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 There is a war going on. It is not a war that is like the wars which are currently going on be-
tween nations today (although such wars may be a part of the bigger war). It is a spiritual war. It is a 
war between Satan and his fallen celestial allies and Christ and His church. It is an invisible war 
in that we fight against unseen forces. It is therefore a war which must be waged by faith, and not by 
sight. It is a war that we cannot fight in our own strength, but only in the strength which God Himself 
supplies. The war is not being waged to see which side will win. God has already won the war by the 
death of His Son on the cross of Calvary (see John 12:31; 16:11). The war is for our good, and for 
God’s glory. The war is a part of God’s instruction to the angelic hosts (see Ephesians 3:8-11). The 
war is a part of God’s eternal plan and purpose for his creation. The great question is not, “Who 
will win?,” but “Who will stand?” The question is not whether God is on our side as much as 
whether or not we are on His side. I remember this fascinating event in the Old Testament  (Joshua 
5:13-15). Joshua initially failed to recognize the captain of the Lord’s host. And so, when he ap-
proached him, Joshua asked this “man” if he was for or against Israel. The angel identified himself as 
the captain of the Lord’s host, making it clear that Israel was to follow him. We are sometimes too 
interested in getting God on our side, rather than getting on His side. He is the commander. His is the 
battle. David understood this even as he single-handedly opposed Goliath in the name of the Lord (1 
Samuel 17:44-47). As I understand Paul’s words about spiritual warfare in chapter 6 in the context of 
the entire epistle to the Ephesians, I am inclined to say that at this moment in time we wage the spiri-
tual war, not in terms of grand battles and heroic actions, but in terms of simple faith in the teachings 
of Paul in chapters 1-3 and in terms of our obedience to the commands of Paul as found in chapters 4-
6. Where are the battle lines drawn for children in Ephesians? In terms of their obedience to their par-
ents, as to the Lord. Slaves stand firm in the faith as they obey their masters. Fathers stand fast as they 
love their wives and as they teach their children the “discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Wives 
stand fast when they submit to their husbands as to the Lord. We all stand fast as we cease to walk as 
we once did as Gentiles (4:17-32), and as we walk in love (5:1-6), in light (5:7-13), and in wisdom 
(5:15ff.) and in submission one to another (5:22–6:9). The war is a matter of trusting and obeying our 
Lord. As we do so now, in these evil days, we prepare ourselves for the great “evil day” which is yet to 
come. When our life comes to an end, I pray that we will be able, like Paul, to say, “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). We can add six other 
observations concerning the spiritual war which will help us in our study of Ephesians 6:10-20. 

1. Our victory over Satan’s attacks is not always evident in terms of his defeat and our success, 
but is sometimes won in what looks like our defeat and his success.  

2. Satan’s opposition is not to be found so much in the bizarre and the supernatural as it is in 
that which seems natural and even human. 

3. Satan’s opposition to the believer is seldom direct, and is most often through other means, 
which we might not recognize as being satanically inspired. 

4. Satan’s opposition is the outworking of his own rebellion and distorted perception. 
5. Satan is a defeated foe, but his complete demise is yet future. 
6. Satan’s present opposition to the people and purposes of God appears to be detrimental to 

the church, but in reality Satan is actually furthering God’s purpose and plan for creation. 
 

 God has purposed to delay casting Satan into the lake of fire because in his freedom to 
operate as the “god of this world” he is unwittingly fulfilling God’s purposes. He is thus 
bringing glory to God and producing that which God uses for our good. While Satan inspired 
Judas to betray our Lord, this was necessary to accomplish our salvation. And although Satan’s mes-
senger may have afflicted Paul with a thorn in the flesh, this was for Paul’s good (see 2 Corinthians 
12:7-10). Satan is always on a chain, God’s chain. While he carries on his work with evil intent, God 
uses him for our good, and for His glory. There is not one thing which Satan is allowed to do which 
does not promote God’s purposes, His glory, and our good. The outcome of the spiritual war between 
Satan and God is certain. The struggle is a part of God’s eternal plan. And standing against his attacks 
in the strength of the full armor of God is our duty.  
                                               (Excerpt from “Ephesians: The Glory of God in the Church” by Robert L. Deffinbaugh)  

Glory of God: In Victory 
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True Victory 
 

Come, Lord, and give me courage, 
Thy conquering Spirit give; 

Make me an overcomer, 
In power within me live 

Trials can be God’s way to triumph. 
 
     Our light affliction,  
     which is but for a moment,  
     is working for us a  
     far more exceeding and  
     eternal weight of glory.  
                    2 Cor. 4:17 (NKJV) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/30  Introduction 
09/06  In Christ                          1:1-14 
09/13  Providing Hope               1:15-23 
09/20  Providing Grace Pt 1       2:1-10 
09/27  Providing Grace Pt 2       2:11-21 
10/04  In Revelation                   3:1-21 
10/11  Empowering Conduct        4:1-16 
10/18  Bro. Smarto 
10/25  Bro. Smarto 
11/01  Putting Off Old Self           4:17-32 
11/08  Living as Lights                 5:1-21 
11/15  In Submission                   6:1-9 
11/22  In Victory                         6:10-24 
11/29  Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Power for the Victory (6:10-12) 

Through the Strength of God  (vs 10) 
All things can be done through the strength of Jesus 
(Philippians 4:13) 
God said that it is only by His power (Zech 4:6) 
In our weakest point God is the strongest (2 Cor 12:10) 
God is greater than anything in the world (1 John 4:4) 
By being steadfast in the Lord (1 Cor 15:58) 

Through the Armor of God  (vs 11) 
By being clothed with Jesus (Rom 13:12, 14) 
By being defended by divine power (2 Cor 10:4) 
Because God fights our battles (Deut 20:3-4) 
Because God is our fortress and stronghold (Ps 144:1-2) 

Through the Recognition of the enemy  (vs 12) 
By looking for the prowling lion (1 Peter 5:8) 
By being watchful (Luke 21:36) 
By being on guard and firm in the faith (1 Cor 16:13) 
By testing the spirits (1 John 4:1) 
By watching and praying (Matt 26:41) 

 
Provisions for the Victory (6:13-17) 

Truth (vs 14) 
Truth sets us free (John 8:32) 
Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) 
The Holy Spirit guides us into the truth (John 16:13) 

Righteousness (vs 14) 
If we earnestly seek righteousness, we will be blessed with the 
filling of it (Matt 5:6) 
We must seek righteousness first (Matt 6:33) 
Righteousness from God is lived by faith (Rom 1:17) 
Jesus alone brought righteousness to all men (Rom 5:18) 
We must offer our bodies as an instrument of righteousness 
(Rom 6:13) 
We must pursue righteousness (1 Tim 6:11) 

Gospel (vs 15) 
The gospel instructs us in the way to please God (Rom 14:17-
18) 
The gospel is all about the reconciliation of man (Eph 2:15-
17) 
The gospel should bring about belief and obedience (Rom 
16:25-26) 
By the gospel we are saved (1 Cor 15:2) 
Service proves our confession of the gospel (2 Cor 9:13) 
We must conduct ourselves worthy of the gospel (Phil 1:27) 
The gospel holds hope (Col 1:23) 

Faith (vs 16) 
Faith says we trust God to the point that we are never afraid 
of what man can do to us (Ps 56:3-4) 
It is by faith that we can stand firm (2 Cor 1:24) 
 

 
We must realize that through faith inwardly we are being re-
newed daily regardless of what's happening outwardly (2 Cor 
4:16-18) 
Faith allows the overcoming of the world (1 John 5:4-5) 

Salvation (vs 17) 
Salvation provides endurance through dying to sin (2 Tim 2:10
-11) 
Because we are saved, we have ministering angels to help us 
through the struggle (Heb 1:14) 
God distributed His great salvation according to His will and 
we must never ignore it (Heb 2:2-4) 
Salvation is made perfect through struggles and suffering (Heb 
2:10-11) 
Salvation is the goal of our faith (1 Peter 1:9) 

God's Word (vs 17) 
We live by what's in God's Word (Matt 4:4) 
By the knowledge and acceptance that the Scriptures are the 
actual Word of God (1 Thess 2:13) 
Everything is consecrated by the Word of God (1 Tim 4:4-5) 
We are born again through God's Word (1 Peter 1:23) 
God's Word must and does live in us (1 John 2:14) 
God's Word cleanses us (Eph 5:26) 

 
Prayer for the Victory (6:18-24) 

Pray in the Spirit (vs 18) 
Holy Spirit helps in our weakness and expresses what we can-
not (Rom 8:26-27) 

Pray for the saints (vs 18) 
Prayers should be made for everyone (1 Tim 2:1) 
Through prayer, God delivers (Phil 1:19) 
Through prayers for others, many will give thanks to God (2 
Cor 1:11) 

Pray for the gospel to be fearlessly made known (vs 19-20) 
So that the gospel will bear much fruit (Col 1:3-6) 
So that God's Word will be spoken boldly (Acts 4:31) 
So that God will be revealed (2 Cor 4:7-10) 
So that through weakness, God will be strong (2 Cor 12:10-
11) 

Pray for encouragement (vs 21-22) 
Encouragement in faith (1 Thess 3:2-3) 
Encouragement in good words and deeds (2 Thess 2:16-17) 
Encouragement through others having a genuine interest in 
our welfare (Phil 2:19-20) 

Pray for an undying love for God (vs 24) 
A love that loves without proof (1 Peter 1:8) 
A love that is obedient (John 14:21) 
A love that loves others (1 John 4:19-21) 
A love that is willing to give up life (John 15:13) 


