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Who is King 
1 Sam 8:4-7, 10:17-24 

SS Lesson for 10/23/2022 

 
Devotional Scriptures: Hos 13:4-11 

 

OUTLINE 

 

LESSON BACKGROUND AND KEY VERSE 

Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
Key Verse: 1 Sam 10:19 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

THE CALL FOR A KING (1 SAM 8:4-7) 
Rejection of Samuel (4-5) 

Rejection because of age should be no problem if living a godly example (1 Tim 4:12) 
Rejection because of age should be no problem because God appoints His followers (Jer 1:4-8) 
Rejection because of age should be no problem if seeking and using God's wisdom and discernment (1 Kings 3:6-12) 
Rejection of a leader because they will be judged more strictly (James 3:1) 
Rejection of a leader because leaders must be proven faithful (1 Cor 4:2) 
Rejection of a leader who cannot lead their families (1 Tim 3:13) 

Rejection of God (6-7) 
Rejection of God as their ruler (Judg 8:23) 
Rejection of God for a human king (1 Sam 12:12-15) 
Rejection of God who is the only One who can save (Hos 13:10-11) 
Rejection of God because of not listening to Him (Ps 81:11-12) 
Rejection of God brings condemnation (John 12:48) 

THE ACCLAMATION OF A KING (1 SAM 10:17-24) 
Questioning of the need (17-19) 

False need because of trusting in mortal men (Ps 146:3) 
False need because even kings are subject to God (Prov 8:15-16) 
False need because only God should rule over man (Judg 8:23) 
False need because kings cannot save (Isa 33:22) 
False need because of forsaking God (1 Sam 12:10-16) 

Choosing of the king (20-21) 
Saul was chosen because God allowed it (Acts 13:21) 
Saul was chosen because God anointed him (1 Sam 10:1) 
Saul was chosen because God establishes and disposes authorities (Dan 2:19-21) 
Saul was chosen because God does the actual selection (1 Sam 9:15-17) 

Confirmation of the king (22-24) 
Confirmation by appointment (Deut 17:15) 
Confirmation by crowning and according to a covenant (2 Kings 11:12) 
Confirmation by anointing (1 Sam 15:17) 
Confirmation by God’s promise (1 Kings 1:13-14) 
Confirmation by establishment by God (1 Kings 2:24) 

CONCLUSION AND OTHER THOUGHTS 

COMMENTARY THOUGHTS FROM BOB DEFFINBAUGH 
The King is Introduced to Israel (10:10-11:13) 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE NIV STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
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Lesson Background and Key Verse 
Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

When Samuel gathered the people together, the fate of an entire nation was at stake. But would the people 

recognize his authority? And would they recognize the authority behind Samuel, the Lord himself? In the 

Christian arrangement of the books of the Old Testament, 1 and 2 Samuel are included with the 12 historical 

books (Joshua–Esther). They record the transition from theocracy (being governed by the Lord) to monarchy 

(being governed by an earthly king). The period of the judges lasted more than 300 years, from 1380 to 1050 

BC. The judges administered justice and served as God’s chosen military leaders when the people were 

oppressed by foreign invaders. This is told briefly in Judges 2:6-19 and recorded in detail in the rest of that 
book. Samuel’s prophetic ministry began during the latter part of those deplorable years, in 1067 BC; this was a 

time when Israel had no king (Judges 18:1; 19:1). This was also a time when moral conditions among the 

people were chaotic: “everyone did as they saw fit” (21:25). In his transitional role, Samuel is sometimes 

referred to as the last of the judges (1 Samuel 7:6, 15-17) and the first of the prophets (3:20; Acts 3:24; 13:20). 

Samuel was one of the greatest of Israel’s judges. After freeing the country from oppressors, he established a 

circuit court to administer justice (1 Samuel 7:16). His decisions were respected, for they were according to the 

law. 

 

Key Verse: 1 Sam 10:19 

But you have today rejected your God, who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations; 

and you have said to Him, 'No, set a king over us!' Now therefore, present yourselves before the Lord by your 

tribes and by your clans 

 

Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

The Call for a King (1 Sam 8:4-7) 

 
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah,  

5 and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like 

all the nations."  

6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the Lord.  

7 And the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected 

you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 

 

Rejection of Samuel (4-5) 

Rejection because of age should be no problem if living a godly example (1 Tim 4:12) 

12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 

speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.  

Rejection because of age should be no problem because God appoints His followers (Jer 1:4-8) 

4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you 

were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 6 "Ah, Sovereign Lord," I said, "I do 

not know how to speak; I am only a child." 7 But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You 

must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am 

with you and will rescue you," declares the Lord. 
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Rejection because of age should be no problem if seeking and using God's wisdom and discernment (1 Kings 
3:6-12) 

6 Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was 

faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have 

given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 7 "Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant 

king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 

Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 

9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and 

wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had 

asked for this. 11 So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for 

yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I 
will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been 

anyone like you, nor will there ever be.  

Rejection of a leader because they will be judged more strictly (James 3:1) 

3 Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will 

be judged more strictly.  

Rejection of a leader because leaders must be proven faithful (1 Cor 4:2) 

2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.  

Rejection of a leader who cannot lead their families (1 Tim 3:13) 

13 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well.  

 

Rejection of God (6-7) 

Rejection of God as their ruler (Judg 8:23) 

23 But Gideon told them, "I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The Lord will rule over 

you."  

Rejection of God for a human king (1 Sam 12:12-15) 

12 "But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me, 'No, 

we want a king to rule over us'-even though the Lord your God was your king. 13 Now here is the king you 

have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve 

and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you 

follow the Lord your God — good! 15 But if you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against his 

commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers.  

Rejection of God who is the only One who can save (Hos 13:10-11) 

10 Where is your king, that he may save you? Where are your rulers in all your towns, of whom you said, 

'Give me a king and princes'? 11 So in my anger I gave you a king, and in my wrath I took him away.  

Rejection of God because of not listening to Him (Ps 81:11-12) 

11 "But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. 12 So I gave them over to their 

stubborn hearts to follow their own devices. 

Rejection of God brings condemnation (John 12:48) 

48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke 
will condemn him at the last day.  
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The Acclamation of a King (1 Sam 10:17-24) 

 

17 Then Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah,  

18 and said to the children of Israel, "Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and 

delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all kingdoms and from those who oppressed 

you.'  

19 But you have today rejected your God, who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations; 

and you have said to Him, 'No, set a king over us!' Now therefore, present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes 

and by your clans."  
20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen.  

21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And 

Saul the son of Kish was chosen. But when they sought him, he could not be found.  

22 Therefore they inquired of the Lord further, "Has the man come here yet?" And the Lord answered, "There he is, 

hidden among the equipment."  

23 So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of the 

people from his shoulders upward.  

24 And Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen, that there is no one like him 

among all the people?" So all the people shouted and said, "Long live the king!"  

 

Questioning of the need (17-19) 

False need because of trusting in mortal men (Ps 146:3) 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot save.  

False need because even kings are subject to God (Prov 8:15-16) 

15 By me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just; 16 by me princes govern, and all nobles who rule 

on earth. 

False need because only God should rule over man (Judg 8:23) 

23 But Gideon told them, "I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The Lord will rule over 

you."  

False need because kings cannot save (Isa 33:22) 

22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king; it is he who will save us.  

False need because of forsaking God (1 Sam 12:10-16) 

10 They cried out to the Lord and said, 'We have sinned; we have forsaken the Lord and served the Baals 

and the Ashtoreths. But now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.' 11 Then the 

Lord sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies 

on every side, so that you lived securely. 12 "But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was 

moving against you, you said to me, 'No, we want a king to rule over us'-even though the Lord your God 

was your king. 13 Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the Lord has set a king 

over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if 

both you and the king who reigns over you follow the Lord your God — good! 15 But if you do not obey 

the Lord, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your 

fathers. 16 "Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about to do before your eyes! 

 

Choosing of the king (20-21) 

Saul was chosen because God allowed it (Acts 13:21) 

21 Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who 

ruled forty years.  
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Saul was chosen because God anointed him (1 Sam 10:1) 

1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on Saul's head and kissed him, saying, "Has not the Lord 

anointed you leader over his inheritance?  

Saul was chosen because God establishes and disposes authorities (Dan 2:19-21) 

19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 
20 and said: "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 21 He changes 

times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 

discerning.  

Saul was chosen because God does the actual selection (1 Sam 9:15-17) 

15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel: 16 "About this time tomorrow I 

will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him leader over my people Israel; he will deliver 
my people from the hand of the Philistines. I have looked upon my people, for their cry has reached me." 

17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, "This is the man I spoke to you about; he will 

govern my people." 

 

Confirmation of the king (22-24) 

Confirmation by appointment (Deut 17:15) 

15 be sure to appoint over you the king the Lord your God chooses. He must be from among your own 

brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite.  

Confirmation by crowning and according to a covenant (2 Kings 11:12) 

12 Jehoiada brought out the king's son and put the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of the 

covenant and proclaimed him king. They anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted, 

"Long live the king!"  

Confirmation by anointing (1 Sam 15:17) 

17 Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the 

tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel.  

Confirmation by God’s promise (1 Kings 1:13-14) 

13 Go immediately to King David and say to him, 'Did you not, my lord, O king, swear to your 
maidservant, saying, "Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne"? 

Why then has Adonijah become king?' 14 Then, while you are still talking there with the king, I also will 

come in after you and confirm your words." 

Confirmation by establishment by God (1 Kings 2:24) 

24 Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has confirmed me and set me on the throne of David my father, 

and who has established a house for me, as He promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today!"  
 



Who is King Page 6 of 8 10/23/2022 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 
 

Commentary Thoughts from Bob Deffinbaugh 

The King is Introduced to Israel (10:10-11:13) 

Finally, Saul and his servant reach the “hill of God,” where the Philistine garrison is stationed,34 and where the 

third sign takes place. The third sign is different from the first two in at least two regards. First, the third sign is 

publicly witnessed and at least partially grasped as significant. We are informed of the prophecy Samuel gave to 

Saul regarding the two men he would meet and later on the three men on their way to Bethel, but we are not 

given a full account of how these things take place. We are only given the general statement that “all these 

signs came about on that day” (10:9). But when it comes to the third prophecy – the one which tells of the 

Spirit coming upon Saul – we are given an account which includes the impact this has on the nation. The first 

two signs are almost entirely for the benefit of Saul alone. He alone has been told these things will happen. 

Anyone watching the fulfillment of these two prophecies would not discern that these are signs, for they would 
be unaware of their detailed prediction. But this third sign is one which catches people’s attention, so much so 

that it becomes proverbial. 

Second, what happens to Saul on the “hill of God” is not normal; it is supernatural. The Spirit of God comes 

upon Saul and he prophesies, along with those who are known to be prophets. There is no question on the part 

of those who witness this amazing incident – Saul is among the prophets. So why is this important? It is 

important because this is a public demonstration that God has empowered Saul to judge the nation. In Exodus 

18, Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, counsels him to distribute the work load of judging the nation. The 

appointment of these 70 judges is described in Numbers 11, where all 70 of them prophesy before the eyes of 

the nation, demonstrating that the Spirit of God is upon them, empowering them to serve as judges. The same 

thing is now happening to Saul. The Spirit of God has come upon him, empowering him to judge the nation as 

their king. This event is clearly supernatural, and it is done in public. In fact, the change in Saul becomes 
proverbial, so that even those who do not witness this sign hear of it. This is the first public indication that Saul 

is to be Israel’s king. 

The next indication will be very public. Samuel calls all of Israel to Mizpah (the place where they repented and 

turned to God at the beginning of Samuel’s ministry – see chapter 7), where he confronts a very eager audience. 

In all their enthusiasm and optimism of what is to come, Samuel once again reminds the Israelites that their 

demand for a king is a manifestation of disobedience and unbelief. Samuel indicates that it was then (in chapter 

8), and still is to this very day, a rejection of God. This God, whom they will replace with a human king, is the 

One who delivers them from all their difficulties. It is not their new king who will deliver them, because it has 

always been God who delivered them, and who will continue to do so. In spite of Israel’s sin, God is about to 

graciously give them the king they are demanding. 

The king, as seen in Deuteronomy 17:15, is to be the man of God’s choosing, and this choice will be indicated 

by the casting of the lot. It is first narrowed down to the line of Benjamin and then finally to Saul, the very one 
whom God has already indicated to Samuel earlier, the one whom Samuel has already anointed as king. But this 

process is for the benefit of the people of the nation, so that they will be convinced that Samuel is God’s choice. 

When Saul is indicated by the casting of the lots, he is nowhere to be found. No one seems to know him or his 

whereabouts. It is by further inquiry of the Lord that He indicates Saul is hiding by the baggage. The people run 

to the luggage, find Saul, and bring him to Samuel. When the people look upon Saul, they are greatly 

impressed. Here is a man whom we have already learned is very handsome (9:2), and we are told once again 

that he is taller than any other Israelite. In effect, Saul is the “Goliath” of Israel, a giant of a man, and an 

extremely handsome man at that. From a merely physical perspective, Saul is first class material. 

Samuel points out to the people what an extremely pleasing choice God has made. God makes and gives no 

“junk.” Saul is a magnificent specimen of humanity. No one could have asked for more. And so the people 

begin to shout, “Long live the king!” (verse 24). At this time, Samuel spells out all of the ordinances which 
pertain to kingly rule, writing this on a book which he places before the Lord. And then he sends the people 

home. 

Saul likewise goes to his house, accompanied by a group of valiant men whose hearts God has touched. These 

men seem to be something like Saul’s “secret service,” accompanying him wherever he goes, protecting him 

from any who might wish to harm him. These valiant men are further evidence that Saul is indeed God’s choice 

for Israel’s king.  

https://bible.org/seriespage/making-israel%E2%80%99s-first-king-1-samuel-91-1113#P633_237312
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Not all the people see it this way, however, for our text informs us there is a group of men – worthless fellows – 

who do not look upon Saul as their deliverer. Do these men know the “old Saul” too well? Do they disdain the 

man for hiding amongst the luggage? Is he not their kind of leader? We really don’t know why they look down 

upon Saul, but their most serious sin is to doubt and dispute God’s choice of their king. While all the others 

have gifts for Saul, these worthless fellows do not. Their disdain for Saul is obvious. Nevertheless, Saul chooses 

to remain silent and do nothing about them for the moment. They will appear again in our text, however. 

What the Israelites really want is a king who will deliver them from their enemies. They want a king who will 

go before them into war (8:19-20). And specifically, they want a king who will deal with Nahash, the king of 

the Ammonites (12:12). The proof of Saul’s kingship will be clinched if Saul can successfully lead them into 

war. Chapter 11 is all about just this. 

Nahash, the Ammonite king, has besieged the Israelite town of Jabesh-gilead. The people are about to give up 

and ask Nahash to declare what his terms for peace are. The people of Jabesh-gilead are willing to be his 

subjects; they really seem to have no choice. But the king’s terms for peace are severe. He not only wants the 

Israelite town to surrender to him, he insists that he will pluck out the right eye of each. This will do at least two 

things: (1) It will humiliate the Israelites, and (2) it will disable them so that they will fight with great difficulty. 

(Have you ever tried to sight a gun or aim a bow and arrow without your right eye?)  

The people of Jabesh ask Nahash for seven days to plea to their Jewish brethren for help. If no one comes to 
their aid, they promise, they will become his subjects. Messengers are sent throughout the land of Israel, 

pleading for help. It seems as though nothing is being done, and that no one intends to get involved. But word 

eventually comes to Gibeah of Saul, and when it does, the people of that city begin to weep. Saul is coming in 

from the fields and observes the weeping and asks what has happened. When he is told, he is furious.35 He 

slaughters a yoke of oxen (was it his oxen or those of an unconcerned spectator?), cuts them into pieces and 

sends these pieces around the land, warning that anyone who refuses to assemble for war will find his oxen 

slaughtered also. It seems as though some are excusing themselves from coming to the aid of their brethren 

because they cannot get away from the farm at the moment. Saul’s actions make it clear that they will have 

nothing to farm with if they refuse to help their brethren. He threatens to take away the equivalent of their 

“tractors.” 

A grand total of 330,000 soldiers assemble, 30,000 of them men of Judah. Word is sent to the people of Jabesh, 
assuring them that help is on the way. The men of Jabesh inform Nahash that on the following day they will 

“come out” to him. Nahash thinks this means that they intend to surrender. The people of Jabesh hope it means 

they will “come out” fighting. And so when their Israelite brethren attack the Ammonites the next day, they do 

come out fighting, and the result is a crushing defeat for the Ammonites. As the text indicates, “no two of them 

were left together” (verse 11). 

Saul is an instant hero. It is one thing for Saul to be “among the prophets;” it is still another for him to be 

chosen king by lot. But when Saul is the one man who can assemble the whole nation and then defeat the 

Ammonites, this is all the proof the people need or want. “And now,” the people ask, “who are those nay-

sayers, who spoke of their king with disdain?” Let these fellows be brought forward and dealt with! 

Saul’s finest moment is not in assembling the nation for war nor in winning a stunning victory over the 

Ammonites. His finest moment is in dealing with some of his own people, who have spoken against him. Saul 

can take his revenge, and in so doing, bring great pleasure to the people, as well as to himself. But Saul refuses 
to dampen the spirit of the day with such action. Most of all, Saul is unwilling to take credit for the victory 

which has just been won over the Ammonites. It is the Lord who “has accomplished deliverance in Israel” 

(verse 13), and thus Saul will not raise a hand against those who disdain him. Truly Israel does have their king, 

and a good one at that. 

         (Adapted from URL:https://bible.org/seriespage/making-israel%E2%80%99s-first-king-1-samuel-91-1113) 

 

https://bible.org/seriespage/making-israel%E2%80%99s-first-king-1-samuel-91-1113#P644_244533
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Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Despite having been rejected by the people, the Lord chose not to abandon them. He sometimes punished them 

(2 Chronicles 36:15-21), but he continued to love his people and work through them (see Genesis 12:1-3). The 

same goes for us. Though we make decisions that grieve God, he does not abandon us or stop working through 

the church. He has the power to use even our worst decisions for his glory (Romans 8:28). Samuel and the 

elders were concerned for Israel’s future, though they had very different plans to alleviate that worry. In the 

same way, leadership in churches, whether ministers, elders, or other leaders, do well to look to the future of 

their congregations and of the worldwide church. When considering our plans, however, we must not discount 

the warnings of godly people who do not share a majority opinion. We have an ally in this endeavor that Israel 
did not: the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of every believer (Acts 2:17-21). May we seek clarity from 

the Lord in every decision, resisting worldly wisdom so that we can continue to live out our calling as the 

priesthood of believers (1 Peter 2:4-12). 

 

 


