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 Timing is everything. You have probably heard this phrase many times. There is a great deal 
of truth in that statement. The difference between a good joke and a bad one is a person’s 
sense of timing. An appropriate pause makes a joke…an inappropriate pause can kill the 
same joke. Timing is essential when dealing with people. You don’t ask for a raise when busi-
ness is not going well or when things are tense around the office. You don’t try to correct 
someone who feels threatened by you. You don’t ask for a favor when someone is under a 
lot of stress or angry. Timing is important in cooking. The juicy hamburger on the grill is raw 
meat if cooked for too little time and a clump of charcoal if it is cooked too long. Timing is 
important in medicine. If you catch a problem early you will be able to treat it more effec-
tively. Your timing is important in taking medication. If you take your medicine as directed it 
will be helpful. If you skip doses it loses its effectiveness. If you take extra doses it can be 
deadly. Timing is important in finance. When you invest in a particular stock and when you 
sell the particular stock will make the difference between whether you make money or lose 
it. Knowing when to borrow and when not to borrow is the key to financial independence. 
Timing is important in your spiritual life as well. It is critical to live your life with an 
acute awareness of God’s timing for your life. 
 
 In Eccl 3:16-4:3, Solomon cries out for justice, yet his cry seems to fall on deaf ears. 
Therefore, he concludes life is harsh and then you die. Now you may be thinking, “Oh, great, 
another encouraging sermon from Pastor Bah Humbug! Maybe I should stop reading before 
I collapse in depression and pessimism.” I freely acknowledge that no pastor in his right 
mind would choose to preach this text. Yet, in this passage I actually find meaning and moti-
vation to live life.  
 

 Karoshi is a Japanese word which means “death from overwork.” The syndrome is now 
so common in Japan that it claims as many as 30,000 victims each year. Its increase has 
caused such concern that since 1990, the Japanese government has been forced to provide 
restitution to karoshi widows. As Americans, we hear this and we think to ourselves, “That’s 
crazy! What are these poor people thinking?” Yet, all the while many of us are working our-
selves to death, either literally or figuratively. The question is, “Why?” What is driving us to 
work so hard and so long? Our natural temptation may be to claim, “I work hard and long to 
glorify God.” This may be true, but I would suggest for most of us it is only partially true. If 
the truth be known, many of us are working hard to climb the corporate ladder, to im-
press our boss, to meet our own expectations, and to make more money. However, 
working long and hard for these reasons can lead to bitter disappointment and possibly even 
a premature death.  Fortunately, Solomon has a solution for us. In Eccl 4:4-16, he encourages 
us to work smarter not harder and longer.   
 
                                                                           (Excerpt from "Ecclesiastes" by Keith Krell) 
 

Key Themes: 
1. Regardless of man's expectations, God is in control of what happens and when (Ps 

33:10-11; Jer 10:23) 
2. We have heard and expect that the "ends justifies the means", but God directs that 

relationships with Him and others are the true measures of success (2 Cor 8:14-
15; 1 Tim 6:-17-19) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Adopt Paul’s Expectation 
 

You can expect to enjoy God’s  
presence when you honor Him  

with your life. In all I think  
and say and do, I long, O God, 

to honor You; But may my highest  
motive be To love the Christ  

who died for me. 
 
   I eagerly expect and hope that  
   I will in no way be ashamed,  
   but will have sufficient  
   courage so that now as always  
   Christ will be exalted in my body,  
   whether by life or by death. 
                          (Phil 1:20 NIV) 
 
(From "Our Daily Bread" Dec 03, 2008) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

05/02  Introduction 
05/09  Trivial Pursuits           Chap 1-2 
05/16  Expectations            Chap 3-4 
05/23  Satisfaction                Chap 5-6 
05/30   Perspectives             Chap 7-8 
06/06  Guest Teacher 
06/13  Live Wisely                Chap 9-10 
06/20  Final Exam                Chap 11-12 
06/27   Summary & Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Chapter 3 
 
Expect change (3:1-8) 

(1 Cor 12:18) 18 But now God has placed the members, each 
one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 
 
(Est 4:14) 14 "For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you 
and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether 
you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?" 

 
Accept limitations (3:9-11, 14-15) 

(James 4:13-17) 13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomor-
row we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there 
and engage in business and make a profit." 14 Yet you do not 
know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a va-
por that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15 
Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and 
also do this or that." 16 But as it is, you boast in your arro-
gance; all such boasting is evil. 
 
(Prov 19:21) 21 Many plans are in a man's heart, But the coun-
sel of the Lord will stand. 

 
Enjoy life (3:12-13) 

(1 Tim 6:17) 17 Instruct those who are rich in this present 
world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncer-
tainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all 
things to enjoy. 
 
(John 10:10)  10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 
Injustice should move us to humility (3:16-22) 

(Matt 13:24-30) 24 Jesus presented another parable to them, 
saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field.  25 "But while his men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 
and went away.  26 "But when the wheat sprouted and bore 
grain, then the tares became evident also.  27 "The slaves of 
the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'  28 
"And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The slaves 
said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'  
29 "But he said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, 
you may uproot the wheat with them.  30 'Allow both to grow 
together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will 
say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in 
bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my 
barn."'" 
 
(2 Peter 2:9) 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly 
from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punish-
ment for the day of judgment,  

 
Chapter 4 
 
Oppression should move us to action (4:1-3) 

(Isa 58:6) 6 "Is this not the fast which I choose, To loosen the 
bonds of wickedness, To undo the bands of the yoke, And to 
let the oppressed go free And break every yoke? 
 
(Luke 4:18) 18 "the Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me 
to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set free those who are oppressed, 

 
Choose contentment over achievement (4:4-6) 

(Prov 16:8) 8 Better is a little with righteousness Than great 
income with injustice. 
 
(1 Tim 6:6-7) 6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain 
when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought 
nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it 
either. 

 
Choose relationships over riches (4:7-12) 

(Phil 3:7-8) 7 But whatever things were gain to me, those 
things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More 
than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that 
I may gain Christ 
 
(Matt 16:26)  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 

 
Choose influence over popularity (4:13-16) 

(Heb 11:24-27) 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choos-
ing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than 
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 considering the re-
proach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for 
he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him 
who is unseen. 
 
(Eccl 9:15-17) 15 But there was found in it a poor wise man 
and he delivered the city by his wisdom. Yet no one remem-
bered that poor man. 16 So I said, "Wisdom is better than 
strength." But the wisdom of the poor man is despised and his 
words are not heeded. 17 The words of the wise heard in qui-
etness are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools. 


