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 Thessalonica was a prosperous port and center of trade in the region of Macedonia, 
the northern part of the Greek peninsula. Like most cities of its kind, it was filled with all 
kinds of people and all kinds of beliefs. Economically there was a wide gap between the 
rich merchants and poor laborers. Socially there was powerful pressure to conform to es-
tablished standards. Religiously there were many followers of pagan cults, some encour-
aging grossly immoral practices, but also a notable number of faithful Jewish worshipers 
of the God of Israel. When Paul first visited the city, on what we call his second mission-
ary journey (Acts 17:1–10), his preaching there led many to believe in Jesus. But it also 
provoked persecution, and Paul was forced to leave after only a short time. The new be-
lievers were left alone to face the pressures of their environment. Would they persist in 
their new faith or go back to their old lives? When he was able, Paul sent his assistant 
Timothy to visit the Thessalonian Christians and report back (1 Thessalonians 3:1–5). 
Timothy’s visit confirmed that the new believers were faithful and growing. Though not 
without problems, the church was demonstrating its faith through action (vv. 6–8). Paul 
wrote 1 Thessalonians probably just a few months after leaving the city and soon after 
receiving Timothy’s report. He begins with a thankful celebration of the Thessalonians’ 
transforming faith. Far from succumbing to the pressures of their culture, they had be-
come examples to believers in their region and beyond. Through the centuries, their exam-
ple continues to speak to us today.  
 
 Genuine Christian commitment by its very nature is visible to God. When Paul wrote to the Thes-
salonians, he described how their commitment to Christ was visible. They exhibited the triad of 
Christian virtues —faith, love, and hope—in their lives. God's power was evident in their 
response to the preaching of the gospel. They became followers of Paul and of the Christ even while 
experiencing persecution for their faith. There was no holding them back as they became a model 
church for all Christians throughout Greece. A dramatic change had taken place in the lives of 
these Thessalonian believers. They had turned completely from pagan idolatry to the worship of 
the only true God. Also, they modeled the Christian's expectation of Christ's return by actively 
waiting for it. Christians need true examples of what it means to be committed to Jesus Christ.  
 
 The Thessalonian church provides Christians today with a praiseworthy model. It is thought 
that Paul wrote this first letter to believers at Thessalonica after founding the church there 
and moving on to Berea, Athens, and Corinth (Acts 17:1-18:1). Mistreating Jason and 
other new believers at Thessalonica, opposing Jews had caused Paul and Silas to flee to 
Berea (17:5-10). Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica from Athens to establish these new 
converts in their faith amid persecution. Timothy came back with a good report (1 Thess. 
3:1-8).  As this lesson text is studied and taught, keep in mind the spiritual progression pro-
vided. The work of faith refers to turning away from idols to the worship and service of God. 
This leads to a life of laboring for Him out of love. It also develops patience and hopeful an-
ticipation of the second coming of Jesus from heaven to earth. See how this theme is re-
peated by Paul in Titus 2:11-13.  
 
                         (Adapted from the Bible Expositor and Illuminator and NIV Standard Lesson Commentary) 
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Food for Thought 

 

The Mirror 
 

The Bible, O Lord, is just like a mirror 
That shows me the need of my heart, 

For in it I see an accurate image, 
A portrait of me—every part.  

The Word of God is the only mirror  
that can transform our appearance. 

 
   And we, who with unveiled faces all  
   reflect the Lord's glory, are being  
   transformed into his likeness with  
   ever-increasing glory, which comes  
   from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
                        2 Cor 3:18 (NIV) 
 
(From "Our Daily Bread" Sep 27, 2000) 
 

June 27, 2010 
 

 
   Hope you have enjoyed the 

   Saddle Ridge Ranch!  

   This year’s VBS has been a  

   rootin’ tootin’ time as we 

   rounded up questions and 

   sought God’s answers! 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Transformed Lifestyle through a work of faith 

The work of faith is to believe in Jesus (John 6:28-29) 
28 Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the 
works God requires?" 29 Jesus answered, "The work of 
God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

The work of faith should be done with all our strength and 
abilities  (1 Cor 15:58) 

58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord 
is not in vain. 

The work of faith expresses itself through love (Gal 5:6) 
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircum-
cision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love. 

Genuine faith is accompanied by actions  (James 2:17) 
17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompa-
nied by action, is dead. 

The work of faith results in being credited as righteousness  
(Rom 4:4-5) 

4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to 
him as a gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, to the 
man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 

 
Transformed Lifestyle through a labor of love 

Labor of love because without love there is nothing (1 Cor 
13:1-3) 

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clang-
ing cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surren-
der my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain 
nothing. 

Labor of love because God commands us to pursue love (1 
Tim 6:11) 

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gen-
tleness. 

Labor of love because God knows our deeds (Rev 2:19) 
19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service 
and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than 
you did at first. 

Labor of love comes from a pure heart and good conscience 
(1 Tim 1:5) 

5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from 
a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Labor of love prompts us to do good works (Heb 10:24) 

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. 

Labor of love means that we love God (1 John 4:21) 
21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother. 

 
Transformed Lifestyle through the patience of hope 

Hope that anchors the soul (Heb 6:18-20) 
18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled 
to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly 
encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary be-
hind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, who went before us, 
has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest 
forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

Hope that should be held unswervingly (Heb 10:23) 
23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. 

Hope in the glory of God (Rom 5:2) 
2 through whom we have gained access by faith into 
this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God. 

Hope that will not disappoint (Rom 5:5) 
5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us. 

Hope found in the Scriptures (Rom 15:4) 
4 For everything that was written in the past was written 
to teach us, so that through endurance and the encour-
agement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

Hope that makes us bold (2 Cor 3:10-12) 
10 For what was glorious has no glory now in compari-
son with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was fad-
ing away came with glory, how much greater is the 
glory of that which lasts! 12 Therefore, since we have 
such a hope, we are very bold. 

Hope into which we are called (Eph 4:4) 
4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called— 

Hope of eternal life (Titus 3:7) 
7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

 


