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 In biblical times there were only two kinds of people. There were God’s people, the Jews, 
and everyone else, who were called Gentiles. The first Christians were, for the most part, Jew-
ish. Early on there was even a great controversy as to whether Gentiles could become follow-
ers of Christ without becoming Jews. It took a few years, but eventually the Jewish Christians 
started accepting Gentile believers into fellowship. Throughout history, the Jews had been 
God’s special people. It was with them that God communicated through the prophets, and it 
was with the Jews that God made covenants. The Jews saw themselves as special people, and 
they were, but they continually failed do what God wanted them to do. They were supposed to 
be a light to the Gentiles, pointing them toward God. Instead, the Jews became prideful and 
looked down on the Gentiles. They did not show them the way to God. Some Gentiles never-
theless converted to Judaism, and Gentiles were allowed in the Court of the Gentiles, the out-
ermost part of the temple. It was in this light that Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians, telling 
them that they were no longer foreigners.  Before coming to Christ, they really were foreigners 
and even enemies of God. The Ephesians, who were predominantly Gentiles, had been 
totally separated from God. But in God’s goodness, He had made them alive. There was 
a separation between Jews and Gentiles, but in Christ God has made the two, Jews and 
Gentiles, into one body, the church. Both are God’s children when they trust Christ. Paul 
wrote “That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but 
the children of the promise are counted for the seed” (Rom. 9:8). In other words, it is those 
who believe who are the true children of Abraham and the true children of God. Someone’s 
Jewish heritage does not make that person a child of God. The reason this is so is that it is God 
who gives the new birth and allows us to be born again.  
                                                                                  (Excerpt from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator) 
 
 If there is anything which this text teaches us it is that God has created something entirely 
new and unexpected in the birth of the church. Jews are no longer distinguished from Gentiles. 
Gentiles need not become Jews to be saved and to enter into the blessings which God prom-
ised Abraham. The church is a new entity, born by the death, burial, resurrection and ascen-
sion of its Head, Jesus Christ. Everyone who believes in Christ is a part of His body. We 
are not just reconciled to God, all believers are reconciled to each other as well. To be-
come a Christian is to be born into a family, into His body, the church. There is no such thing 
as an autonomous Christian. It was never imagined that a Christian would live out his life as a 
saint in isolation. The shed blood of Jesus Christ not only joins us to God, but it joins every 
Christian to every other saint. Our text teaches the reconciliation of men with God, and of 
Jewish believers with Gentile saints.  The unity which Paul elsewhere calls upon Christians to 
preserve, practice, and promote, is the unity which Ephesians chapter 2 is speaking. In chapter 
4, Paul will challenge the Ephesians to “preserve the unity of the Spirit.”  Jesus Christ is the 
key to reconciliation. The hostility between Jews and Gentiles is deep-rooted and intense. 
World peace efforts today fail to grasp the depth of this division, or to comprehend that only 
Jesus Christ can make enemies fellow-saints.  Christ alone is the key to reconciliation. Apart 
from Him, there can and will be no real and lasting peace. Peace will not be arbitrated or ne-
gotiated by politicians or diplomats; peace has been accomplished by Christ. All those in Him 
are reconciled. There is no alienation so great, no hatred so strong, that the cross of Calvary 
cannot reconcile men with men or men with God. The cross of Christ reconciles sinners to 
God and sinners with one another. The church should be a living testimony to the recon-
ciliation which God has accomplished on the cross.  
                                                             (Excerpt from “Ephesians: The Glory of God in the Church” by Robert L. Deffinbaugh)   
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Grace And Glory 
 

God gives grace for this life  
and glory in the life to come. 

When all my labors and trials are o'er, 
And I am safe on that beautiful shore, 
Just to be near the dear Lord I adore 

Will through the ages be glory for me. 
 
 
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 

The Lord will give grace and glory;  
no good thing will He withhold  
from those who walk uprightly.  

                              Psalm 84:11 (NJKV) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/30  Introduction 
09/06  In Christ                          1:1-14 
09/13  Providing Hope               1:15-23 
09/20  Providing Grace Pt 1       2:1-10 
09/27  Providing Grace Pt 2     2:11-21 
10/04  In Revelation                   3:1-21 
10/11  Empowering Conduct        4:1-16 
10/18  Bro. Smarto 
10/25  Bro. Smarto 
11/01  Putting Off Old Self           4:17-32 
11/08  Living as Lights                 5:1-21 
11/15  In Submission                   6:1-9 
11/22  In Victory                           6:10-24 
11/29  THANKSGIVING 
12/06   Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
WITHOUT GRACE WE ARE SEPARATED FROM GOD (EPH 
2:11-12) 

Separated by the flesh (vs 11) 
Because of being enemies in the mind and evil be-
havior  (Col 1:21) 
Because of being dead in sins  (Col 2:13) 
Because of disobedience to God's word  (Gal 6:13) 
Because of putting confidence in the flesh  (Phil 3:2-
4) 
Because the flesh is corrupted  (Jude 1:22-23) 

Separated through the covenant (vs 12) 
Because the covenant was originally for the people 
of Israel only  (Rom 9:4-5) 
Because the covenant was against association with 
other nations  (Acts 10:27-28) 
Because the covenant required circumcision  (Acts 
11:2-3) 
Because the covenant gave preference to the Jews 
first  (Matt 15:25-28) 

Separated without hope or God (vs 12) 
Without God because of not knowing who or how to 
worship  (John 4:22) 
Without hope because of not believing in life after 
death  (1 Thess 4:13) 
Without hope because always wanting evidence  
(Rom 8:24) 
Without God because of not having the indwelling 
Holy Spirit  (1 Cor 2:14) 
Without God because of loving self more  (2 Tim 
3:1-5) 

 
 
 
 
THROUGH GRACE WE ARE BROUGHT NEAR TO GOD 
(EPH 2:13-18) 

Brought near by the blood of Jesus (vs 13) 
Because of being justified by Jesus' blood  (Rom 
5:9) 
Because Jesus' blood cleanses consciences  (Heb 
9:13-14) 
Because Jesus' blood redeems  (1 Peter 1:18-19) 
Because Jesus' blood provides confidence to enter 
the Most Holy Place (Heb 10:19-22) 

Brought near through the peace generated by Jesus 
(vs 14-15) 

Because Jesus is my peace  (Mic 5:4-5) 
Because Jesus and His peace overcomes the world  
(John 16:33) 
Because Jesus' peace is good news  (Acts 10:36) 
Peace because of being justified through faith  (Rom 
5:1-2) 

 
Brought near through reconciliation (vs 16) 

Reconciliation through Jesus' blood  (Col 1:18-20) 
Reconciliation through Jesus' death  (Rom 5:10) 
Reconciliation so that men's sins will not be counted 
against them  (2 Cor 5:18-19) 
Reconciliation by Jesus' physical body  (Col 1:22) 

Brought near to have access to the Holy Spirit and 
God (vs 18) 

Access through God's call  (Acts 2:39) 
Access through the way of Jesus  (John 14:6) 
Access through faith in Jesus  (Eph 3:10-12) 
Access through Jesus as High Priest  (Heb 4:15-16) 
Access through Jesus' body  (Heb 10:19-22) 

 
 
 
 

THROUGH GRACE WE ARE CITIZENS OF THE HOUSE-
HOLD OF GOD (EPH 2:19-21) 

Fellow citizens with the saints (vs 19) 
A citizen with the saints through being baptized into 
Jesus (Gal 3:26-29) 
A citizen with the saints through the promise in Je-
sus  (Eph 3:6) 
A citizen with the saints in heaven  (Phil 3:20) 

Citizens built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets (vs 20) 

Citizens because of believing the profession of Peter  
(Matt 16:18) 
Citizens built on the work of the apostles and proph-
ets (1 Cor 3:9-10) 
Citizens built through the Church  (1 Cor 12:28) 
Citizens built on Christian pillars work  (Gal 2:9) 
Citizens built on unified faith and the knowledge of 
God  (Eph 4:11-13) 

Citizens that have Jesus being the chief cornerstone 
(vs 20) 

A cornerstone that was rejected  (Ps 118:22) 
A cornerstone that was tested and sure  (Isa 28:16) 
A cornerstone that is the only foundation  (1 Cor 
3:11) 
A cornerstone that is the Head and supporter  (Eph 
4:15-16) 

Citizens in the holy temple of God (vs 21) 
A temple where the Holy Spirit lives  (1 Cor 3:16) 
A temple of the living God  (2 Cor 6:16) 
A temple that is God's spiritual building (1 Cor 3:9) 
A temple that is eternal  (2 Cor 5:1) 

 


