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About Today’s Lesson 
 
WHAT PEOPLE BELIEVE ABOUT GOD 
Polls often indicate that a vast majority of the American people believe in God (Matt 16:13-
17) - generally the percentage of those who believe is listed as over 90 percent. People have 
an interest in God, but who is it they are interested in? What do people mean when they say 
they believe in "God"(James 2:19)? Answers to that question vary so much that in reality peo-
ple are not all talking about the same being. Some believe in God as defined by the deists—a 
God who does not reveal himself to humanity and who, after creating the world, generally 
does not intervene in what happens in this world (Ps 8:3-8). Some believe in a God as de-
fined by the scientific pantheists, who say essentially that the universe itself is God (Rom 1:21
-23). Astronomer Carl Sagan once wrote, "The idea that God is an oversized white male with 
a flowing beard who sits in the sky and tallies the fall of every sparrow is ludicrous. But if by 
'God' one means the set of physical laws that govern the universe, then clearly there is such a 
God." Others seem more atuned to a God who is merely a spirit within humanity. Some see 
God as an angry, vindictive being, while some see God as so loving He couldn't possibly act 
in judgment on anyone (Luke 13:1-5). 
 
RIGHT VIEW OF GOD 
How does the Christian faith define God?  What view or views of God does the Bible pre-
sent?  That is what we will look at today. Christianity has always defined God as a being who 
is far beyond our meager human comprehension (Isa 55:8-9). So, it is unrealistic to think that 
we will totally define God in one session. 
 
WHO IS GOD? 
We will look primarily at a passage where a great figure of faith in Israel's history, Moses, 
asked the question we are dealing with—who is God? But we will bring in some facts from 
the New Testament to help round out the picture. 
 
 
Life Change Lesson 
 
Become more sensitive to God’s presence by scheduling a daily time for 
prayer 
What we can do: We become sensitive to God's divine presence by disciplining ourselves with 
regular prayer 
 
Believe God will act in your life by scheduling a daily time for Bible reading 
What we can do: Regular Bible reading helps us see that God is a God who acts in human his-
tory 
 
Believe God can use you by trying some ‘serving’ opportunities at your Church 
What we can do: Ask friends the strengths they see in us. Try serving in some ministries at your 
church.  
                                                                         (Adapted from Essential Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 

Session 1:  Who is God? 
Exodus 3:1-15 
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Food for Thought 

 
 

It's unlikely that people will 
have to decide between the 
real us and an impostor. 
However, we do need to 
differentiate between the 
real God and many  
impostors.  
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ESSENTIAL TRUTH 
Knowing Christ  

Personally 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/01  Introduction 
08/08  Who is God             Exod 3:1-15 
08/15  God Wants to Talk       Isa 6:1-10 
08/22  Oaks120th Anniversary-No Class 
08/29  What God Expects   Mk 12:28-34 
09/05  Bible is Important       Matt 4:1-11 
09/12  Who is Jesus         Matt 16:13-20 
09/19  Can I be Forgiven     John 3:1-17 
09/26  Death                    John 11:17-44 
10/03   Lone Ranger           Acts 2:42-47 
10/10  Keep it Real          Luke 11:37-54 
10/17   Temptation                   Gen 3:1-8 
10/24  Meaningful Life        Luke 9:23-27 
10/31  Holy Spirit                   Acts 2:1-13 
11/07  Grace                          Eph 2:1-10 
11/14  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
Today’s Lesson 
 
God's Presence 
God is everywhere, yet can be experienced intensely in certain places (Acts 11:21-23). Christian faith declares that God is 
"omnipresent," which means that God is everywhere (Psalm 139:7-10). God is a Spirit who pervades everything (John 4:24). 
In the burning bush story, Moses went to "the mountain of God" which was Mount Horeb. 
 
God's Holiness 
God is holy and pure, yet desires a relationship with an unholy people. In the story of the calling of the prophet Isaiah, Isaiah 
fears to be in God's presence (Isa. 6:5). God does desire a relationship with us (John 3:16). But because God is holy - pure 
and totally incompatible with hate and the destructive sinful lives that we live - God has to do something about our sin in 
order to have such a relationship (Eph 2:12-13).  
 
God's Mystery 
God is mysterious and undefinable, yet He reveals Himself. In the story of the burning bush, Moses was uncomfortable with 
this encounter with a God whom he could not adequately define. So he says to God in Exodus 3:13, "Suppose I go to the 
Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what 
shall I tell them?" How does God answer? He says, "I am YHWH." The NIV translates the response, "I am who I am." One 
could understand this response as saying. "I am the God who really IS - in contrast to other gods who exist only in the 
mind." We need to remember that we find out who God is, not by discovering some magical name to name Him but by dis-
covering God's character as He reveals Himself.  The Bible is not the record of humanity's search for God—it is the record 
of God's search for humanity and His attempt to reveal Himself to them (Acts 17:26-27). 
 
God's Power 
God is in control, and yet God gives certain responsibilities to us (1 Cor 1:27-28; Phil 1:23-26).  God's control is shown in 
the Old Testament chiefly through His ability to free the Israelites from Egypt and in the New Testament chiefly through 
the way He brings about what the prophets had predicted about Christ and raises Him victoriously from death. The fact that 
God is in control does not mean we have nothing to do.  In the New Testament, before ascending to heaven Jesus sent His 
disciples out to tell the world the good news about His future kingdom (see Matt. 28:16-20 and Acts 1:6-9). 
 
God's Love 
God allows suffering and yet intervenes to relieve it. We all see much suffering in the world. Christian faith strongly asserts 
that while God allows suffering to occur, He cares about those who are hurting.  By suffering in His life, Jesus identified 
with our suffering. We can know that God understands when we meet hard times (Heb, 2:18). By dying on the cross, Jesus 
delivered us from what causes our greatest suffering-the power of death (1 Cor. 15:54-57). In these acts of conquering the 
suffering we face, God shows that His deepest nature is love (1 John 4:8). 
 
 
Preparation for the Next Session (08/15/10) 

 
 
                                                                                                                        (Adapted from Essential Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 

  READINGS      REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS 

Monday Isaiah 6:1-5 In this vision of the Lord, how did Isaiah feel about being in the pres-
ence of God? 

Tuesday Revelation 1:9-20 How did John's experience in Revelation compare with that of Isaiah? 

Wednesday Isaiah 6:6-7 What was the Lord's response to Isaiah's guilt? How do you think 
God will respond to your guilt? 

Thursday Revelation 5:1-5 Here we see that only Jesus is able to triumph over sin and death. 
How does this affect you? 

Friday Isaiah 6:8-10 If God were to call you to speak for Him, what would your response 
be? 

Saturday Acts 8:26-29 What can we learn here about how God speaks to us? 

Sunday Acts 8:30-35 How important is Scripture to understanding what God would have 
us understand? What is most important in understanding the Bible? 


