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 This last section looks to the future when God will do two things: In Haggai 2:20
-22 God will overthrow the nations. Has this ever happened? Not yet. So this must 
be referring to the end of the tribulation. Principle: God is sovereign over the na-
tions and kingdoms of this world. (2:20-22). In 2:23, this is a very disputed passage. It 
says, “On that day” which seems from the context to be referring to the same day 
that we just talked about - the end of the tribulation. At that time Zerubbabel will be 
made “like a signet ring.” Zerubbabel was in the direct line of David and should have 
been qualified to be the king. But if you go back to Jer 22:24, you see that Coniah (or 
Jehoiachin) the son of Jehoiakim was cursed and none of his descendants were al-
lowed to sit on the throne. Zerubbabel was a great grandson of Coniah, so he was 
disqualified too. Some people think this means that Zerubbabel will co-reign with 
Christ. But so will we, so I don't think that is such a revolutionary conclusion. 
 
 Another idea is that Zerubbabel is like a signet ring. He is the governor and the 
symbol of authority. He is the symbol that God is going to fulfill His promise to 
David and restore the kingdom. But he is not actually sitting on the throne because 
Israel is not an independent nation. The signet ring had been taken away and given 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon.  Principle: The covenants 
of the Lord are guaranteed to be fulfilled (2:23). 
 
Summary 

1. We saw that Haggai rebuked them for having misplaced priorities and he 
pointed out the results which were dissatisfaction with the things of this 
world and discipline from God. 

2. Their response was to obey God's message and resume the work on the tem-
ple. Their obedience (repentance/confession) cleared their conscience (we 
might say) so that they could worship God and brought the Spirit's enable-
ment on them so they could do the work of God. 

3. Their courage and motivation was to come from the promise of God's pres-
ence and His peace. This is the peace of mind that comes from knowing that 
God is in control. 

4. Haggai also dealt with the issues of living clean and godly lives so they would 
not defile their work and sacrifices. He also urged them to depend on God 
for life. 

5. And finally, Haggai gave them hope for the future by revealing that God was 
going to destroy their enemies and establish His kingdom with them, His cho-
sen people. 

 
                                                            (Adapted from “Haggai” by Hampton Keathley) 
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Food for Thought 
 

True Satisfaction 
 

The world is filled with so much good 
That brings us joy and pleasure, 
But true fulfillment only comes 

When Christ we love and treasure. 
Putting Christ first brings  

satisfaction that lasts. 
 
  Yet when I surveyed all that my hands  
  had done and what I had toiled to  
  achieve, everything was meaningless,  
  a chasing after the wind; nothing was  
  gained under the sun. 
                             Eccl 2:11 (NIV) 
 
(From "Our Daily Bread" Mar 14, 2003) 
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01/17  Courage                           2:1-9 
01/24  Cleanliness                      2:10-19 
01/31  Consumation                 2:20-23 
02/07   Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

God is Sovereign (20-22) 
God is sovereign because He is God of heaven and earth (Deut 4:39) 

39 "Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that 
the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below; there is no other. 

God is sovereign because He has control over life and death (Matt 10:28) 
28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to 
kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 

God is sovereign because He is King of kings (1 Tim 6:15) 
15 which He will bring about at the proper time — He 
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, 

God is sovereign over mercy and compassion (Rom 9:15-16, 19-23) 
15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion." 16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's 
desire or effort, but on God's mercy.  19 One of you will 
say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who 
resists his will?" 20 But who are you, O man, to talk back 
to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 
'Why did you make me like this?'" 21 Does not the potter 
have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some 
pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 22 
What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his 
power known, bore with great patience the objects of his 
wrath — prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this 
to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 
mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory   

God is sovereign in His purposes (Ps 33:11) 
11 But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the pur-
poses of his heart through all generations.  

God is sovereign because He is God of gods and Lord of lords (Deut 
10:17) 

17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no 
partiality and accepts no bribes.  

God is sovereign over the extent of man's life and powers (1 Sam 2:6-8) 
6 "The Lord brings death and makes alive; he brings 
down to the grave and raises up. 7 The Lord sends pov-
erty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 8 He raises the 
poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne 
of honor. "For the foundations of the earth are the Lord's; 
upon them he has set the world.  

God is sovereign over the universe (Acts 17:24-26) 
24 "The God who made the world and everything in it is 
the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples 
built by hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, 
as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men 
life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he 
made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and 
the exact places where they should live.  

 
 

 

The covenants and promises of God are guaranteed 
to be fulfilled (23) 

God is faithful to His promises of blessings and does not violate His cove-
nants (Ps 89:33-36) 

33 "But I will not break off My loving-kindness from him, 
Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. 34 "My covenant I will 
not violate, Nor will I alter the utterance of My lips. 35 
"Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to 
David. 36 "His descendants shall endure forever And his 
throne as the sun before Me. 

God is faithful to His covenants because of His great love (Ps 106:43-
45) 

43 Many times He would deliver them; They, however, 
were rebellious in their counsel, And so sank down in 
their iniquity. 44 Nevertheless He looked upon their dis-
tress When He heard their cry; 45 And He remembered 
His covenant for their sake, And relented according to the 
greatness of His loving-kindness. 

God is faithful to His promises of blessings by upholding His people and 
making them a light to others (Isa 42:6) 

6 "I am the Lord, I have called You in righteousness, I 
will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, And 
I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light 
to the nations, 

God is faithful to His promises of blessings through Jesus' blood covenant 
(Matt 26:28) 

28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for forgiveness of sins. 

God is faithful to His covenants because God cannot lie (Heb 6:16-18) 
16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and 
with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of 
every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring even 
more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchange-
ableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so 
that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have 
strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before 
us. 

God is faithful to His covenants because of His oath is based on a prom-
ise (Gal 3:17-18) 

17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four 
hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a cove-
nant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the prom-
ise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no 
longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to 
Abraham by means of a promise. 

God is faithful to His covenants because God does not change His mind 
(Heb 7:20-22) 

20 And inasmuch as it was not without an oath 21 (for 
they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with 
an oath through the One who said to Him, "the Lord has 
sworn and will not change His mind, 'you are a priest for-
ever'"); 22 so much the more also Jesus has become the 
guarantee of a better covenant. 


