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David Anointed as King 
1 Sam 16:1-13 

SS Lesson for 10/30/2022 

 
Devotional Scriptures: 2 Cor 5:5-10 

 

OUTLINE 

 

LESSON BACKGROUND AND KEY VERSE 

Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 
Key Verse: 1 Sam 16:7 

MAJOR THEME ANALYSIS 

PREPARATIONS FOR FINDING A LEADER (1 SAM 16:1-4) 
Seek God's direction and selection (1) 

Because authority goes with those God's chooses (Hag 2:23) 
Because those God chooses, He also appoints, and they are the ones who bear fruit (John 15:16) 
Because God's selection is His chosen instrument (Acts 9:15) 
Because God has reasons for choosing certain people whether the world agrees or not (1 Cor 1:27-29) 
Because God wants people after His own heart (Acts 13:22) 

Seek God's protection (2) 
Because God strengthens those who are fully committed to Him (2 Chron 16:9) 
Because God sends His angels to protect those who are representing Him (Dan 6:22) 
Because protection is the heritage of the servants of God (Isa 54:17) 
Because if God is for you, who can be against you (Rom 8:31) 
Because God is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4) 
Because God is with His people and they protect their own (Acts 18:9-10) 
Because God is with you wherever you go (Josh 1:9) 

Be obedient to God's guidance (3) 
Obedient to ensure of going the right way (Isa 30:21) 
Obedient so that God will make the way lighted and smooth (Isa 42:16) 
Obedient to receive the promise of success (Isa 1:19) 
Obedient to receive the promise of life and being a child of God (Rom 8:12-14) 
Obedient in every detail (1 Sam 15:14-26) 
Obedient in spite of setbacks and the complaints of others (Ex 6:9-12) 

Pray for God's preparation of people (4) 
God prepares people so they can be witnesses (Acts 10:1-6, 19-20) 
God prepares people so they can intercede (1 Sam 25:14-17, 32-34) 
God prepares people so they can provide the conduit of healing (Acts 9:3-11) 
God prepares people pray for the receptiveness of God's word (Col 4:2-5) 

SELECTION OF A LEADER (1 SAM 16:6-11) 
Don't use worldly views (6-7) 

Because using worldly views do not consider the new creation in a person (2 Cor 5:16-17) 
Because in Jesus there are no distinctions (Col 3:11) 
Because we shouldn’t' show favoritism (James 2:1) 
Because it would be judging with evil thoughts (James 2:2-4) 
Because Jesus does not judge by human standards (John 8:15-16) 
Because God accepts all men who fear Him and do right (Acts 10:34-35) 
Because it puts stumbling blocks in other's way (Rom 14:13) 
Because worldly views don't result in right judgments (John 7:24) 
Because worldly views depend on surface things (2 Cor 10:7) 

Seek God's view, which is an inward review (7) 
Because God's thoughts and ways are superior to man's (Isa 55:8-9) 
Because God knows the heart (Luke 16:15) 
Because God understands the motive behind the thoughts and actions (1 Chron 28:9) 
Because God searches the heart and examines the mind (Jer 17:10) 
Because nothing is hidden from God (Heb 4:13) 

Realize that there may be many rejections (8-10) 
Rejections because of not doing what is right (Gen 4:3-7) 
Rejections because of not doing the will of God (Matt 7:21-23) 
Rejections because the world hates righteousness (John 15:18-19) 
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Rejections because Jesus was rejected (1 Peter 2:6-8) 
Rejections, but through perseverance, getting what is needed (Luke 11:5-8) 

Wait on God and His timing (11) 
Wait on God with hope (Ps 130:5-6) 
Wait on God with boldness (Ps 27:14) 
Wait on God patiently (Ps 37:7) 
Wait on God for deliverance (Prov 20:22) 
God does things when the time if fully right (Gal 4:4) 
God's timing is totally difference than man's (2 Peter 3:8) 
Man should consider God's time (Ps 90:12) 

A FAITHFUL LEADER MUST BE ANOINTED BY GOD (1 SAM 16:12-13) 
God's selected ones are always anointed (12) 

Anointed to strengthen and sustain (Ps 89:20-21) 
Anointed to seal and to ensure the Holy Spirit is in the heart (2 Cor 1:21-22) 
Anointed to know the truth (1 John 2:20) 
Anointed to understand the truth (1 John 2:27) 
Anointed to identify and confirm protection (1 Sam 26:9) 

The Holy Spirit works in those who are anointed (13) 
The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to help them speak the words of God (John 3:34) 
The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to empower (Acts 1:8) 
The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to testify about being God's child (Rom 8:15-16) 
The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to administer gifts (1 Cor 12:11) 
The Holy Spirit works in the anointed for the common good (1 Cor 12:7) 
The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to renew and cleanse (Titus 3:5) 

CONCLUSION AND OTHER THOUGHTS 

COMMENTARY THOUGHTS FROM BOB DEFFINBAUGH 
Samuel’s Orders (16:1-3) 
Samuel’s Arrival, the Sacrificial Meal, and the Selection of David (16:4-13) 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE NIV STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM THE BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR 

 

Lesson Background and Key Verse 
Background from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Israel’s first king, Saul, was identified by the Lord and anointed by Samuel. But Saul overstepped his role and 

failed to obey the Lord (1 Samuel 13:7b–14; 15:2–33). Saul increasingly demonstrated the downfalls of having 

a king at all. As a result the Lord regretted choosing Saul and decided to find another king (15:35). The events 

in this lesson occurred sometime during Saul’s 40-year reign, which lasted from 1050 to 1010 BC. David’s 

reign would not begin until 1010 BC, but it was known to Saul and his family long before then that they were 

not the start of a dynasty in Israel (1 Samuel 23:16–17). 

 

Key Verse: 1 Sam 16:7 

But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused 

him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 

heart." 

 



David Anointed as King Page 3 of 12 10/30/2022 

Major Theme Analysis 
(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV) 

Preparations for Finding a Leader (1 Sam 16:1-4) 

 

1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself 

a king among his sons." 

2 And Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me." But the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, 

and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 

3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to 

you." 

4 So Samuel did what the LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, 

and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 

 

Seek God's direction and selection (1) 

Because authority goes with those God's chooses (Hag 2:23) 

23 "'On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,' 

declares the LORD, 'and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,' declares the LORD 

Almighty."  

Because those God chooses, He also appoints, and they are the ones who bear fruit (John 15:16) 

16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that will last. Then 

the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.  

Because God's selection is His chosen instrument (Acts 9:15) 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  

Because God has reasons for choosing certain people whether the world agrees or not (1 Cor 1:27-29) 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 

world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the 

things that are not-to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 

Because God wants people after His own heart (Acts 13:22) 

22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: 'I have found David son of 

Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.' 

 

Seek God's protection (2) 

Because God strengthens those who are fully committed to Him (2 Chron 16:9) 

9 For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 

committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war."  

Because God sends His angels to protect those who are representing Him (Dan 6:22) 

22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found 

innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king."  

Because protection is the heritage of the servants of God (Isa 54:17) 

17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the 

heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me," declares the LORD.  
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Because if God is for you, who can be against you (Rom 8:31) 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  

Because God is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4) 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than 

the one who is in the world.  

Because God is with His people and they protect their own (Acts 18:9-10) 

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For 

I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city."  

Because God is with you wherever you go (Josh 1:9) 

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for 

the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."  

 

Be obedient to God's guidance (3) 

Obedient to ensure of going the right way (Isa 30:21) 

21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the 

way; walk in it."  

Obedient so that God will make the way lighted and smooth (Isa 42:16) 

16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn 

the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will 

not forsake them.  

Obedient to receive the promise of success (Isa 1:19) 

19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land;  

Obedient to receive the promise of life and being a child of God (Rom 8:12-14) 

12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For 

if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of 

the body, you will live, 14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 

Obedient in every detail (1 Sam 15:14-26) 

14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I 
hear?" 15 Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the 

sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest." 16 "Stop!" Samuel 

said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night." "Tell me," Saul replied. 17 Samuel 

said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? 

The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and completely 

destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.' 19 Why 

did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?" 20 

"But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely 

destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the 

plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal." 

22 But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the 

voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For 
rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the 

word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king." 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated 

the LORD's command and your instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I 

beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD." 26 But Samuel said to 

him, "I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected 

you as king over Israel!"  
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Obedient in spite of setbacks and the complaints of others (Ex 6:9-12) 

9 Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and 

cruel bondage. 10 Then the LORD said to Moses, 11 "Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go 

out of his country."12 But Moses said to the LORD, "If the Israelites will not listen to me, why would 

Pharaoh listen to me, since I speak with faltering lips?"  

 

Pray for God's preparation of people (4) 

God prepares people so they can be witnesses (Acts 10:1-6, 19-20) 

10:1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 

Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and 

prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an 
angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!" 4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" 

he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering 

before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is 

staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea." 19 While Peter was still thinking about the 

vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do 

not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them."  

God prepares people so they can intercede (1 Sam 25:14-17, 32-34) 

14 One of the servants told Nabal's wife Abigail: "David sent messengers from the desert to give our master 

his greetings, but he hurled insults at them. 15 Yet these men were very good to us. They did not mistreat 

us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them nothing was missing. 16 Night and day they 

were a wall around us all the time we were herding our sheep near them. 17 Now think it over and see what 

you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He is such a wicked man 

that no one can talk to him." 32 David said to Abigail, "Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has 

sent you today to meet me. 33 May you be blessed for your good judgment and for keeping me from 

bloodshed this day and from avenging myself with my own hands. 34 Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, 

the God of Israel, lives, who has kept me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to meet me, not 

one male belonging to Nabal would have been left alive by daybreak."  

God prepares people so they can provide the conduit of healing (Acts 9:3-11) 

3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the 

ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul 

asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will 

be told what you must do."  7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but 

did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 
they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, 

Lord," he answered. 11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  

God prepares people pray for the receptiveness of God's word (Col 4:2-5) 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I 

may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 

opportunity. 
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Selection of a Leader (1 Sam 16:6-11) 

 

6 So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, "Surely the LORD's anointed is before Him!" 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused 

him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 

heart." 

8 So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this 

one." 

9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 
10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen 

these." 

11 And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all the young men here?" Then he said, "There remains yet the youngest, and 

there he is, keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he 

comes here." 

 

Don't use worldly views (6-7) 

Because using worldly views do not consider the new creation in a person (2 Cor 5:16-17) 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 

way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come!  

Because in Jesus there are no distinctions (Col 3:11) 

11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 

Christ is all, and is in all.  

Because we shouldn’t' show favoritism (James 2:1) 

1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism.  

Because it would be judging with evil thoughts (James 2:2-4) 

2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby 

clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a 

good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you 

not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  

Because Jesus does not judge by human standards (John 8:15-16) 

15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are right, 

because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 

Because God accepts all men who fear Him and do right (Acts 10:34-35) 

34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 

accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 

Because it puts stumbling blocks in other's way (Rom 14:13) 

13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any 

stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 

Because worldly views don't result in right judgments (John 7:24) 

24 Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment."   

Because worldly views depend on surface things (2 Cor 10:7) 

7 You are looking only on the surface of things. If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ, he 
should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as he.  
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Seek God's view, which is an inward review (7) 

Because God's thoughts and ways are superior to man's (Isa 55:8-9) 

8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "As the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.  

Because God knows the heart (Luke 16:15) 

15 He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your 

hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.  

Because God understands the motive behind the thoughts and actions (1 Chron 28:9) 

9 "And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted 

devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind 
the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.  

Because God searches the heart and examines the mind (Jer 17:10) 

10 "I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, 

according to what his deeds deserve."  

Because nothing is hidden from God (Heb 4:13) 

13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes 

of him to whom we must give account.  

 

Realize that there may be many rejections (8-10) 

Rejections because of not doing what is right (Gen 4:3-7) 

3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel 
brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his 

offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face 

was downcast. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you 

do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; 

it desires to have you, but you must master it."  

Rejections because of not doing the will of God (Matt 7:21-23) 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 

in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them 

plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  

Rejections because the world hates righteousness (John 15:18-19) 

18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is 

why the world hates you. 

Rejections because Jesus was rejected (1 Peter 2:6-8) 

6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who 

trusts in him will never be put to shame."   7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those 

who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," 8 and, "A stone that causes 
men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message-which is 

also what they were destined for.  
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Rejections, but through perseverance, getting what is needed (Luke 11:5-8) 

5 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, 

lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing 

to set before him.' 7 "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my 

children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and 

give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him 

as much as he needs.  

 

Wait on God and His timing (11) 

Wait on God with hope (Ps 130:5-6) 

5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. 6 My soul waits for the Lord more 
than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.  

Wait on God with boldness (Ps 27:14) 

14 Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.  

Wait on God patiently (Ps 37:7) 

7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when 

they carry out their wicked schemes.  

Wait on God for deliverance (Prov 20:22) 

22 Do not say, "I'll pay you back for this wrong!" Wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you.  

God does things when the time if fully right (Gal 4:4) 

4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,  

God's timing is totally difference than man's (2 Peter 3:8) 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like a day.  

Man should consider God's time (Ps 90:12) 

12 Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  

 

A Faithful Leader Must be Anointed by God (1 Sam 16:12-13) 

 

12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, 

"Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!" 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came 

upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 

 

God's selected ones are always anointed (12) 

Anointed to strengthen and sustain (Ps 89:20-21) 

20 I have found David my servant; with my sacred oil I have anointed him. 21 My hand will sustain him; 
surely my arm will strengthen him.  

Anointed to seal and to ensure the Holy Spirit is in the heart (2 Cor 1:21-22) 

21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of 

ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.  

Anointed to know the truth (1 John 2:20) 

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.   
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Anointed to understand the truth (1 John 2:27) 

27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach 

you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit-just as it 

has taught you, remain in him.  

Anointed to identify and confirm protection (1 Sam 26:9) 

9 But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD's anointed and be 

guiltless?  

 

The Holy Spirit works in those who are anointed (13) 

The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to help them speak the words of God (John 3:34) 

34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.  

The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to empower (Acts 1:8) 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."   

The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to testify about being God's child (Rom 8:15-16) 

15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 

sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God's children. 

The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to administer gifts (1 Cor 12:11) 

 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  

The Holy Spirit works in the anointed for the common good (1 Cor 12:7) 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  

The Holy Spirit works in the anointed to renew and cleanse (Titus 3:5) 

5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through 

the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  

 

Conclusion and Other Thoughts 
 

Commentary Thoughts from Bob Deffinbaugh 

Samuel’s Orders (16:1-3) 

1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a 
king for Myself among his sons.” 2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” 

And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 3 “And you shall 

invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one whom I 

designate to you.” 

Samuel must be commended for his loyalty to Saul. When Saul disobeys God in chapter 15, Samuel is 

distressed and cries out to God all night long (15:11). His distress is in response to God regretting that He made 

Saul king. Samuel appears to intercede on Saul’s behalf before God. Saul’s response to Samuel’s rebuke is 

hardly one of repentance, which causes Samuel further grief: 

35 And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; for Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD 

regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel (1 Samuel 15:35, NASB). 

It is as though Samuel is unwilling to give up on Saul. He must be reluctant to appoint Saul’s successor because 

this will appear to drive the final nail in Saul’s political coffin. God’s question to Samuel has the sound of a 
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mild rebuke. How long will Samuel grieve over the one whom God has rejected? How long will Samuel have a 

different opinion than God? God has rejected Saul, and it is time for Samuel to act accordingly. Samuel is to fill 

his horn with oil and go to Jesse the Bethlehemite, where he is to anoint one of his sons as Saul’s replacement. 

Samuel’s reluctance takes another form in verse 2, where Samuel hesitates due to the dangers involved. Samuel 

protests that if word reaches Saul that he is anointing a new king, Saul will kill him. This seems to be a real 

danger. After all, Saul does not hesitate to annihilate nearly all the Amalekites (chapter 15). He does not even 

hesitate to put his own son to death (chapter 14). Like Herod centuries later, he does not flinch at the thought of 
killing off any potential threat to his throne. Neither will he be reluctant to kill off any who support a rival king 

(see chapters 21 and 22). Samuel feels his concern is good reason for hesitation. 

God has a solution to Samuel’s problem. Samuel is to take a heifer with him and tell the people of Bethlehem 

that he has come to offer a sacrifice to the Lord. He is to invite Jesse to this sacrificial meal, which will provide 

the occasion for him to anoint one of his sons as king. The specific son is not identified, but it is to be one of the 

sons of Jesse. This will be a sacrificial meal very much like the one Samuel is invited to attend, along with his 

servant (see chapters 9 and 10). 

Some may be troubled at the instructions God gives Samuel. Does God not personally direct Samuel to deceive 

Saul and the people of Bethlehem? It certainly is true that God does not inform the elders of Bethlehem all that 

He is about to do through Samuel, but what He does indicate is absolutely true. Samuel does come to offer a 

sacrifice. God often has more in mind than He reveals to us beforehand. This is hardly inappropriate. The 

wonder is that God tells us any of what He is about to do (see John 15:15). 

Samuel’s Arrival, the Sacrificial Meal, and the Selection of David (16:4-13) 

4 So Samuel did what the LORD said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to 

meet him and said, “Do you come in peace?” 5 And he said, “In peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. 

Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” He also consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited 

them to the sacrifice. 6 Then it came about when they entered, that he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the 

LORD'S anointed is before Him.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 

Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Next Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 

said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But 

Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the 

children?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then Samuel 

said to Jesse,” Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here. “ 12 So he sent and brought 

him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint 

him; for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the 

Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 

The elders of the city of Bethlehem are white-faced when Samuel arrives. They fear that his arrival will not be 

peaceable. But Samuel’s words put their minds at rest. He has come to offer a sacrifice, and they are invited to 

attend. They are to consecrate themselves and join Samuel in the sacrifice. In addition, Samuel consecrates 

Jesse and his sons as invited guests.  

The selection of Saul, years earlier, was not difficult for Samuel. God told him in advance that the king-to-be 

would be coming the following day. God made it clear at the outset that Saul was the one He had chosen (9:15-
17). In the case of Saul’s replacement, Samuel knows where and whose son the new king will be, but he does 

not know which one of the sons of Jesse. Samuel has his own criteria for selecting the new king, some of which 

must stems from the designation of Saul, reinforced by the criteria for kings of that day and our own day as 

well. 

Just what would the criteria be? First, one would expect the first-born to be the choice for king. The first-born 

was given a double portion of his father’s goods. Headship of the family was passed on to the first born. The 

oldest would be expected to be the most mature, the most experienced, the wisest of the family. So why would 

anyone expect the youngest son to be God’s choice? In addition to priority in birth order, Samuel expects the 

king-to-be will be evident by his appearance. Studies show that most top executives tend to be “tall, dark, and 

handsome.” Samuel expects the same. This was exactly the way it was with Saul (see 9:2). 

Jesse and his seven sons know what Samuel has come to do. It is something like finding Cinderella. Jesse and 

his sons must be awe-struck at the possibility of one of their family being the next king. And so Jesse has his 

sons pass by Samuel one by one, beginning with the oldest. God knows what Samuel is thinking when he looks 
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at Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, a tall, good-looking fellow (see verse 7). But He tells Samuel that this is not His 

choice for Israel’s next king, indicating His criteria has more to do with a man’s character than with outward 

appearances. So Jesse has the next son, Abinadab, pass by Samuel, and he too is rejected. Then comes 

Shammah, and then the next four of Jesse’s sons pass by Samuel, but God does not indicate any of them as His 

choice for king. 

Surely Samuel is perplexed and wonders what the problem might be. It seems as though none of Jesse’s family 

considers David even a remote possibility for king. He virtually slips from their minds, until Samuel asks Jesse 
if there are no other sons. Well, there is David, of course, but he is a mere lad -- he is still considered a child -- 

not a man. How could he be the new king? He has been given a child’s work – keeping the sheep. As I have 

traveled overseas, I have seen many a woman or child tending a small flock of sheep. This is David’s job, which 

seems to tell all. How can he even be considered as a candidate for Israel’s king? 

What matters to God is David’s heart. Saul is a man whose heart God had to change: 

9 Then it happened when he turned his back to leave Samuel, God changed his heart; and all those signs came 

about on that day (1 Samuel 10:9, NASB). 

But Saul’s heart did not remain true to the Lord, and he has to be set aside and replaced by a man, like David, 

who has a heart for God. Thus, God says to Saul, 

14 “But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, 

and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD 

commanded you” (1 Samuel 13:14, NASB). 

What no one realizes is that God will provide David with all he needs to be Israel’s king. David is immediately 

given the Spirit of God to guide and empower him. In the providence of God, he is strategically placed in the 

presence of Saul as his armor-bearer (16:21), where he can learn how a king rules. David is not chosen to 

immediately replace Saul, but is first placed in a kind of internship, later to be mentally, morally, and spiritually 

groomed for the kingdom which will not be his for several years.  

Jesse sends for David, and he is brought before Samuel. David is also a good-looking young man, lacking none 

of the qualities found in his older brother save his age and position as first-born. We see that God does not 

disqualify David for his good looks, but neither does He choose him because of them. Good looks in a king is 

much like good looks in a wife – they should not be the basis for selecting a life’s mate. But having chosen a 

woman of godly character, if she is also beautiful, this in no way diminishes her desirability (see Proverbs 

31:30). David’s character is pleasing to God, and it is the basis of his election to service. David’s physical 
appearance is icing on the cake; David’s deficiencies will be provided by the Holy Spirit and the preparation 

God has planned for him. 

God indicates to Samuel that David is indeed His choice for Israel’s king, and so Samuel stands up and anoints 

him. God’s Spirit comes upon David, possessing and empowering him from this point onward. Samuel then 

gets up and returns to his home in Ramah. 

                     (Adapted from URL:https://bible.org/seriespage/13-designation-david-king-1-samuel-161-23) 

 

Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

God’s choice transcended human expectations of royalty and testifies to the Lord’s knowledge of the human 

heart. We are at a disadvantage when we make decisions based on what we see. And sight may not be limited to 

what we sense right before our eyes. We fear that war and persecution may come to us, that violence is 

blossoming all around; we dread the next hurricane or tornado or earthquake. We mourn the moral failings of 

our secular leaders and, especially, of Christian leaders. But like David, we have been anointed with the Spirit 

(2 Corinthians 1:21–22). And this Spirit leads us not into fear of what we see but with confidence in what we 

cannot see, hope in what we know by faith (5:7). Like Samuel, we do not often know the whole story or what 

we are meant to do many (or even a few) steps into the future. For the prophet, as for us, the Lord gives the 

information needed in order to be able to act in faith. We can work confidently when we are focused on 

becoming more like Jesus and calling others to love him as we do. When you look at the world, do not trust 

only your senses. Ask God for the heart to see what he sees, to see past all the terror and sin to his redeeming 
work and desire for the hearts of all people. May we pray as David did, “Create in me a pure heart, O God” 

(Psalm 51:10). 
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Concluding Thoughts from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator 

God has the ultimate X-ray vision!  He not only sees the heart itself, but He can also see deeper and discern its 

thoughts and intents. He knows each of us from the inside out. How wonderful and terrifying to be known by 

the Creator of the universe! God knew whom to choose to lead the people of Israel because He knew the 

character of the man He would choose. Samuel was able to see only the outer appearance and the outward 

accomplishments. These could not give him enough information to make a wise choice. God saw David’s heart 

and whispered His choice in Samuel’s ear. Ronald F. Youngblood wrote, “The word ‘appearance’ means 

literally, ‘eyes’” (Gaebelein, ed., The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Zondervan). We often feel that we can tell 

a lot about a person if we can look him in the eye. The eyes have been called the mirror of the soul. Even so, a 
person can hide his true feelings and the thoughts of his heart and deceive the person who only looks into his 

eyes. That is why Samuel needed God’s instructions in order to choose correctly. We too should seek God’s 

wisdom when we need to evaluate people. When we judge by appearances only, we tend to overlook people 

who are just ordinary or seem to be of lesser abilities. My friend told me of a young retarded woman in her 

church who sings loudly and off-key and does not know the words to the songs. People find it distracting and 

even annoying to sit next to her. But no one knows what beauty God sees in her heart as she makes a joyful 

noise to the Lord! On the other hand, we have movie stars and fashion models as our spokespersons and role 

models. We make them important because they are the “beautiful people,” but we often give no thought to the 

lifestyle or character they espouse. “The world is full of idolatries, but I question if any idolatry has been more 

extensively practiced than the idolatry of the outward appearance” (Blaikie, The First Book of Samuel, Klock & 

Klock). How true this statement is! The first king God chose for Israel had an imposing appearance. About Saul 
it was said that “there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and 

upward he was higher than any of the people” (1 Sam. 9:2). However, Saul’s stature and appearance did not 

make him a good king. Interestingly enough, David was also good-looking, though perhaps not very tall. “Now 

he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to” (16:12).  God did not have to 

choose an ugly person to make His point, but it was David’s heart that made him a man after God’s own heart, 

not his looks. Often a person who is good-looking is well aware of it and proud of his looks.  Perhaps that is 

another reason that God sometimes passes by those with outward beauty. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace unto the humble” (Jas.  4:6). Compare this to what Isaiah says about the coming Messiah: “He hath no 

form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him” (53:2). Even 

God’s own Son did not have beauty to recommend Him, but He was and is the greatest of all 

 


