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What This Lesson Is About 
 1 Corinthians gives us a close-up view of the life of a first-century church. At the very beginning 
of his letter, Paul gets down to cases, dealing with a problem that threatens the community of believers 
in Corinth. Do you remember the saying of Jesus, "And if a house is divided against itself, that house 
will not be able to stand" (Mk. 3:25)? Apparently, that was the danger facing the congregation at 
Corinth, for the church there seems to have been torn by serious divisions that had resulted in the 
formation of competing cliques.  We often hear it said today that every congregation should strive to 
be a "true New Testament church." But a careful reading of the New Testament reveals that the 
churches of that period were far from being perfect. 
 

Explore The Bible Passage 
 Having finished his greeting (1 Cor. 1:1-3) and introductory comments (1 Cor. 1:4-9), in his letter 
to Corinth, Paul immediately gets down to the business of dealing with the troubles in the church 
there. In verses 10-17, he attacks one of their major problems, a spirit of contentious disunity that has 
divided the congregation into various camps. He names these rival groups in verse 12, then argues 
against them in verse 13. In verses 14-16 he disclaims any responsibility for those who say, "I belong 
to Paul." 
 

Take A Closer Look 
 Notice that Paul addresses the people he is about to rebuke as "brothers." It is a loving word, a 
compelling word of relationship, and a reminder that they, too, are a band of brothers (and sisters, of 
course) who have the same Father. He begs them not to be torn by "dissensions." He uses the word 
schismata, which refers to tears in a piece of cloth, to describe this fragmentation of the fellowship. 
One thing we know about a torn place in a garment is that it will grow larger if it is not mended. And 
that is true of a church; small misunderstandings and seemingly inconsequential disagreements can 
escalate to major ruptures within a congregation, if left unattended. Paul appeals to the Christians in 
Corinth, "mend the tears in your fellowship." So many human cliques are built around particular 
personalities. Not surprisingly, the in-groups in Corinth bore the names of popular preachers— Paul, 
Apollos, Cephas (Peter) (1 Cor. 1:12). Like modern-day "groupies," the people clustered around these 
"stars." But they were so focused on their respective heroes (no, actually, they were focused on 
themselves), they let their attention wander away from Jesus, their only Lord. (Count the times Paul 
repeats the phrase "Lord Jesus Christ" in the first ten verses of this letter.) Why was Paul now glad that 
he had baptized so few converts in Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14-16)? Could it be that the honor of having 
been baptized by him had become a bragging point, a badge of distinction among those who claimed, 
"I belong to Paul"? NOTE: In verse 17, Paul does not intend to diminish the importance of baptism. 
He simply means that he was called to stay on the front line, proclaiming the gospel, while others did 
the work of instructing converts in preparation for baptism. 
 

Four Factions Dividing the Corinthian Church 
The Apollos Faction - Since Apollos was eloquent and well-versed in the Scriptures (Acts 18:24), it is 
likely that his followers were the "intellectually elite." 
The Cephas Faction - These might have been Judaizers, like the "circumcision party" mentioned in 
Gal. 2:11-12. 
The Paul Faction - It is not at all unusual for a church to have people who remain devoted to a former 
pastor. Perhaps this faction boasted of having been "saved under Paul's ministry." (Note what Paul 
says of this in 1 Cor. 1:14-15.) 
The Christ Faction - Perhaps these were the "super pious" who thought themselves to be the only true 
Christians in the church, regarding Christ as their exclusive property. 
 

Think It Through 
 The 7th Beatitude (Matt. 5:9), "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children 
of God," suggests that Christians should be constantly working to maintain harmony within their 
congregations. 
 

                                                          (adapted from "Studies in 1 Corinthians" by Lucien Coleman) 
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1 Cor 1:1-17 
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Food for Thought 
 

Christians who get along with  
each other spread the sweet aroma  

of Jesus. When love and kindness rule 
our lives, And we are seen as one, 

The fragrance of our unity 
Has no comparison.  

 

   Behold, how good and how pleasant 
   it is for brethren to dwell together  in 
   unity!                 Ps 133:1 (NIV) 
 
 

    (From "Our Daily Bread", Oct 24, 2010) 
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Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along 1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness       7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 



 

Page 2 of 2 

NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
 

UNITY - HOW DO I GET IT 
By relying on God to provide a spirit of unity (Rom 15:5-6) 
By relying on Jesus' prayer for us to have it (John 17:20-23) 
By constantly being in prayer (Acts 1:14) 
By being obedient to God's word and staying in fellowship with the saints (Acts 2:42) 
By knowing and acting like we have been baptized into the body of Jesus  (1 Cor 12:12-13) 
By the reconciliation accomplished by Jesus (Eph 2:14-16) 
By being in fellowship with God through living in righteousness  (1 John 1:3-7) 
By being united with Christ in a like-minded state  (Phil 2:1-5) 
By fearing God  (Mal 3:16) 

 
 
UNITY - HOW CAN I LOSE IT 

By mistreating and hurting a fellow saint (Ps 55:12-14) 
By acting out of our "old sinful nature" (Col. 3:9-11) 
By participating in quarrels and arguments with saints  (Genesis 13:7) 
By having a lack of love  (Galatians 5:14) 

 
 
UNITY - HOW CAN I KEEP IT 

By being willing to associate with all classes of people (Rom 12:16) 
By making every effort to be at peace with everyone  (Rom 14:19) 
By aiming for perfection  (2 Cor 13:11) 
By making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit  (Eph 4:2-5) 
By conducting ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel  (Phil 1:27) 
By living in harmony (1 Peter 3:8-9) 
By mutually encouraging other saints  (Rom 1:12) 

 
 
UNITY - WHAT ARE ITS RESULTS 

Having a good and pleasant relationship with others (Ps 133:1) 
Being in one mind and heart with others and sharing with them (Acts 4:32) 
Being able to be in agreement with other saints (Amos 3:3) 

       Having a common faith which unifies (Mark 9:40)  


