
 

 

 

 In the first chapter, we will come to grips with the temporary nature of 
life. In the first three verses, the author introduces himself and his theme. Verse 1 
begins: “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” Al-
though our author chooses not to identify himself, his titles or pen names give 
him away as Solomon. Solomon’s story is recorded for us in the first eleven chap-
ters of 1 Kings. Although King David had many sons, it was his son Solomon 
who was chosen to be heir to the throne. God so favored Solomon that He ap-
peared to him in a dream offering Solomon whatever blessing he desired. Solo-
mon astutely asked God for wisdom to lead the nation well. He asked for wisdom 
instead of riches and fame. God honored Solomon’s request, granting him not 
just unparalleled wisdom, but wealth and recognition as well. This preacher fails to 
start his sermon with a compelling introduction. There is no attention-grabbing 
illustration. There is no appeal to felt needs. There is no whetting of the spiritual 
appetite so his audience will want to hear more. Life is not totally meaningless 
or without any ultimate purpose. The point that Solomon is making is that you 
live for seventy or eighty years and then you’re gone. Materially speaking, life is 
short and then you die. You will lose everything you own to the next generation. 
Your children will rent out your house, purge your possessions, and spend your 
inheritance. 
 

 In the second chapter, Solomon describes his grand experiment into 
pleasure and its total failure. He followed the philosophy of the advertising slo-
gan, “You only go around once in life, so grab all the gusto you can get.” He 
grabbed for all the pleasures of life. But after some time he realized that the 
“gusto” was less fulfilling and did not taste so great. It’s been said that a good 
preacher makes points that are bluntly stated, clearly explained, and endlessly re-
peated. That’s what Solomon is doing here. Solomon has already talked about wis-
dom and knowledge at the end of chapter one, so perhaps he is going back to the 
subject rather than pursuing a new topic, but I prefer to think that his previous 
discussion dealt primarily with the acquiring of knowledge or education, while 
now he is more concerned with the application of wisdom and knowledge. Solo-
mon, the Preacher, has taken us on his search for satisfaction through the 
pursuit of education, pleasure, wisdom, and work. Each effort he has 
judged to be futile. None of these areas, when pursued for their own sake, are 
able to provide meaning and satisfaction in life. The main conclusion of Solo-
mon’s search is: Get satisfaction from God’s gifts. Satisfaction is a gift from 
God, just like salvation. When we can take our education, our pleasure, our wis-
dom, and our work as gifts from God, then our search has found its goal. And all 
the good things that God has in store for us are ours. 
 
                                                                           (Excerpt from "Ecclesiastes" by Keith Krell) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

A Wealth Of Poverty 
 
 
  I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold, 
  I'd rather be His than have riches  
  untold; I'd rather have Jesus than houses 
  or lands, I'd rather be led by His nail  
  pierced hands. The poorest person is 
  one whose only wealth is money. 
 
19 "Do not store up for yourselves  
Treasures on earth, where moth and rust   
destroy, and  where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For  where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
                              (Matt 6:19-21 NIV) 
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05/02  Introduction 
05/09  Trivial Pursuits        Chap 1-2 
05/16  Expectations              Chap 3-4 
05/23  Satisfaction                Chap 5-6 
05/30   Perspectives             Chap 7-8 
06/06  Guest Teacher 
06/13  Live Wisely                Chap 9-10 
06/20  Final Exam                Chap 11-12 
06/27   Summary & Review 



 

 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Chapter 1 
 
Life is fleeting (1:1-7) 

(Ps 144:3-4) 3 O Lord, what is man, that You take 
knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that You 
think of him?  4 Man is like a mere breath; His days 
are like a passing shadow. 

 
(Ps 39:4-6) 4 "Lord, make me to know my end And 
what is the extent of my days; Let me know how 
transient I am.  5 "Behold, You have made my days 
as handbreadths, And my lifetime as nothing in 
Your sight; Surely every man at his best is a mere 
breath. Selah.  6 "Surely every man walks about as a 
phantom; Surely they make an uproar for nothing; 
He amasses riches and does not know who will 
gather them. 

 
Life is Disappointing (1:8-11) 

(Job 14:1) 14 "Man, who is born of woman, Is short
-lived and full of turmoil. 

 
(Ps 42:10-11) 10 As a shattering of my bones, my 
adversaries revile me, While they say to me all day 
long, "Where is your God?" 11 Why are you in de-
spair, O my soul? And why have you become dis-
turbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet 
praise Him, The help of my countenance and my 
God. 
 
(Lam 3:18-20) 18 So I say, "My strength has per-
ished, And so has my hope from the Lord." 19 Re-
member my affliction and my wandering, the worm-
wood and bitterness. 20 Surely my soul remembers 
And is bowed down within me. 

 
Satisfaction cannot be found in education (1:12-18) 

(John 5:39-40) 39 "You search the Scriptures be-
cause you think that in them you have eternal life; it 
is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are un-
willing to come to Me so that you may have life. 
 
(Acts 17:21) 21 (Now all the Athenians and the 
strangers visiting there used to spend their time in 
nothing other than telling or hearing something 
new.) 

 
Chapter 2 
 
Satisfaction cannot be found in pleasure (2:1-11) 

(Titus 3:3) 3 At one time we too were foolish, dis-
obedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of pas-
sions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another.  

 
(James 5:1-5) Now listen, you rich people, weep and 
wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 
2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten 
your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. 
Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your 
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the work-
men who mowed your fields are crying out against 
you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on 
earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fat-
tened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 

 
Satisfaction cannot be found in wisdom (2:12-17) 

(Ps 49:10) 10 For all can see that wise men die; the 
foolish and the senseless alike perish and leave their 
wealth to others.  

 
(James 3:14-16) 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it 
or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" does not come 
down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the 
devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambi-
tion, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  

 
Satisfaction cannot be found in work (2:18-26) 

(Luke 12:15)  15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! 
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's 
life does not consist in the abundance of his posses-
sions." 

 
(Ps 127:1) 127 Unless the Lord builds the house, its 
builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over 
the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.  

 


