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Introduction

Overview and Approach to Lesson

The lesson teaches how we as Christians are to Avoid Showing Favoritism. The study's aim is to see that a practice common to many is inappropriate in the life of one who has received mercy and acceptance from God and that people will be judged as they have judged others. The study's application is to recognize the sin of prejudicial treatment and repent of it.
Key Verse:  James 2:8
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well; 

Commentary from the Bible Knowledge Commentary
The alternatives are clear. Love is right. Favoritism is sin. James was optimistic; the “if-clause,” if you really keep the royal law, was written in Greek in such a way that an obedient response was anticipated. The “royal law” was given in Leviticus 19:18 and affirmed by Christ (Matt. 22:39): Love your neighbor as yourself. The law is royal or regal (basilikon, from basileus, “king”) because it is decreed by the King of kings, is fit for a king, and is considered the king of laws. The phrase reflects the Latin lex regia known throughout the Roman Empire. Obedience to this law, non-preferential love, is the answer to the evident disobedience to God’s Law, prejudicial favoritism.
Commentary from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator Commentary

In this unit we are concerned with living justly under the reign of God—that is, living out all the implications of our faith in Christ in the world in which we live. We want to show forth a life and deeds that give glory to God and manifest that He is in and over our lives. This will often mean that we live in a way that contrasts with the actions and ethics of the society around us. Living under God's rule will make us different from those around us. In no greater way will this be manifested than in how we treat other people. We cannot fulfill the Word of God in our lives by going into the world looking out for number one or by living to seek the approval of others. We have a God-given duty to treat people as God commands us. Tradition tells us that the book of James emerged in the city of Jerusalem, James being one of the leaders of the church there. Evidently, there were many different kinds of people in Jerusalem. It was one of the larger and more complex cities of its day. Many travelers came to it, sometimes to visit and sometimes to stay. It had elite and wealthy insiders, and it had common and low outsiders. Some who believed in the Lord Jesus came into the church from prominent backgrounds, being well dressed and well placed in society. Others came bearing the marks of poverty (Jas. 2:2-3). It is no different today. People who come to faith in Jesus Christ and enter the church come from all walks of life and from all backgrounds. James teaches us that there is to be no favoritism in the preaching of the gospel and within the body of Christ. We minister to anyone and everyone; all are to be welcomed. There is no question that there are occasions when the church has failed on this point. James refers to the "royal law," a probable reference to the highest rule of God's Word, which, after the command to love God, is to "love thy neighbor as thyself." This is the essential standard of the social dimension of our lives under God. And of course this is utterly incompatible with showing favoritism, particularly within the body of Christ. How can we diminish someone whom Christ has received? How can we exalt anyone other than the Lord Jesus, who is the precious Saviour? We are to extend to all, in and out of the body of Christ, acceptance, consideration, love, justice, kindness, and friendship. This is what fulfills the Word of God. Christians are called to cross the barriers of prejudice and animosity. We are not to embrace the petty hatreds of our world. We have been set free from them. This is a great test of the ministry of the church. The gospel is to be given equally to all, and those who are our brothers and sisters in Christ are to be welcomed and accepted, none being favored over others. Can we live this way? Prejudice and favoritism must be blotted from our hearts by the love of God. If the church is going to be the church in its life and its preaching, favoritism must go. Once again, this implies a sharp break with the world around us.
Approach to the Major Outlines in Lesson

The outline of the lesson came a previous SS Lesson dated 08/10/2008 and from the points revealed by the study of the Scriptural text. 


	Verse
	Phrase
	Commentary

	4
	Have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts
	The Injustice of Favoritism

	6
	But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts
	The Inconsistency of Favoritism

	8-9
	If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well;

but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors
	The Iniquity of Favoritism


Lesson Introduction and Background

From the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary

Was there a favorite child in your family? Probably you would rather not answer that question. We realize that when a parent chooses a favorite, children are damaged. Talking about this subject may remind us of some painful experiences. Some of the world's most famous stories are about the troubles of families with favorites. We think of fairy tales like "Cinderella." We think of biblical accounts like Jacob and Esau, or of Joseph and his brothers. The stories may have happy endings, but only because the problems were overcome. There are no favorites in God's family. He "does not show favoritism" (Acts 10:34). But do members of God's family act as if some were God's favorites? Are there some we ignore, exclude, or disrespect by showing favor to others? This may be another question that we would prefer not to answer! James addresses this problem in today's lesson. Most of us are used to a culture that has a large middle class. Such was not the case in Bible times. Most people earned a meager living by farming or herding, perhaps supplemented with a trade. Earning enough to live day-to-day was the burden for most people. By contrast, a few people had impressive wealth. They were free of worry about food. They had surplus wealth to be spent on fine houses, lavish clothing, and many servants. Out of their surplus wealth, many people also bought prestige, influence, and power. They distributed favors, and in return they demanded loyalty, honor, and service. A poor family may turn to a rich person for help in a crisis, and the rich person might well rescue the poverty-stricken family by purchasing the family's farmland. Then the poor could only work as laborers on the land of the rich, not as the independent landowners that they had been. Powerful landowners could impose low wages and difficult working conditions. The Bible speaks of God's regard for the poor while issuing severe warnings for the rich (Luke 6:20-26; lesson 7). This is in part a commentary on the brutal conditions often imposed on the poor by the rich. But as we look closely at the Bible's teaching on this subject, we realize that it is more complex than God's simply taking one side in economic conflict. With no means of self-improvement and no human advocate, the poor person can turn only to God for help (Psalm 35:10; 72:4). By contrast, wealth gives rich people the illusion that they have no need (Luke 12:16-21). Their lives are their own, they think, with no reason to turn to God. Obviously, either outlook can be taken up by people in any economic circumstance. The poor can seek a human deliverer, ignoring God. The rich can realize their spiritual poverty and turn to God. Even so, the Bible still warns that wealth is deceptive, making it desperately hard to hear God. The Christians whom James addressed lived in this world and faced these problems.

Major Theme Analysis

(Scriptural Text from the New King James Version; cross-references from the NIV)

The Injustice of Favoritism (James 2:1-4)

1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality.

2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes,

3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool,"

4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?

Injustice of favoritism in faith (1)

Injustice in faith by having a motive of pride (Matt 23:1-7)

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 "The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 5 "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.' 

Injustice in faith by associating with only friends and family (Luke 14:12-14)

12 Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

Injustice in faith through envy (John 4:1)

4 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, 

Injustice in faith by using God's Word incorrectly to discriminate (Acts 10:28)

28 He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 

Injustice in faith through peer pressures (Gal 2:11-13)

11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 

Injustice in faith through boasting and thinking more highly of oneself than others (Luke 18:11-14)

11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'  14 "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

Injustice in practice (2-3)

Injustice in practice because of status (Deut 1:17)

17 Do not show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike. Do not be afraid of any man, for judgment belongs to God. Bring me any case too hard for you, and I will hear it. 

Injustice in practice because of wealth (Lev 19:15)

15 "'Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 

Injustice in practice through perverting justice (Deut 16:19)

19 Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. 

Injustice in practice by not keeping God's Word (1 Tim 5:21)

21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism. 

Injustice in practice through secretly showing partiality (Job 13:10)

10 He would surely rebuke you if you secretly showed partiality. 

Injustice in practice shouldn't be done because there is no partiality with God (Rom 2:11)

11 For God does not show favoritism. 

Injustice in relationships (4)

Injustice in relationships by allowing worldly standards to stand in the way of fellowship (John 4:27)

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" 

Injustice in relationships should not happen because all Christians are one in Jesus (Gal 3:27-28)

27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Injustice in relationships should not happen because all Christians are members of one body (1 Cor 12:12)

12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 

Injustice in relationships should not happen because God has no distinction between Christians (Rom 10:12)

12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 

The Inconsistency of Favoritism (James 2:5-7)

5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts?

7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?

God's view (5)

God shows no favoritism between the rich and the poor because they are all the work of His hands (Job 34:19)

19 who shows no partiality to princes and does not favor the rich over the poor, for they are all the work of his hands? 

God is not unjust (Heb 6:10)

10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 

God shows no favoritism and accepts no bribes (Deut 10:17)

17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 

There is no injustice with God (2 Chron 19:7)

7 Now let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Judge carefully, for with the Lord our God there is no injustice or partiality or bribery." 

God is Master over all (Eph 6:9)

9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him. 

God judges impartially (1 Peter 1:17)

17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.

World's view (6-7)

The world views people based on their own standard and does not see the new creation in a person (2 Cor 5:16-17)

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

The world does not accept all men from every nation (Acts 10:34-35)

34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 

The world judges by outward appearances that does not result in right judgments (John 7:24)

24 Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 

The world's view depends on surface things (2 Cor 10:7)

7 You are looking only on the surface of things. If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ, he should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as he. 

The world's view seeks answers through human ideas (Acts 17:16-21)

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they mean." 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)

The Iniquity of Favoritism (James 2:8-13)

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you do well;

9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.

11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty.

13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Iniquity in not loving (8-9)

Iniquity in not loving others (1 John 4:20-21)

20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 

Iniquity in hating our brothers and sisters (1 John 2:9-10)

9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 

Iniquity in following Satan's attributes and not loving our brothers (1 John 3:10)

10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 

Iniquity in anger with others (Matt 5:21-22)

21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

Iniquity in disobedience to God's Word (10-11)

Disobedience through being deceived by empty words (Eph 5:6)

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 

Disobedience through minds being corrupted (Titus 1:15-16)

15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. 

Disobedience because of rejecting the gospel (Heb 4:6)

6 It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. 

Disobedience because of not accepting God's advice (Prov 1:29-31)

29 Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord, 30 since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke,  31 they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes. 

Disobedience through forsaking God's word (Jer 9:13-14)

13 The Lord said, "It is because they have forsaken my law, which I set before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law. 14 Instead, they have followed the stubbornness of their hearts; they have followed the Baals, as their fathers taught them." 

Disobedience through violating God's covenant Word (Deut 17:2-5)

2 If a man or woman living among you in one of the towns the Lord gives you is found doing evil in the eyes of the Lord your God in violation of his covenant, 3 and contrary to my command has worshiped other gods, bowing down to them or to the sun or the moon or the stars of the sky, 4 and this has been brought to your attention, then you must investigate it thoroughly. If it is true and it has been proved that this detestable thing has been done in Israel, 5 take the man or woman who has done this evil deed to your city gate and stone that person to death.

Iniquity in not showing mercy (12-13)

Not showing mercy because of shutting ears to the cries of others (Prov 21:13)

13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered. 

Not showing mercy because of ungratefulness (Matt 18:28-19:1)

28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

Not showing mercy through not helping others (Matt 25:41-46)

41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' 46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment

Not showing mercy because of wickedness (Prov 21:10)

10 The wicked man craves evil; his neighbor gets no mercy from him. 

Not showing mercy because of disobedience (Jer 21:3-7)

3 But Jeremiah answered them, "Tell Zedekiah, 4 'This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I am about to turn against you the weapons of war that are in your hands, which you are using to fight the king of Babylon and the Babylonians who are outside the wall besieging you. And I will gather them inside this city. 5 I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and a mighty arm in anger and fury and great wrath. 6 I will strike down those who live in this city — both men and animals — and they will die of a terrible plague. 7 After that, declares the Lord, I will hand over Zedekiah king of Judah, his officials and the people in this city who survive the plague, sword and famine, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to their enemies who seek their lives. He will put them to the sword; he will show them no mercy or pity or compassion.'

Conclusion and Other Thoughts

Concluding Thought From Bob Deffinbaugh 

From the series: The Tests of True Religion: A Study of the Book of James
James begins by setting down a principle in verse 1, which might be paraphrased in this way: “Favoritism is not compatible with the Christian faith.” This principle is rooted in the character of God, who does not show partiality, and who commands His people not to do so, either (Deuteronomy 10:17-18; 2 Chronicles 19:6-7; see also Job 34:19; Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; Galatians 2:6; Ephesians 6:9). God is always just, and His judgments are always without partiality. God’s Word declares that each and every person without exception is a sinner, deserving of eternal judgment (Romans 3:9-19, 23). Men are not saved on the basis of race (contrary to Jewish thought), nor on the basis of wealth or position, nor on the basis of their good works. Men are saved on the basis of God’s sovereign choice, which has nothing to do with man’s merit. Men are saved on the basis of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, in the sinner’s place. That is grace, and grace is unmerited. Since God shows no partiality, He insists that we be like Him in this regard. Favoritism, then, is incompatible with faith in Jesus Christ. James now provides an illustration of the principle he has just stated. He sets the scene in church. Two men enter the church at the same time. One of the two is wealthy. He is wearing a gold ring and “fine clothing.” Literally, he is wearing “shining” or “bright” clothing. The rich man is dressed in a way that is intended to display his wealth. He wants others, including the usher, to know that he is a man of wealth? Why? Because he desires to be treated with partiality. The other man (who arrives at the same time as the rich man) is poor. His clothes give him away. The difference is that the rich man is purposely wearing clothing that signals his wealth to others. The poor man has nothing else to wear. His clothing sends a signal that he does not really desire. The poor man’s clothing is not just old, and it is not just ragged. Literally, the poor man’s clothing is filthy. This same word “filthy” is used only one other time in the New Testament, in Revelation 22:11, where it describes those who are morally filthy, and who will not enter into the kingdom of God. In the early 1970’s, when the “Jesus” people began to attend churches with their bare feet and less than clean clothes, there was some real consternation because these folks literally did dirty up the church. The usher (“you”) immediately responds. He does not disappoint the rich man. The brightly attired guest is given a warm welcome and ushered to one of the finest seats; the poor man is barely tolerated and told to stand off out of the way, or to sit at the usher’s feet. (Notice that this man is not only given the poorest seating, but he is not allowed to sit on anything that he might soil with his filthy garments.) In responding to wealth and poverty in this way, the usher (or, in reality, the church) is guilty of sin. James will press this point home with several powerful arguments in verses 5-13.

First, in showing preferential treatment to the rich, one acts contrary to Christ (verses 5-6a). When our Lord came to the earth at His incarnation, He came to heal the sick and to save the lost; He came to those who were needy. He came to lift up the humble and needy and to put down the arrogant (Luke 1:50-54; Luke 4:18-19, citing Isaiah 61:1-2; Luke 5:29-32; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31). It is no wonder, then, that we would read these words from the lips of our Lord (Luke 6:20b-23). God has chosen to save us and to bring us to glory, but when we discriminate against the poor, we choose to humiliate those whom God has chosen to bless. To discriminate against the poor and to favor the rich is to act in a way that is contrary to our Lord and to the way in which we were saved. To discriminate against the poor is to act contrary to the gospel, which is a matter of grace, not merit.

Second, to show partiality toward the rich flies in the face of our experience and common sense (verses 6b-7). Remember that James is writing to Jewish Christians who are dispersed among the nations. They have begun to experience persecution. Some of their poverty was the direct result of their generosity (see Acts 2:44-46; 4:32-37), and some was the result of persecution because of following Christ (see Hebrews 10:32-34). The rich were quick to drag them into court. They could afford the legal costs and could also influence the outcome of the trial. As a rule, the rich were not a friend to the Jewish saints; they were their enemy. Why, then, would anyone show favoritism to their opponents? Rather than “biting the hand that fed them,” they were “feeding the hand of those who were biting them.” And if this personal insult and injury were not enough, the rich were also those who were blaspheming the very name of our Lord (compare Psalm 73:1-14, especially verses 8-9). Favoring the rich is contrary to all good reason.

Third, to show partiality toward the rich was to break God’s law (verses 8-11). The royal law commanded God’s people to “love their neighbors as themselves” (note the emphasis on “as”). Their neighbors included the wealthy and the poor (see Luke 10:29-37). The “as” means that we must love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We must love our neighbors with the same level of concern and care that we have for ourselves. But in addition to meaning that we must love our neighbors and ourselves equally, James insists that we must love each of our neighbors equally, not treating one neighbor better than another. The royal law calls for equality. Showing partiality violates the principle of “equal treatment under the law.” To show partiality to the rich and to discriminate against the poor is to break God’s law. And to break God’s law in this one matter is to become a violator of the whole law. These Jews to whom James wrote were no doubt scrupulous in keeping other parts of the law, but James says that this is of no value if the law is broken in the matter of dealing equally with our neighbors. Thus, we may not be guilty of breaking the law by committing adultery, but if we murder, then we are lawbreakers anyway. To break the law at one point is to break the whole law. Those who show partiality to others are law-breakers.

Fourth, to show partiality in our judgments is to ignore the certainty of consequences when we stand before Christ as our Judge (verses 12-13). Those who show partiality make judgments about others based upon mere appearances (the bright and shining clothing of the rich man as opposed to the filthy clothing of the poor man). Those who discriminate become judges with impure motives (verse 4). Those who judge are also those who will be judged. There is a day of judgment coming for all men. There is a judgment for unbelievers (John 5:22-29; Acts 17:30-31; Hebrews 9:27), just as there is a different day of judgment for the saints (1 Corinthians 3:10-15). If men have not shown mercy to those in need, then they should not expect God to be merciful to them in their day of judgment (Matthew 5:7; Matthew 7:1-2; see also 18:21-25).
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Concluding Thoughts from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary

The divisions between rich and poor were wide in James's time. It was easy to fawn over the rich and despise the poor. But doing so was contrary to what every part of God's Word teaches. Today we face similar divisions, still between rich and poor, but also between racial groups, cultures, etc. The easy path for us is to favor those who are like us, with whom we are most familiar and most comfortable. We may mean no harm in doing so, but there is a grim effect of our seemingly innocent behavior: by favoring those like ourselves, we exclude others. Perhaps without realizing it, we keep them from actively belonging to God's family. We make it hard for them to be the church. It is hard to see and hard to admit, but loving as God loves means deliberately reaching out to those who are unlike us in various ways. God wants to have a big family, so we need to love all of our fellow humans. To see others as God sees them—as being worthy of salvation—is our constant challenge.

Concluding Thoughts from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator

Man's standards are in opposition to God's standards. The people of the world see biblical standards as archaic and not in touch with the present generation. The Prophet Isaiah wrote, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isa. 55:8-9). There are those who say that if there is a God, He is unfair in His dealings with mankind. They say He is cruel and unkind. In spite of this kind of thinking, God's Word is unchangeable. His ways and thoughts are higher than those of the people He has created. During my years as a missionary to Africa, I never heard the African unbelievers accuse God of being unjust. They had been so steeped in their pagan religious beliefs and filled with fear that there were no bitter accusations against God after He became known to them. They had been so engrossed with their self-driven religious activities that when their eyes were opened to the truth of God's Word, they realized the great difference between God the Creator and their gods. They came in contact with the God who loved them and who would give them eternal life and take away the fear that had saturated their existence. Whether a person is born and raised among the most primitive people on the face of the earth or is living in a high-class section of a prominent place in America, if he does not know Christ as Savior, he is a lost sinner. God does not play favorites. God is not drawn to men because of anything they might do to win His favor. The requirement to be rich in faith has nothing to do with this world's riches. The Apostle Paul wrote, "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him" (Rom. 10:12). The biblical way of salvation is clearly impartial. The Scripture verses that present salvation through a personal faith in Christ are numerous. In writing to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul said, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). It has been said that rather than working for our salvation, we have a salvation that works for us.

Practical Points from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator

1. Preferring the rich over the poor is a worldly and sinful attitude (James 2:1-4)

2. A man's true wealth lies in the amount of faith he has (vs. 5)

3. The rich have a tendency to rely on themselves, making it much more difficult to honor God (vss. 6-7)

4. We are not to show love based on a person's merit but only because God first loved us (vss. 8-9)

5. If we are guilty of any sin, we are guilty of breaking the whole law (vss. 10-11)

6. The Lord repays our mercy with His mercy, but our judgment earns His judgment (vss. 12-13)
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