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About Today’s Lesson 
 
Seeing as a blind person 
All around us we see people who are not who they present themselves to be: We have singing groups 
like Milli Vanilli which was discovered to be lip-synching their songs; we have TV evangelists like Jim 
Baker and Jimmy Swaggart caught in scandals while preaching morality; and, of course, we have 
politicians too numerous to count who take one stand in public and say and do things that are far 
different when they are behind the scenes with their advisors and strategists. Even more upsetting is 
the reality that many people find themselves putting up false fronts in public and taking on so many 
personas that they lose touch with who they really are. Robert Barnett, who at the time represented the 
American Foundation for the Blind, said once in an interview with Mike Wallace that people often get 
anxious around blind people because blind people can't see all the externals the person wears as a 
facade, their designer suits and hairdos, their false smiles and masks. They fear that the blind person 
can penetrate all of their camouflages and get directly to them. Can blind people really do that? 
Whether they can or not is incidental. That people often fear such a revelation of themselves is at the 
heart of this issue. 
 
Jesus looks at the heart 
Jesus was not blind. He had the ability to see past any outer phoniness to what was inside a person. 
John 2:24-25, says that Jesus, "knew all men. He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew 
what was in a man." He saw the phoniness in the Pharisees and teachers of the Law. He sees when we 
are phony. But there is good news. Jesus also knows how to make us spiritually genuine. If we have the 
courage to open up our darkened lives to the light of Jesus, He will make it so we don't feel we have to 
hide anymore. That is what we will look at in this session.    
 
 

Life Change Lesson 
 
One of the most common complaints people give when asked why they aren't part of the church is 
that "the church is full of hypocrites." While this is often a cop-out, there is a certain truth to it. Far 
too many in the church try to live their spiritual lives like they live the rest of their lives, by putting up 
a facade. What is the cure for this way of living? A perfect life? That isn't possible for us in our 
humanity, but there are some things we can do to make our Christian lives more genuine: 
 

Keep the grace of God in Jesus Christ central in all of our actions 
What we can do: If our own supposed goodness is central, then we can never be anything but 
hypocritical because we can never be truly good. Only by pointing to the purity, perfection, and power 
of Christ and our forgiveness through Him can we remain true to our message. 
 

Face our weaknesses with honesty and openness by confessing them to God regularly 
What we can do: We might as well face our weaknesses because people are going to find them out 
eventually. Your friends probably already know more about your weaknesses than you do! Facing your 
weaknesses with honesty and openness means confessing them to God on a regular basis. It is also 
good to find a trusted Christian friend to confess them to. Such a person helps keep you accountable 
and real. 
 

Be gentle with others in their weakness by praying for them 
What we can do: This was the main area where many of the Pharisees fell short. They constantly stood in 
judgment on how others were falling short of the Jewish Law. Jesus said, "Do not judge, or you too 
will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you" (Matt. 7:1-2). If we realize that we can stand only if we are measured 
by a standard of grace, we need to also realize that we must look at others with that same standard.    
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

08/01  Introduction 
08/08  Who is God               Exod 3:1-15 
08/15  God Wants to Talk       Isa 6:1-10 
08/22  Oaks120th Anniversary-No Class 
08/29  What God Expects   Mk 12:28-34 
09/05  Bible is Important       Matt 4:1-11 
09/12  Who is Jesus         Matt 16:13-20 
09/19  Can I be Forgiven     John 3:1-17 
09/26  Death                    John 11:17-44 
10/03   Lone Ranger           Acts 2:42-47 
10/10  Keep it Real        Luke 11:37-54 
10/17   Temptation                   Gen 3:1-8 
10/24  Meaningful Life        Luke 9:23-27 
10/31  Holy Spirit                   Acts 2:1-13 
11/07  Grace                          Eph 2:1-10 
11/14  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 

Today’s Lesson 
 

Reality TV is one of our latest entertainment fads. The reality of these programs is often that they show the uglier side of human 
nature, and they bring out the harsh, judgmental side of the audience who often enjoy feeling superior to those they are watching. 
In addition, producers often encourage ugly behavior in order to boost ratings, so what is billed as "real" becomes fake in a 
different way.  Jesus sought to encourage people to be real in a much more genuine way than anything on "real" TV. He looked at 
the religious leaders of His day, the Pharisees and experts in the religious law, and He saw that many of them were just playacting. 
Without mincing words, He laid it on the line to them saying, in essence, "learn to be genuine or you will never enter the kingdom 
of God." The first thing Jesus said was clean up your behavior, not just your facade. The Pharisees had learned how to do all the 
external things, the rituals and traditions everyone else could see. Ceremonial washings were a good example of this. But all too 
often such externals were just a mask to keep people from looking at the person's character, whether they really had love in their 
hearts for God and the people they came in contact with. A camera commercial declared, "Image is everything!" We live in a 
society which has bought that message. It's not what the politician has really done, but how the "spin doctors" and PR people can 
make his or her actions appear. When people run for president, they often seem to spend less time on discussing the issues than 
on planning the most effective sound bites. As a result, the people who end up running against each other are seldom the ones 
most qualified to address national problems, but are the ones best at projecting an image. The result of such focusing on image 
over substance is a society in crisis. The cure remains what Jesus advised long ago, change the inside and not just your image! A 
second part of Jesus' direction was to stop majoring in the minors. The Pharisees were careful to tithe even the smallest garden 
herb, but they neglected people and the love of God. The emphasis in our own society could best be described by the game title, 
"Trivial Pursuit." We pursue trivial things while youth drug problems go on unabated, poor children go without needed health 
care, and children shoot at each other in our school systems.  
 

Jesus said that to start being genuine we also need to start emphasizing integrity over prestige (v. 43). Jesus wasn't saying that 
prestige in itself is bad. It's only bad if we value it above all else, or if it doesn't matter to us whether we earn that prestige or not. 
The Pharisees got the best seats in the synagogues and received greetings of respect by virtue of their position. We also love our 
prestige. Except for us such prestige is expressed not in the best seats in the place of worship (which people now see as the seats in 
the back!), but by the cars we drive, a BMW or a Lexus or a Mercedes. Luxury items inside our homes don't count as much 
because few people see them. Today Jesus might say, "Woe to you Americans, because you love to parade your BMWs down the 
streets and avenues, while inside you feel your own rottenness." Finally, Jesus indicated that to start being genuine we need to start 
listening to God's warnings for today. The people of Israel had a habit of revering the prophets of the past but never the prophets 
who were bringing God's messages to their own time. In Moses' time, they rebelled against him, but then through their history 
they regarded him as their greatest spiritual leader. In Elijah's time he was chased out of the country and nearly killed, but he was 
revered by later Jews as a forerunner of the Messiah. In Jesus' time the people built tombs to the great prophets, but they killed 
history's greatest spiritual Teacher who was in their midst. Are we much better today? We set up a holiday to honor Martin Luther 
King. Jr., but how did he get treated when he was alive? By revering God's prophets of the past, we can appear penitent and 
righteous without having to actually change what we are doing in the present. It's much easier to decry what our forebearers did to 
the Native Americans in western expansion than it is for us to examine today's racism. Genuineness means letting God change 
what we are doing wrong now.  
 
 
 

Preparation for the Next Session (10/17/10) 
 
 
 
                           

 
                           

 
                           
                           

 
 
                           

 
                           
                           
                           

                                                                                                  (Adapted from Essential Truth: Knowing Christ Personally) 

  READINGS      REFLECTIVE QUESTIONS 
Monday 2 Corinthians 11:9-15 How do we distinguish when someone is speaking to us in love and for our 

own good rather than causing us harm? 
Tuesday James 1:22 How can we deceive ourselves? 

Wednesday 2 Timothy 3:12-17 Paul tells us that our understanding of Scripture is essential to handling 
deception. Can you think of ways the Lord has used the Bible in your life to 
provide insight into a difficult situation? 

Thursday Genesis 3:1-3 How was the serpent being crafty? How did he influence the woman? 
Friday Genesis 3:4-5 Why would the woman believe the serpent? Have you ever known someone 

to twist the truth like the serpent did? 
Saturday Genesis 3:6-7 When the woman and the man ate of the fruit, what was their motivation? 

Why was seeing their nakedness such a problem? 
Sunday Genesis 3:8 Have you ever wanted to hide from God? Why or why not? 


