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A Welcoming Invitation 
Rev 22:10-21 

SS Lesson for 08/28/2022 

 
Devotional Scripture: Matt 16:24-28 

 

OUTLINE 

LESSON BACKGROUND AND KEY VERSE 

Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
Key Verse: Rev 22:18-19 
Commentary from the Bible Knowledge Commentary 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

DECLARATION OF SOVEREIGNTY (REV 22:10-16) 
Sovereign over time (10-11) 

A time for everything (Eccl 3:1) 
A time of judgment (Eccl 3:17) 
A time that has been appointed by God (Dan 11:35) 
A time when Jesus hands over His kingdom to God the Father (1 Cor 15:24-25) 
A time that the full number of the Gentiles has come in (Rom 11:25) 

Sovereign over rewards (12-13) 
Rewards that compensates for good works (Isa 40:10) 
Rewards for good quality works (1 Cor 3:11-15) 
Rewards like the crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) 
Rewards for righteousness (Matt 10:41-42) 

Sovereign over judgments (14-15) 
Judgments at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10) 
Judgments that man is destined to face (Heb 9:27) 
Judgments that begin within the family of God (1 Peter 4:17-18) 
Judgments that through God's love, we don't have to fear (1 John 4:16-18) 

Sovereign over the Church (16) 
Sovereign over the Church because God keeps us blameless until that day (1 Cor 1:8) 
Sovereign over the Church because God cleansed us so we will be ready (Eph 5:25-28) 
Sovereign over the Church because God sanctified us (1 Thess 5:23) 
Sovereign over the Church because we belong to God (1 Cor 15:21-23) 
Sovereign over the Church because Jesus is coming to bring salvation (Heb 9:26-28) 
Sovereign over the Church because our citizenship is in heaven (Phil 3:20-21) 

DECLARATION OF RESPONSIBILITY (REV 22:17-19) 
Responsibility of responding to call (17) 

Responding to call by spending time with God (John 1:38-39) 
Responding to call by seeking to be near God (Isa 55:6) 
Responding to call by seeking fellowship with God (1 John 1:3-7) 
Responding to call by getting to know Jesus (John 17:3) 
Responding to call by knowing it is irrevocable  (Rom 11:29) 
Responding to call by knowing God's calls are faithful  (1 Thess 5:23-24) 

Responsibility to honor God's Word (18-19) 
Honor God's Word because it is useful to equip for every good work (2 Tim 3:16-17) 
Honor God’s Word because it is trustworthy and true (2 Peter 3:5-7) 
Honor God’s Word because it is living and enduring (1 Peter 1:23) 
Honor God’s Word because it revives the soul (Ps 19:7) 
Honor God’s Word because it provides a rebirth by God (James 1:18) 

DECLARATION OF PROMISES (REV 22:20-21) 
Promise to come soon (20) 

Promise to come soon for those who keep God’s Word (Rev 22:7) 
Promise to come soon because salvation is nearer than we may believe (Rom 13:11) 
Promise to come soon because the Lord is near (Phil 4:5) 
Promise to come soon because Jesus will not be delayed (Heb 10:37) 

Promise of grace (21) 
Promise of Grace through the grace of one man - Jesus (Rom 5:15) 
Promise of Grace because there is always enough grace to cover sin (Rom 5:20-21) 
Promise of Grace because it is a gift from God (Rom 11:5-6) 
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Promise of Grace because of God's love (2 Thess 2:16) 
Promise of Grace because God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim 2:3-4) 

CONCLUSION AND OTHER THOUGHTS 

COMMENTARY THOUGHTS FROM J. HAMPTON KEATHLEY 
The Promise that this Book is Not Sealed (10-11) 
The Promise of Reward at the Lord’s Coming (12) 
The Promise and Statement of Christ’s Eternality (13) 
The Promise of Blessing to Those Who Wash Their Robes (14-15) 

The Certification of the Promises to the Churches (22:16) 
The Invitation and the Promise of Life without Cost (22:17) 
The Warning of the Prophecy (22:18-19) 

The First Offense with its Penalty (18) 
The Offense 
The Penalty 

The Second Offense with its Penalty (19) 
The Offense: “And if any man shall take away …” 
The Penalty 

The Benediction (22:20-21) 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE NIV STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE ECHOES COMMENTARY 

 

Lesson Background and Key Verse 
Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

In effect, the entire Bible serves as the context to today’s lesson. The Old Testament teaches in many places that 

God will send a deliverer for his people. First-century Jews thought that such a person would be a political and 

military rescuer. God’s anointed leader, they believed, would be empowered to defeat their nation’s enemies, 

bringing peace and independence in the process (compare Acts 1:6; etc.). Jerusalem and its temple would be 

freed from Gentile influence, and pure worship of the Lord could then take place. But two things happened to 
challenge this thinking. First, the Messiah that God sent did not come to be a leader of armies (see John 6:15). 

He came, rather, to save people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). His mission ultimately was for all humanity, for 

all are sinners. His death was a sacrifice for sins, intended to be effective for all people for all time. He was the 

sacrificial Lamb who took away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Second, the Jerusalem temple was destroyed 

by the Romans in AD 70 during the horrific War of the Jews. This was something that no Jew of the time 

expected. Jewish faith, based as it was on the sacrifices of the temple, went into a downward spiral. 

Expectations of a military messiah to defeat the Romans were crushed. Some, perhaps most, Christians of the 

same century found their own hopes being challenged when Jesus’ return did not materialize as they thought it 

should (compare 2 Peter 3:3–4). But Jesus himself promised that he would indeed return. His return will be 

“with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30). His return will usher in the final judgment of both the living and 

the dead (Acts 10:42; 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10). Christians and some Jews both look for the Messiah to come, 

but their expectations are very different. 

 

Key Verse: Rev 22:18-19 

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the 

book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.  

 

Commentary from the Bible Knowledge Commentary 

22:10-11. Daniel was told that his prophecies would be “sealed until the time of the end” (Dan. 12:9). But 

John was told not to seal up the words of these prophecies. Again it should be emphasized that the 

viewpoint of some scholars that the Book of Revelation is an impenetrable puzzle is expressly contradicted 

by this and other passages. Revelation, both via its plain statements and its symbols, is designed to reveal 

facts and events relating to the second coming of Christ. The exhortation which follows has puzzled some. 

Those who do wrong and are vile are encouraged to continue to do so, and those who do right and are 

holy are encouraged to continue to do so (Rev. 22:11). The point here is not to condone what is evil, but to 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+12%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A11
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point out that if people do not heed this prophecy, they will continue in their wickedness. On the other hand 

those who do heed the prophecy will continue to do what is right. Relatively speaking, the time of the 

Lord’s return is near and no major changes in mankind’s conduct can be expected. 

22:12. The words with which this verse begins: Behold, I am coming soon! are the same as those at the 

beginning of verse 7. In connection with His return, which will be “soon” (cf. vv. 7, 20), a reward is 
promised to His saints for what they have done for Christ. The reference is to the judgment seat of Christ (2 

Cor. 5:10-11). The final judgments of both the wicked and the righteous will be judgments of works. This 

is the joyous expectation of those who are faithful and the fear of those who have not been faithful. 

22:13. Once again Christ is described as the Alpha and the Omega (first and last letters of the Gr. 

alphabet), the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Christ is before all Creation and He will 

continue to exist after the present creation is destroyed. He is the Eternal One (cf. 1:4, 8, 17; 2:8; 21:6). 

22:14-15. The last of the seven beatitudes of Revelation is bestowed on the saints, those who wash their 

robes. They have access to the New Jerusalem and its tree of life (cf. v. 19). The other six beatitudes are in 

1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7. In the manuscripts followed by the KJV, the expression “those who 

wash their robes” is translated “that do His commandments.” In both cases the words accurately describe 

the righteous. By contrast, judgment is pronounced on those who are unsaved (dogs refers to people; cf. 

Phil. 3:2): those who practice magic arts (cf. Rev. 9:21; 18:23; 21:8), the sexually immoral, the 

murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. As in the similar description 

of the unsaved in 21:8, 27, the wicked works which characterize the unsaved are described. Though some 

saints have been guilty of these same practices, they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb and are 

acceptable to God. But those who refuse to come to the Lord receive the just reward for their sins. Though 

the world is excessively wicked, God will bring every sin into judgment. And the time for Christ’s return 

may be drawing near, when this will be effected. 

22:16-17. The entire Book of Revelation was delivered by Christ through His angel and is for the 

churches. Christ described Himself as the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning 

Star. Historically Christ comes from David (Matt. 1:1; cf. Isa. 11:11; Rev. 5:5). Prophetically His coming 

is like the morning star, the beginning of a bright new day. The Holy Spirit joined with the bride, the 

church, in extending an invitation to all who heed. Those who hear are encouraged to respond and also to 
extend the invitation to others. The wonderful promise is given that all those who are thirsty may come 

and will receive God’s free gift. This is the wonderful invitation extended to every generation up to the 

coming of Christ. Those who recognize their need and realize that Christ is the provider of salvation are 

exhorted to come while there is yet time before the judgment falls and it is too late. As the Scriptures make 

clear, the gift of eternal life (here called the water of life; cf. 22:1; John 7:37-39) is free. It has been paid 

for by the death of Christ on the cross and is extended to all who are willing to receive it in simple faith. 

22:18-19. While on the one hand an invitation is extended to those who will listen, a word of warning is 

also given to those who reject the revelation of this final book of the Bible. A dual warning is given against 

adding to it or subtracting from it (cf. Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6). How great will be the judgment of 

those who despise this book and relegate it to the mystical experiences of an old man, thereby denying that 

it is the inspired Word of God. Rejecting the Word of God is rejecting God Himself. And those who deny 

His promises of blessing and subtract from His truths will receive His judgment and will have no part in 

the tree of life or access to the holy city (cf. Rev. 22:14). 

22:20-21. One further word of testimony was then given: Yes, I am coming soon (cf. vv. 7, 12). To this 

John replied in a brief prayer, Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. With this tremendous revelation completed, a 

final word of benediction was pronounced. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

This expression, so common in other New Testament books, brings this final word from God to an end. For 

those who believe that Christ in His first coming provided salvation, there is the wonderful promise of His 

coming again to bring full and final deliverance. As the book began by introducing a revelation of Jesus 

Christ so it ends with the same thought that He is coming again. Probably no other book of Scripture more 

sharply contrasts the blessed lot of the saints with the fearful future of those who are lost. No other book of 

the Bible is more explicit in its description of judgment on the one hand and the saints’ eternal bliss on the 

other. What a tragedy that so many pass by this book and fail to fathom its wonderful truths, thereby 
impoverishing their knowledge and hope in Christ Jesus. God’s people who understand and appreciate 

these wonderful promises can join with John in his prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+5%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+5%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+2%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A14-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+14%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+16%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+19%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+3%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+9%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+18%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A16-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+11%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+5%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+7%3A37-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A18-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+4%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+12%3A32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+30%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A20-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A12
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Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

Declaration of Sovereignty (Rev 22:10-16) 

 

10 And he said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand.  
11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be 

righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still." 

12 "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.  

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last."  

14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter 

through the gates into the city.  

15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and 

practices a lie.  

16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of 

David, the Bright and Morning Star."  

 

Sovereign over time (10-11) 

A time for everything (Eccl 3:1) 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: 

A time of judgment (Eccl 3:17) 

17 I thought in my heart, "God will bring to judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there will be a 

time for every activity, a time for every deed."  

A time that has been appointed by God (Dan 11:35) 

35 Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of 

the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.  

A time when Jesus hands over His kingdom to God the Father (1 Cor 15:24-25) 

24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 

dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 

A time that the full number of the Gentiles has come in (Rom 11:25) 

25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has 

experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.  

 

Sovereign over rewards (12-13) 

Rewards that compensates for good works (Isa 40:10) 

10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and 

his recompense accompanies him.  

Rewards for good quality works (1 Cor 3:11-15) 

11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man 

builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown 

for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the 

quality of each man's work. 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned 

up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  

Rewards like the crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) 

4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  
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Rewards for righteousness (Matt 10:41-42) 

41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who 

receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. 42 And if 

anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the 

truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." 

 

Sovereign over judgments (14-15) 

Judgments at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10) 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him 

for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  

Judgments that man is destined to face (Heb 9:27) 

27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment ,  

Judgments that begin within the family of God (1 Peter 4:17-18) 

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the 

outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be 

saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"   

Judgments that through God's love, we don't have to fear (1 John 4:16-18) 

16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 

and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the 

day of judgment, because in this world we are like him.  

 

Sovereign over the Church (16) 

Sovereign over the Church because God keeps us blameless until that day (1 Cor 1:8) 

8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Sovereign over the Church because God cleansed us so we will be ready (Eph 5:25-28) 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a 

radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, 

husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 

Sovereign over the Church because God sanctified us (1 Thess 5:23) 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Sovereign over the Church because we belong to God (1 Cor 15:21-23) 

21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, 

when he comes, those who belong to him.  

Sovereign over the Church because Jesus is coming to bring salvation (Heb 9:26-28) 

26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has 

appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as man is 

destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins 
of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 

waiting for him.  
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Sovereign over the Church because our citizenship is in heaven (Phil 3:20-21) 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 

who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies 

so that they will be like his glorious body.  

 

Declaration of Responsibility (Rev 22:17-19) 

 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. 

Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.  

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God 

will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;  

19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 

Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.  

 

Responsibility of responding to call (17)   

Responding to call by spending time with God (John 1:38-39) 

38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which 

means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw 

where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour.  

Responding to call by seeking to be near God (Isa 55:6) 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  

Responding to call by seeking fellowship with God (1 John 1:3-7) 

3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 5 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at 

all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  

Responding to call by getting to know Jesus (John 17:3) 

3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent.  

Responding to call by knowing it is irrevocable  (Rom 11:29) 

29 for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.  

Responding to call by knowing God's calls are faithful  (1 Thess 5:23-24) 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 

body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful and he 

will do it.  

 

Responsibility to honor God's Word (18-19) 

Honor God's Word because it is useful to equip for every good work (2 Tim 3:16-17) 

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
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Honor God’s Word because it is trustworthy and true (2 Peter 3:5-7) 

5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed 

out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By 

the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 

destruction of ungodly men.  

Honor God’s Word because it is living and enduring (1 Peter 1:23) 

 23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 

enduring word of God.  

Honor God’s Word because it revives the soul (Ps 19:7) 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise 

the simple.  

Honor God’s Word because it provides a rebirth by God (James 1:18) 

18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 

created.  

 

Declaration of Promises (Rev 22:20-21) 

 

20 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming quickly." Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!  

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  

 

Promise to come soon (20) 

Promise to come soon for those who keep God’s Word (Rev 22:7) 

7 "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book."  

Promise to come soon because salvation is nearer than we may believe (Rom 13:11) 

11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 

because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  

Promise to come soon because the Lord is near (Phil 4:5) 

5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  

Promise to come soon because Jesus will not be delayed (Heb 10:37) 

37 For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay.  

 

Promise of grace (21) 

Promise of Grace through the grace of one man - Jesus (Rom 5:15) 

15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more 

did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!  

Promise of Grace because there is always enough grace to cover sin (Rom 5:20-21) 

20 The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the 

more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Promise of Grace because it is a gift from God (Rom 11:5-6) 

 5 So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by 

works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.  
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Promise of Grace because of God's love (2 Thess 2:16) 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope,  

Promise of Grace because God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim 2:3-4) 

3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge 
of the truth.  

 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 
 

Commentary Thoughts from J. Hampton Keathley 

The Promise that this Book is Not Sealed (10-11) 

In this command that John is not to seal this book we actually have a promise that this book of apocalyptic 

revelation can be studied and understood by any who are positive to know God and His Word. 

To seal up a book means to conceal, hide its message. “Seal up” is the Greek sfragizw which means “to put a 

seal on something,” either to “mark it, identify it, certify it, or to close it, keep it secret.” This book, unlike 

Daniel 12:4, was never to be sealed and was meant to be understood and applied from the day John received it. 

Why? Because the time is near, imminent, and people need the truth of this book to understand what God is 

doing and to prepare for what is coming, i.e., to live with a view to these coming events through the perspective 

of eternity; the contents of this book were needed immediately by the churches and those living in the church 

age. In view of the imminent return of Christ, critical choices always need to be made. 

Verse 11, which at first seems fatalistic, is closely related to verse 10, the unsealed character of this book and 

the imminent return of the Lord. Actually it is evangelistic. It is an appeal to men to respond to this book, for if 

one does not, there is no other message which can change him. Concerning this verse Walvoord writes: 

If the warnings of the book are not sufficient, there is no more that God has to say. The wicked must continue in 
their wicked way and be judged by the Lord when He comes. The same rule, however, applies to the righteous. 

Their reaction to the prophecy, of course, will be different, but the exhortation in their case is to continue in 

righteousness and holiness. It is an either/or proposition with no neutrality possible. There is a sense also in 

which present choices fix character; a time is coming when change will be impossible. Present choices will 

become permanent in character.  

The Promise of Reward at the Lord’s Coming (12) 

Throughout the New Testament one finds repeated references to the return of the Lord for His bride, the church. 

Each time there is either a reference to the rewards which will be given or there is some sort of admonishment 

to godly and purposeful living. This life is a preparation time for eternity and we are to live this life with a view 

to eternity—God’s glory and our rewards or positions of responsibility in the eternal state. 

Our tendency is to forget why we are here and to live as earth dwellers. You know the slogan, “You only go 

around once in this life, and you need to get all the gusto you can.” We are all going to be with Jesus Christ as 
believers with the possibility of special rewards and responsibilities, but the way we live while here on earth 

will determine just how we will reign with the Lord, our specific place of responsibility. 

So again, as in verse 7, the Lord declares the suddenness, the absolute surety and imminency of His return. But 

here He emphasizes to us His return will mean a dispensing of rewards according to a believer’s faithfulness, 

“according to what he has done,” i.e., according to how a person has used his time and talents. Salvation is 

totally by grace, but rewards, though also by grace, are dependent on our works as we have responded to God’s 

grace. 

This is then not only a promise of rewards, but an exhortation and an incentive to godly living and service. This, 

however, must not be disassociated from the emphasis of verses 7b and 10 which stress the need to know and 

understand the words of this prophecy, and ultimately Scripture in general. Why? Because the only way we can 

redeem the time is by living in the Word. The Word of God is both our motivation and correction. 
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The Promise and Statement of Christ’s Eternality (13) 

Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. This, plus the other two titles given here of 

our Lord (cf. 1:8, 11, 17; 2:8; 21:6), all emphasize the concept that our Lord, who directly spoke to John, is both 

the beginning (source) as well as the goal and consummation of all things; He is the Eternal Word. This verse 

confirms and authenticates Christ’s capacity and ability to fulfill these promises (cf. Col. 1:15f; 2:3; John 1:1; 

8:58). 

The Promise of Blessing to Those Who Wash Their Robes (14-15) 

Here is the seventh and final beatitude in Revelation. Here the word “blessed” is plural, makarioi, which 

strongly brings out the multitude of blessings given to the robe-washers. The robe stands for one’s condition of 

righteousness. A dirty robe stands for being without righteousness, falling short of the glory of God. A washed 

robe is one which has been made white and clean by faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ. It means the 

person stands in the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. It stands for imputed righteousness or justification by 

faith in Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:19, 21; Phil. 3 9). 

The tense of the verb is present, but it is what we call in Greek grammar, the perfective present; it describes the 

abiding results, “washed robes” (cf. Rev. 7:14; 3:5). 

Some translations read “who do His commandments” instead of “who wash their robes,” but the older 

manuscripts have the reading of the NASB and NIV. This is also the most accurate theologically. The reference 
here is to those who qualify for entrance into the city where they have the right to the tree of life. Though 

obedience to the commandments of the Lord should be a characteristic of believers, and may even give 

evidence of one’s faith, entrance into eternity is obtained by faith alone in the person and work of Christ, not by 

obedience or works (Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5; John 3:16). 

The word “right” in the clause “that they may have the right” is the Greek exousia which means (a) the right or 

authority to do something, or (b) the power or capacity to do something. Believers, by virtue of the imputed 

righteousness of Jesus Christ and their glorified and sinless bodies, will have both the right and capacity to 

dwell in the eternal city in righteousness. 

By contrast, unbelievers, who are excluded, are described in verse 15 in terms which bring out the habitual 

character that they are left with because, having failed to believe in the Savior, they must continue in their sin 

(John 8:24). The unregenerate remain in their unregenerate condition and character throughout eternity, and the 
promise is that our eternal home cannot be contaminated by the evil of those with such character as we see 

every day in our present world. Not only are they excluded from the eternal city and fellowship with God, but 

they remain in the misery and unhappiness of their fallen state, itself, a judgment of the greatest magnitude. One 

of the joys the true believer looks forward to is release from his sinful state, the loss of the sinful nature. Read 

and study carefully Romans 8:18-30 with 6:15-25. 

The Certification of the Promises to the Churches (22:16) 

First, we see that Jesus Himself sent His angel to bear witness of these things to John and for the churches as 

instruction, warning, and comfort. “I, Jesus” stresses the fact that Jesus, the man who walked the earth but who 

is now at God’s right hand, is the One who bears this solemn testimony to certify its reality.  

Second, though much of this book will occur after the church is gone (Rev. 3:10), it is for us to know and 

understand. This information is important to our spiritual equilibrium. It aids our understanding of the future 

and shows us where the present world is going. It gives greater perspective for what is really important today 
(cf. Heb. 10:24-25; Titus 2:11f). Should this not cause us all to be more involved in reaching the lost for Christ 

as our next verse, verse 17, will show? Please note, this is the first occurrence of the term “church,” the Greek 

ekklhsia since chapter 3. This indicates that the church is not in the Tribulation. Remember that chapters 6 

through 19, which deal with the Tribulation, also deals with Israel. It is the time of Jacob’s trouble and Daniel’s 

70th week. For this reason the church is not present or mentioned. 

Third, so how does our Lord certify and assure the facts of these things? By who and what He is in relation to 

Israel and the church, the root and offspring of David and the bright and morning star. The word “root” may 

refer to a root as the source of something or to a shoot, that which comes from a root. The latter is the meaning 

here (cf. Isa. 11). Such an understanding here also fits with the idea of “an offspring of David.” Like a stump, 

Israel as a nation was cut down and dispersed. But Christ as a shoot which will spring up from David, the legal 

heir to the throne through Joseph and physically from David through Mary, will fulfill all of God’s promises 

and covenants. It is He who will restore Israel to the place of blessing (cf. Rom. 11). 
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“The bright and morning star.” Literally the Greek has “the star, the bright one, the morning one.” (Compare 

Num. 24:17, Balaam’s prophecy; Matt. 2:2, the statement of the magi, and Rev. 2:28.) What does a morning 

star do? It heralds and assures us of a new day and of the conclusion of the night (cf. Rom. 13:11-14). So Jesus, 

as the morning star, heralds and assures us of the conclusion of this night season and the coming of a new day 

which will begin by His return for the church at the rapture to be followed by the glories of the millennium and 
then the eternal state at the end of the Tribulation. For Israel, Christ is seen as “the Sun of righteousness” (Mal. 

4:2). 

The Invitation and the Promise of Life without Cost (22:17) 

Following this assurance, we immediately read “and the Spirit and the bride say, ‘come.’” This refers to the 

Holy Spirit and the church, both of whom, along with the Word, are God’s agents of evangelism which is the 

focus of this verse. 

“Come” is a present imperative, used perhaps like an aoristic present meaning, “come today.” It is an invitation 

for men to come to Christ. It reminds us of the concept of Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the Lord while He may be found; 

call upon Him while He is near,” Psalm 32:6 “Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when 

You may be found,” and 2 Corinthians 6:2b “… behold, now is ‘the acceptable time,’ behold, now is ‘the day of 

salvation.’” This expresses the responsibility of believers to invite men to Christ and of the responsibility and 

need of those invited to respond.  

Then we read, “let the one who hears.” This refers to any person who really hears the message of this book. The 

effect of this hearing should be a desire to reach others for Christ. So they also say “come.” 

The final clauses of the verse refers to anyone who wants the life which our Lord seeks to offer. The invitation 

to come and take is an urgent command for the day will arrive when it is too late. Now is a day of grace, but a 

day of judgment is imminent and impending. Though multitudes can and will come to Christ during the 

Tribulation, it will still be a day when receiving Jesus Christ and being a believer will be the most difficult in 

man’s history. 

The Warning of the Prophecy (22:18-19) 

In these verses we have a solemn warning against tampering with the meaning and truth of this book. More on 

this in a moment, but for now, note these phrases which emphasize the Word of God—all of which occur in this 

final chapter of God’s Word. 

Verse 7—The words of the prophecy of this book. 

Verse 9—The words of this book. 

Verse 10—The words of the prophecy of this book. 

Verse 18—The words of the prophecy of this book. 

Verse 19—The words of the book of this prophecy 

Verse 19—Which are written in this book. 

As William R. Newell said in his book on Revelation, “Beware lest the jealousy of God burn like fire—for He 

has exalted His Word above all His Name (Psalm 138:2).” 

Then notice the emphasis of these words, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify” (22:16), “I testify to every 

man that hears” (22:18), and “He who testifies these things says” (22:20). 

Jesus Christ, the logos, the revelation of God, has born witness to man of the truth. He did this first in the Old 

Testament Scriptures, then by His incarnation and life among men which was culminated and authenticated by 
the testimony of His death, resurrection, resurrection appearances, and ascension. Then He sent the Holy Spirit 

and the canon of Scripture was gradually completed—being completed with this book of Revelation before 90 

A.D. So here He not only guards the words of the book, but absolutely declares Himself as the witness and 

guarantee of these things.  

Therefore, we have had the emphasis in this book, “He that hath ears let him hear.” Are you positive to know 

the truth of God? My friends, God has revealed Himself to man and this revelation is found in the Scripture, and 

to a very limited degree in nature (Rom. 1:18f). Man, then, is without excuse. God can be known, but the details 

of this knowledge comes only through Scripture. Thus God says, “But to this one I will look, to him who is 

humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word” (Isa. 66:2b). 
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It is the truth of Scripture which sets men free so God guards His Word carefully because it is the only means 

by which man really knows God (John 8: 32; 17:17; 2 Pet. 1:2-4). 

So now in verse 18 we have a solemn warning, but please note that the urgency and importance of this warning 

is supported by the solemn testimony of Jesus Christ Himself when He says, “I testify unto every man who 

hears …” 

The First Offense with its Penalty (18) 

The Offense  

“If anyone adds to them,” i.e., to the words of this prophecy. There are other solemn warnings in the Bible 

about tampering with God’s Word (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:5-6; Rev. 1:3). Alan Johnson writes: 

These verses should not be taken as a warning against adding anything to the Bible. Early interpreters 

understood them as a warning to false prophets not to alter the sense of John’s prophecy—i.e., Revelation (so 

Irenaeus Contra Haereses 30.2)… Verses 18-10 are a strong warning against any who would tamper with the 

contexts of “this book” (Rev), either textually or in its moral and theological teaching (cf. 1 Co 16:22)  

But what applies here, surely applies to the whole of Scripture because the book of Revelation is the last book 

of the Bible. Jude tells believers to “contend earnestly for the faith once and for all received.” Jude was saying 

there was a completed body of truth, a body of truth which became preserved, a completed canon of Scripture. 

Revelation is the final book of the Bible. All the major themes of Scripture find their end and culmination in 
this book. No other is needed. It wraps up the revelation of God and brings man into the glorious eternal state. 

Thus, to tamper with Revelation is in essence to tamper with the whole. Walvoord says: 

No one can dare add to the Word of God except in blatant unbelief and denial that the Word is indeed God’s 

own message to man. Likewise, no one should dare take away from the words of the book, since to do so is to 

do despite to the inspired Word of God. What a solemn warning this is to critics who have tampered with this 

book and other portions of Scripture in arrogant self-confidence that they are equipped intellectually and 

spiritually to determine what is true and what is not true in the Word of God. Though not stated in detail, the 

point of these two verses is that a child of God who reveres Him will recognize at once that this is the Word of 

God.  

So how does one add to the Bible or revelation? One way is by claiming new revelation, that the Bible and the 

book of Revelation are not enough (as with the Book of Mormon or any other religious writing that claims to be 
from God). Another way is by claiming advanced knowledge in spiritual matters and that the Bible is not the 

answer or simply wrong (2 John 9). Liberal humanists are grossly guilty of this. Of course such action not only 

is adding but subtracting. The point is that this reveals a blatant unbelief in the Bible which denies that the 

Word of God is the revelation and testimony of God. Such action is a clear evidence of personal unbelief and 

rejection of Jesus Christ. 

The Penalty  

“God shall add to him the plagues …” In what sense will God add the plagues to the offender? First, the 

unbeliever, the person who does not believe the Word and so also rejects Jesus Christ, will go into the 

Tribulation. He will, therefore, face its plagues should he be living when the Tribulation comes. Second, should 

he die first without Jesus Christ, then he will still face the wrath of God from which the plagues proceed and 

spend eternity in the lake of fire. 

The Second Offense with its Penalty (19) 

The Offense: “And if any man shall take away …” 

In other words, if he rejects any portion of Revelation, since Revelation is the culmination to the Word, this 

very well may have application to the whole canon of Scripture. So, if anyone denies the plain teaching of 

Scripture regarding the Lord Jesus Christ and the great testimonies of this book, he is doing despite to the 

inspired Word of God. This is a grave warning to the critics of higher criticism who, in blatant unbelief, have 

tampered with the books of the Bible in arrogant self-confidence thinking that they are spiritually and 

intellectually competent to judge the truthfulness of the Bible.  

As Walvoord pointed out, the point of these two verses is that the true child of God who believes the Lord, will 

recognize this as a portion of the Bible as well as the rest of Scripture. 

The Penalty  

“God shall take away his part from the tree of life …” What does this mean?  

javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d


A Welcoming Invitation Page 12 of 13 08/28/2022 

To use these verses, however, as a proof that a child of God once saved and born into the family of God can 

lose his Salvation is, of course, applying this passage out of context. This passage assumes that a child of God 

will not tamper with these scriptures. It is the contrast of unbelief with faith, the blinded, fallen intellect of man 

in contrast to the enlightened Spirit taught believer. Although the true child of God may not comprehend the 

meaning of the entire book of Revelation, he will recognize in it a declaration of his hope and that which has 

been assured to him in grace by his salvation in Christ.  

The Benediction (22:20-21) 

These final words of testimony are yet another declaration of the promise of Christ’s imminent return: “Surely I 

come quickly.” With this announcement, in contrast to those in verses 7 and 12, this declaration adds the word 

“Yes,” which is the Greek nai, “yea, verily,” a particle noting an affirmation, agreement, or emphasis. To 

strengthen this even more, this declaration is followed by the word “Amen” (Greek, amhn) often translated 

“verily, truly.”  

The announcement “I come quickly” is therefore buttressed before and after by words used to emphasize the 

certainty of it. With the word amen, however, John begins his own prayer of response to this announcement: 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Though the book of Revelation concerns itself with a broad expanse of divine 

dealing with men including the time of Tribulation, the millennium, and the eternal state, for John the important 

event is the coming of the Lord for him at the rapture of the church. For this his heart longs, not only because he 
is on the bleak Island of Patmos in suffering and exile but because of the glorious prospect which his eyes have 

beheld and his ears have heard.1  

The Tribulation has stressed the wrath of a holy God. But for the true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ there is 

only grace, grace, marvelous grace. My friends, do you know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ? So John, as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus, closes with the benediction, “The Grace of the Lord Jesus be with all, Amen.” 

As you know, the Old Testament ends with the word “curse,” for it is the warning given an earth whose future 

hangs upon that of Israel—upon the conversion of the remnant and upon the receiving of the preaching of Elijah 

… , just before Christ should return. The law could make no absolute promise, and so God’s Word by Malachi 

ends, “Lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 

But now Christ has come and put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And, although the book of The 

Revelation has had to uncover the fearful rebellion of the earth, and the necessary and dire judgments of God; 
yet upon those who have believed, to His saints, the benediction of divine favor rests. Just as Christ lifted up 

His hands and blessed them over against Bethany, at His ascension, so all His saints are now—under his 

pierced, uplifted hands of blessing. Amen.2  

A conclusion such as this is wholly appropriate for this prophetic message addressed to the ancient church and, 

indeed, to the whole body of Christ. The benediction is reminiscent of Paul’s usual practice (cf. the final verses 

in his letters). Nothing less than God’s grace is required for us to be overcomers and triumphantly enter the 

Holy City of God, where we shall reign with him forever and ever.  

Let us each draw near to our glorious Savior, who is revealed in such dramatic ways in this awesome book, that 

we may experience His power on our lives, represent Him faithfully as His servants. And all the while, may we 

be praying and anticipating with John, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

                                                (Adapted from URL:https://bible.org/seriespage/epilogue-rev-226-21) 
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Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

The return of Christ is a key theme of the book of Revelation. We joyously celebrate his first coming, his first 

“advent,” in the Christmas season. But daily we should also anticipate and pray for his return, his second 

“advent,” to take us home to be with him forever. Today I did so by praying “Maranatha.” I am ready for Christ 

to come again. When I read the news of another mass shooting, another terrorist attack, or another outrage to 

my Christian conscience, I am ready for Christ to come again. Despite the efforts of people of good faith, the 

dark side of humanity seems an unquenchable source of evil. I am ready for Christ to return. I don’t know 

exactly how his coming or our residence in the New Jerusalem will work. The closing chapters of Revelation 

give answers, but in all honesty, they raise questions as well. Yet I don’t need to know everything, and I am at 
peace with that. I am ready for Christ to come again. Are you ready as well, or does part of your heart fear that 

you will be among those excluded from the holy city? Being able and willing to pray for Christ to return right 

now is a great test of one’s spiritual health, a test of one’s relationship with the Lord Jesus. Practice the 

Maranatha prayer for a week. Pray it sincerely, in true faith. If you take this seriously, it will make a difference. 

 

Concluding Thoughts from the Echoes Commentary 

Jesus' Return - Revelation is an invitation to come to Christ I while there is still time. John wanted people to 

understand mat time is running out. When Jesus returns, it's all over. God is not playing a game, fooling around, 

or wishy-washy about what He's explained in this vision. Once all these events laid out in Revelation happen, 

there will be no opportunity for second chances. Jesus will suddenly appear, and everyone must be ready. Jesus 

passes out rewards according to the actions people have done on Earth. Christians don't work to get into heaven, 

but they delight in doing Christ's bidding once they are converted. This is what will be rewarded. 

 

Jesus' Benefits - Happy and enjoying the benefits of heaven are those who listen to Jesus and delight in doing 
what He says. Those outside the heavenly gates will long to come inside, but they cannot. They have already 

made their decision against following Christ while on Earth. 

 

Jesus' Names - Jesus' final words in Scripture announce again who He is, the Beginning and the End, the First 

and the Last, the Alpha and Omega. It's like He's writing His signature three times confirming His identity. 

Some may read Revelation like it's a fantasy, but Jesus is signing His name to it, it's all true. Along with Jesus' 

identity confirmation, He and the Church extend an invitation. To those who are spiritually thirsty, He's got 

plenty of water, the real water of life. For those who want Him, He has open arms. Even if you don't understand 

everything at first, come anyway. Little by little, God opens the mind and heart to the truth. 

 

Longing for Jesus' Return - ''Grace" (vs. 21) is the last thing the author of the book wants humankind to 

remember. God is so ready and willing to pour out His loving kindness. This is how the Father wants to deal 
with us. Prayerfully, this is the way we will respond to Him. He is coming suddenly. Please come, Lord Jesus. 

We are longing for Your return. 

 

 


