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 Throughout sacred history, God has chosen men and women to be instruments of his will. 
He chose Abraham to begin the Jewish nation; he chose Moses to be their lawgiver. He chose the 
kings to rule them; he chose the prophets to instruct them. All of these were chosen and called to play 
their significant roles in his plan. As his plan to save humanity neared a critical point, God chose 
Mary. He called her to be a chosen vessel, to become the earthly mother of his divine Son. She 
was young, inexperienced, perhaps naïve. But in her virginal purity she was the right vessel to bring 
Jesus into the world. The beauty of Mary’s story lies in her willing submission to God’s plan. 
Despite the fact that she could not grasp how everything was to happen, she was willing. Regardless of 
the physical hardships and the social disgrace she would endure, she was willing. Even though there 
would be “a problem of explanation” with Joseph, she was willing. Mary’s willing response to God’s 
call is an example for all Christians today. God still issues calls to men and women to be used as 
his holy vessels, and we must respond to those calls. He calls us to accept his Son, to become fol-
lowers, and then to be proclaimers. He calls us to be his vessels—vessels of his love, vessels of his 
truth, vessels of his power. “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). Mary’s calling was unique; it was special. 
There was no calling that had ever been or ever would be again quite like her calling. Mary was called 
to be the earthly mother of the Messiah. Although she was an ordinary person, the special call of God 
on her life transformed her from being ordinary to unique with a special purpose. Her place and calling 
were very important in the kingdom of God and in the world. We should realize that even though 
Mary’s calling was vitally important, so is ours. God calls every believer to carry out tasks in the king-
dom of God. Every call is unique and important in God’s eternal plan. No two callings are just alike. 
Each called person has an individual purpose and place in God’s kingdom. The challenges and difficul-
ties each believer faces will vary depending on the nature of his or her calling. Mary, for example, had 
to watch in agony as her son died on a Roman cross. But God strengthened her for her task. He will 
strengthen us in fulfilling our callings as well. As we compare last week’s lesson with today’s, we see 
interesting parallels in God’s plan to bring salvation to humanity. The angel Gabriel appeared to both 
Zechariah and Mary, in separate incidents. Each was quite startled at Gabriel’s appearance. Gabriel 
instructed each not to be afraid. Each was promised a child. Each was given a hint of his or her child’s 
future greatness. Each was told what the name of his or her child was to be. Thus the beauty of God’s 
plan for salvation continued to unfold. Zechariah had been called to believe; then Mary was called to 
be a vessel. Even though we should not expect angelic appearances today, God continues to issue 
calls to us through his Word.                           (Adapted from the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
 
 One of the world's oldest occupations is that of the potter. Remnants of pottery have been found 
in virtually every level of excavated ancient sites. In fact, using various types of pottery, archaeologists 
have been able to reconstruct the sequence of cultures in any given area. The skill of potters has pro-
duced an amazing array of vessels for every conceivable use. From everyday cooking pots, lamps, 
bowls, basins, pitchers, jugs, and storage jars to highly ornamented bottles, decanters, flasks, cups, and 
vases, pottery vessels were the common standard containers of the ancient world. Pottery is the basis 
of spiritual lessons in several Scriptures. It illustrates the sovereign power God has over people 
and nations, like that which a potter has over his clay (Jer. 18:2-6; Rom. 9:21-23). This week's 
lesson focuses on one such vessel, the Virgin Mary. Her submissive response to God's call is an admi-
rable example to all who are summoned to do His will. This is a very poignant passage of the holy 
Scriptures. All of the Old Testament prophecies regarding the coming of the Messiah focused on what 
was about to happen to a simple peasant girl who was probably a teenager. Mary was to learn that she 
had been chosen by God to bear His Son. He would be given the throne of His ancestor David, and 
He would have an eternal kingdom. The human elevation of Mary to a high state of veneration has 
evolved over the past two thousand years. No one should minimize her reputation, but ascribing di-
vine qualities to her and praying to her are not biblical. Luke 1:26-56 and other references portray 
Mary as merely a human being willing to go along with God's plan for bringing His Son into the world 
to minister, die for sinners, and eventually reign as King forever.   
                                                                                    (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

The Great Potter 
 

Have Thine own way, Lord!  
Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me after Thy will, 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 

 
 
As the clay is in the potter's hand, so are 
you in My hand.  
                        Jeremiah 18:6 (NKJV) 
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NEXT SERIES 

 

Getting our Priorities Straight 
A Study of Haggai 

 

Haggai is the most precisely dated 
book of the Bible, with the dates of 
each sermon given to the exact 
day. The accuracy with which he 
records these dates suggests that he 
might have kept a journal. The 
beginning of Darius' reign is well 
established at 522 BC. Each of the 
four messages took place in the 
second year of his reign which 
would be 520 BC. 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
A CHOSEN VESSEL (LUKE 1:26-29) 

Christians are chosen to be a royal priesthood belonging to 
God (1 Peter 2:9) 
God chooses His people out of the world and now we belong 
to Him (John 15:19) 
God chooses His people as a people for Himself (Acts 15:14) 
Those God chooses, He also justified and will glorify (Rom 
8:30) 
God chooses His people to be holy and blameless (Eph 1:4) 
God chooses His people through His grace and for His pur-
pose (2 Tim 1:9) 
God chooses His people through His foreknowledge and the 
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:1-2) 

 
 
A PREPARED VESSEL (LUKE 1:30-33) 

Prepared by not being afraid 
Fear God, not man, because God can destroy the body and 
soul  (Matt 10:28) 
Don't fear, be ready to die if necessary and pray for God's will 
to be done  (Acts 21:13-14) 
Don't fear or worry but keep the faith  (2 Tim 4:6-8) 
Don't fear, just be faithful and the reward is the crown of life  
(Rev 2:10) 
Don't fear, trust God  (John 14:1) 

Prepared when called 
Called to do good works (2 Tim 2:20-21) 
Called to give an answer for hope in God (1 Peter 3:15) 
Prepared when called because no one knows when Jesus will 
return (Matt 24:44) 
Prepared when called because the end time is nearer than we 
think (Rom 13:11-12) 
Prepared when called because the day of the Lord is coming 
(2 Peter 3:11-13) 

Prepared for eternity 
Prepared for eternity in a kingdom that cannot be shaken 
(Heb 12:28) 
Prepared for eternity in God's eternal glory (1 Peter 5:10) 
Prepared for eternity in Jesus (Col 2:6-7) 
Prepared for eternity by remaining in Jesus (John 15:5-7) 
Prepared for eternity by focusing on the godly unseen (2 Cor 
4:17-18) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A WILLING VESSEL (LUKE 1:34-38) 

Willing despite understanding 
Willing despite understanding through belief (1 Cor 1:18-21) 
Willing despite understanding through the power of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor 2:3-7) 
Willing despite understanding because human understanding 
is foolishness in God's sight (1 Cor 3:18-19) 
Willing despite understanding because true wisdom and un-
derstanding comes from God (Eph 1:6-9) 

Willingness enabled by the Holy Spirit 
Enablement that is glorious (2 Cor 3:7-11) 
Enablement that is at work in us (Gal 2:8) 
Enablement that comes from the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:4-5) 
Enablement that is part of the kingdom of God (1 Cor 4:20) 
Divine enablement (2 Cor 10:3-6) 
Enablement that strengthens the inner being (Eph 3:16) 
Enablement of the gospel (1 Thess 1:5) 
Enablement that keeps one from being ashamed to testify 
about God (2 Tim 1:8) 

Willing to trust God 
I need to trust God because God never forsakes those who 
seek Him (Ps 9:10) 
I need to trust God because He is my God (Ps 31:14-15) 
I need to trust God so that God will make me righteous and 
just (Ps 37:5-6) 
I need to trust God so that I will not be afraid (Ps 56:4) 
I need to trust God because no one else can save me (Ps 146:3
-6) 
I need to trust God because He guides me in the straight ways 
(Prov 3:5-6) 
I need to trust God so that I can be overflowed with hope 
(Rom 15:13) 

Willing to be used 
Willing to be used by first giving myself to God (2 Cor 8:5) 
Willing to be used by submitting to God (2 Chron 30:8) 
Willing to be used by offering myself to God as an instrument 
of righteousness (Rom 6:13) 
Willing to be used by living for the Lord because I belong to 
Him (Rom 14:8) 
Willing to be used by honoring God with my body (1 Cor 6:19
-20) 

 


