beauty of this city. 

“Adorned” is a perfect participle of kosmew, “to adorn, be well arranged.” “Jasper” is primarily green, 

“sapphire” blue, “chalcedony” green, “emerald” green, “sardonyx” brown and white, “sardius” red, 
“chrysolyte” yellow, “beryl” green, “togas” yellow, “chrysoprasus” (or chrysophrase) apple green, “jacinth” 

blue, “amethyst” purple, “pearls” white. 

The emphasis of the passage is on the priceless value and beauty of our eternal home and on the immeasurable 

grace of God. Our inheritance is beyond our comprehension. Truly, with such a future inheritance which is 

imperishable and undefiled, and that will not fade away, reserved and kept by the power of God, certainly we 

should live now as sojourners with a view to our eternal home (cf. 1 Pet. 1:3-5, 7-18; and 2:11). 

                                                (Adapted from URL:https://bible.org/seriespage/eternal-state-rev-211-225) 
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Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Approximately 500 miles southeast from St. Colman’s Cathedral sits the royal chapel of Sainte-Chapelle in 

Paris, France. While the 700-year-old chapel is small and unassuming, its size is not its main draw. Instead, the 

chapel’s massive and delicate stained glass features are its claim to fame. Over 1,000 individual biblical and 

historical scenes are depicted in stained glass, arranged across 15 windows, each approximately 50 feet high. As 

the sun shines across Paris and pours through the stained-glass, the chapel’s nave lights up with hues of blues, 

reds, and greens. The apostle John used vivid language to describe a glorious and splendid heavenly city. Unlike 

earthly cities, the heavenly city glows with the brightness of God’s glory. God’s glory shines through the city, 

more vivid and illuminating than sunlight. Our hope as believers is that we will someday worship God in that 
beautiful, heavenly city. There will be no place like it! 

 

Concluding Thoughts from the Echoes Commentary 

The New Jerusalem - An angel took John away and showed him the holy city of Jerusalem in the last days. 

Also, he saw the bride, the Church, This will be the gathering place for God's children. The New Jerusalem has 

a radiant light coming from it. John described a high wall, not for protection but to add to the city's beauty and 

definition. Also, there are 12 gates with the names of the tribes of Israel. The wall had 12 foundations 

representing the 12 apostles. 

 

No More Tears - Hardship, injustice, viruses, and heartache are often our constant companions in our society. 

The future often looks full of gloom and doom. But God says that the eternal city and eternal future for 

believers exceed understanding or imagination. Believers will live in safety, not because there are walls and 

gates but because there is no evil present. No need to lock doors or have passwords or filter the water. Children 

will play safely in the streets, and older people will walk without fear. 
 

A Spacious Place - John talks about the city's measurements, which are laid out in an enormous square. The 

height, length, and width are all equal, like the tabernacle. This represents the fact that the entire city is holy and 

encompasses the presence of God. Precious stones, like sapphire, jasper, and gold make up the city walls. The 

luxury jewels point not to the city's wealth but rather to the splendor and glory of God. 

 

God's Heavenly City - The Book of Hebrews says the city architect and maker are God, so it should be beyond 

anyone's wildest image (Heb. 11:10). Its description is limited to our knowledge of beauty as it exists in our 

current world. How much greater will the city be as our eyes are made able to bear witness to God's New 

Jerusalem? This beautiful place is what the Father has prepared for His children, forever and ever more. 

 

 


