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 Paul begins by requiring all Christians to submit to one another in the fear of Christ 
(5:21). Submission applies to every Christian. Then Paul sets out to show how submission 
applies to the lives of Christians in a broad range of life situations: marriage (wives and hus-
bands, 5:22-33), family (children and parents—6:1-4), and now slaves and masters (6:5-9). In 
each of these categories, Paul is not interested only in the expression of submission, but 
in its essence, in its mindset and motivation. Consequently, each category further unfolds 
the true nature of submission, and all of these categories together give us the full meaning of 
submission that Paul wants Christians to understand and apply. Let me attempt to illustrate 
this with another Christian duty—love. We dare not limit our concept of love to the love of 
husband and wife, or of parent and child. We are to love our neighbor. We are even to love 
our enemy. If we are honest, we should admit that an understanding of what it means to love 
our enemy may, at times, help us to love our husband or our wife, or even our child. Some-
times they are our enemy, and we must love them. Thus, understanding love in its broader 
dimensions enriches my understanding and application of love in a more restricted dimen-
sion.  So it is with submission. Understanding submission in the context of slavery helps me 
to better understand submission in general, and thus in other categories. The submission 
which God requires of a slave toward his master is instructive concerning the submission 
which God requires of a child to its parents, or a wife to her husband. The submission which 
God requires of a master instructs husbands concerning their submissive spirit in relationship 
to their wives and children. Our text makes it clear that the commands which are given to 
slaves have a much broader application: “And, masters, do the same things to them, and give up 
threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality 
with Him” (Ephesians 6:9, emphasis mine). Masters are not given a separate set of principles 
concerning submission. They are called upon to act on the same principles which Paul has set 
down for slaves. And so we see that Paul is not speaking only to slaves, and not even to 
slaves and masters, but to all the saints. Our text is of great value and importance because it 
takes submission farther than any of the earlier examples of Christian submission. In this pas-
sage, Paul presses hard on the spirit of submission, and not just on its outward appearances. 
It is this spirit which every Christian must strive for in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is this 
spirit of submission which God seeks, and for which He rewards us when we obey. Submis-
sion to higher authorities is rooted in our submission to God. In every case in Ephesians 
5:21–6:9, the submission for which Paul calls is “unto the Lord.” In a very practical way, 
our submission should be based upon the assurance that God is in complete control, 
and that the authorities to which we are instructed to submit are those whose author-
ity God has placed us under. While a Christian slave may not understand God’s purposes 
for his calling as a slave, he must be convinced that this is his calling. Jesus submitted to the 
authority of the Roman government and to the cross of Calvary, knowing that this was His 
Father’s will, and that the Father was in complete control, even as He was sentenced to death 
(see John 19:10-11; Acts 2:23).  Submission and obedience goes beyond the surface level 
of appearances. Submission is not just giving the impression of pleasing, even to the one 
whom we are seeking to please. It goes much deeper, to the goal of seeking the benefit and 
blessing of the one we are subject to, to their good and God’s glory. Head-coverings for 
women do not prove they are submissive to their husbands, her actions do. Let us be careful 
that our submission goes much deeper than mere appearances.  
  
                                   (Excerpt from “Ephesians: The Glory of God in the Church” by Robert L. Deffinbaugh)  

Glory of God: In Submission 
Eph 6:1-9 

 

The Oaks  
Baptist Church 

 

Grand Prairie, Texas 
 

 

" 
 

Lesson Leader: 
 
 

James Haymon 
 
 

Class Leaders: 
 

Joe & Comella Liles 

Food for Thought 
 

Submission to God 
 

Teach me to do the humble task 
The very best I can, And not to look for 
greater calls, Which may oppose Thy 

plan. The mighty Architect of the  
universe  became the humble  

Carpenter of Nazareth. 
 
  Humble yourselves under the mighty  
  hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
  due time.  
                         1 Peter 5:6 (NJKV) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/30  Introduction 
09/06  In Christ                          1:1-14 
09/13  Providing Hope               1:15-23 
09/20  Providing Grace Pt 1       2:1-10 
09/27  Providing Grace Pt 2       2:11-21 
10/04  In Revelation                   3:1-21 
10/11  Empowering Conduct        4:1-16 
10/18  Bro. Smarto 
10/25  Bro. Smarto 
11/01  Putting Off Old Self           4:17-32 
11/08  Living as Lights                 5:1-21 
11/15  In Submission                 6:1-9 
11/22  In Victory                           6:10-24 
11/29  THANKSGIVING 
12/06   Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARENTS AND CHILDREN (EPH 6:1-4) 
Obedient relationship (1) 

Obedience because it pleases God (Col 3:20) 
Obedience because to not do so brings disaster (Prov 30:17) 
Obedience because to not do so brings potential death (Deut 21:18-21) 
Obedience in love (2 John 1:6) 
Obedience is for all who are in a intimate home arrangement (Exodus 20:9-10) 

Honoring relationship (2-3) 
Honoring parents (Eph 6:2) 
Honor from husband (Eph 5:28) 
Honor by serving (Matt 20:26-28) 
Honor by seeking other's interests (Phil 2:3-4) 
Honor by giving honor to those that are due it (Rom 13:7) 
Honor by welcoming others in the Lord with great joy (Phil 2:28-30) 

Training relationship (4) 
Training children God's way is out of love, not regiment (Eph 6:4) 
Disobedience of the parents will have effects on the children (Numbers 14:18) 
Training should be to encourage not discourage (Col 3:21) 
Training of the child should be a part of everyday life (Deut 6:6-9) 
Sometimes God reveals things directly to children (Matt 11:25) 
God desires children to come to Him (Matt 19:14) 
Physical inquisitiveness is one way of training the young (Deut 6:20-21) 
Physical inquisitiveness is a way of passing on God's mighty acts (Ps 145:4-5) 

 
 
 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MASTERS AND SLAVES (EPH 6:5-9) 

Submissive relationship (5-7) 
Submit because it is fitting in the Lord (Col 3:18) 
Submit so that others may be won over to God (1 Peter 3:1) 
Submit so that no one will malign the Word of God (Titus 2:5) 
Submit in harmony (1 Peter 3:8) 

Hierarchy of relationship (8-9) 
Hierarchy of headship (1 Cor 11:3) 
Hierarchy of rule (Gen 3:16) 
Hierarchy of origination (1 Cor 11:8) 
Hierarchy of authority (Rom 13:1) 


