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 The phrase “fear God” is terribly misunderstood and rarely proclaimed; how-
ever, it is paramount throughout the Scriptures.  The Bible speaks of our love to 
God, His name, His law, and His Word, a total of 88 times. This breaks down to 
45 references in the Old and 43 references in the New Testament. The Bible 
speaks of our trusting in God, His name, and His Word, 91 times. This breaks 
down to 82 times in the Old and 9 times in the New Testament.  When we come to 
the subject of the fear of God, the Bible speaks of it 278 times! Typically, the “fear 
of God” is defined as “reverential awe.” There is truth to this definition as it per-
tains to God as Creator. God wants us to stand in awe of who He is and all that 
He is. But our definition of the fear of God must also encompass His judgment 
(see Eccl 12:14). This leads us to also include in our definition downright fear or 
terror. If you and I understand that our God is a consuming fire that is able to de-
stroy both body and soul in hell and that as believers we will give an account of 
our lives to Jesus Christ,  we will have some holy fear. But many of us do not fear 
God. Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) once said, “The remarkable thing about 
fearing God is that, when you fear God, you fear nothing else; whereas, if you 
do not fear God, you fear everything else.”  This is the way the believer should 
live.  
 

 To “keep His commandments” is to obey the Law.  Fortunately for us, Jesus 
summed up the commandments into one central, basic command: “To love 
the Lord your God” and “your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:34-40). This is 
the chief end of humankind. This phrase literally reads, “because this is all of 
man” or “because this is the all of man.” The implication is that “this is the whole 
duty of man.” I know many people who struggle with questions of right and 
wrong, especially in those areas for which we have no explicit guidance in the Bi-
ble. They truly want to please the Lord, but worry about their daily decisions. 
Here’s a simple question that will replace many of the dos and don’ts: Can I do 
this to God’s glory? That is, if I do this, will it enhance God’s reputation in the 
world? Will those who watch me know that I know God, from my behavior? Or 
will I simply have to explain this away or apologize for it later. God is always 
watching everything we do. His eyes are always on us, nothing escapes His notice, 
and all of life must be lived for His approval. A proper fear of God ought to lead 
to a course correction. For this passage and the entire book of Ecclesiastes teaches 
that the fear of God leads to life. A biblical fear of God will lead to life in this 
world and the world to come. If you think you have been enjoying life, but haven’t 
been fearing God, think again. The fear of God leads to life…and only the fear of 
God will lead to life. 
                                                                     (Adapted from "Ecclesiastes" by Keith Krell) 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
Chapters 1 and 2  -  Trivial Pursuits 
1. Solomon suggest we should come to grips with the 

temporary nature of life.  Life is not totally meaning-
less or without any ultimate purpose. 

2. Solomon describes his grand experiment into pleasure 
and its total failure. Solomon, the Preacher, takes us 
on his search for satisfaction through the pursuit of 
education, pleasure, wisdom, and work. Each effort 
he has judged to be futile.  

3. The main conclusion of Solomon’s search is: Get sat-
isfaction from God’s gifts, because satisfaction is a 
gift from God. 

 
 
Chapters 3 and 4  -  Expectations 
1. Regardless of man's expectations, God is in control of 

what happens and when (Ps 33:10-11; Jer 10:23) 
2. We have heard and expect that the "ends justifies the 

means", but God directs that relationships with Him 
and others are the true measures of success (2 Cor 
8:14-15; 1 Tim 6:-17-19) 

 
 
Chapters 5 and 6  - Satisfaction 
1. God’s satisfaction with us depends on our attitudes 

and words (Ps 51:17; Prov 6:16-19; Matt 12:36-37) 
2. Material resources will not satisfy us (Matt 6:19-21; 

Matt 19:20-24) 
3. The blessings of life will not satisfy us so what advan-

tage are they? (Rom 3:1-9; Matt 16:24-26; Phil 3:7-11) 
 
 
Chapters 7 and 8 - Perspectivies 
1. This life is full of adversity,  yet life’s difficulties have 

the potential to awaken a spiritual dimension in us. 
Sorrow makes us think about life, its meaning, and our 
priorities. Sorrow and suffering often brings one to 
God 

2. Wisdom will bring illumination. Our heavenly Father 
provides wise counsel. Obey God and what you know, 
trust Him in what you don’t. 

3. Solomon urges us to respect authorities. We ought to 
remember that any authority under which we find our-
selves is a God-ordained authority and should be 
obeyed. 

 
 

 
Chapters 9 and 10 - Live Wisely 
1. The fact that our days are numbered ought to moti-

vate us to live earnestly for God. Solomon urges us to 
make the most of our lives because time and chance 
can overtake us. 

2. Wisdom, skill, and hard work can promote but not 
guarantee success. This is true because “time and 
chance overtake them all. Wisdom may not bring acco-
lades and popularity, but it tends to win the day. Sadly, 
wisdom frequently goes unrewarded. 

3. Solomon urges us to avoid foolishness at any ex-
pense. Why does he harp on this? Ultimately, because 
he knows that foolishness can destroy our lives. Con-
sider the following benefits to silence or at least to 
talking less: (1) you can listen carefully to what others 
say; (2) you have time to frame your thoughts; (3) your 
companions will value your words because you have 
listened to them; and (4) you run a much lower risk of 
saying something foolish. 

 
 
Chapters 11 and 12 - Final Exam 
1. Because we don’t know what will happen in the fu-

ture, we have to trust God because He is the one who 
makes and sustains all things. Solomon would have us 
to represent God in all that we do, with all that we have 
through faith. 

2. In spite of the brevity of life and its disappointing na-
ture apart from God, life is good and is meant to be 
enjoyed with God with wisdom. Solomon describes 
four activities of a wise sage. A wise person faithfully 
teaches people knowledge, a wise person carefully 
studies God’s Word, a wise person effectively commu-
nicates and a wise person correctly presents truth. 

3. To fear God and keep His commands are not sug-
gestions or options, they are commands! Solomon 
commands us to fear God and obey His commands. 
The Bible teaches that there is an appointed day of 
judgment where we will have to give an account of our 
lives. The natural and inevitable conclusion is that we 
had better live our lives appropriately in light of God’s 
judgment.  


