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The Lesson Passage In A Nutshell 
 What Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:2 is this: The central theme of his 
preaching in Corinth had always been Christ crucified. Skeptics said this was 
simplistic, even foolish. They were the Jews, who needed miraculous signs to 
stimulate belief, and the Greeks, who loved to have their ears tickled by entertaining 
oratory. But the convincing message of the cross had overpowered all this supposed 
human wisdom. Like his preaching, the members of the church in Corinth were plain 
and ordinary, by the world's standards. But God had chosen to work through people 
like them to show that it is His power, not theirs, that is at work. 
 
On The Road To Destruction, Laughing All The Way 
 What a sobering thought lies in the opening words of the lesson passage, "For the 
word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing." The message is not, "They will 
perish someday if they pay no attention to the gospel of Christ." They are already 
careening down the toboggan slide toward eternal destruction. Just as eternal life is 
the present possession of believers; eternal death is the present status of non-
believers. They are like the drug abuser who has only scorn for those who try to warn 
him about the deadly health risks involved. 
 
A Stumbling Block To Jews, Folly To Gentiles, God's Power And Wisdom 
 For the Jews, the message of the cross was a "stumbling block" (literally, a 
"snare"). The Jews dreamed of a powerful Messianic leader who would lead them in a 
mighty victory over the oppressive Romans. How could they possibly associate that 
poor, broken man on the cross with this messianic hope? The Greeks were lovers of 
beauty and strength. To them, the cross was a symbol of ugliness and weakness. But 
the way of the cross demonstrated the superior wisdom of God (w. 24-25). Jesus 
might have chosen the way of the sword and overthrown the Romans. He might 
have chosen a throne, thus meriting a few pages in history books. But the message of 
the cross has outlasted Rome and numerous other empires, and has continued to 
exert an impact upon world history and in human hearts even to this day. 
 
Vessels of Clay 
 In 2 Corinthians 4:7 we find a great summary of the point Paul is making in 1 
Corinthians 1:26-30. "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us." The treasure is "the gospel of the 
glory of Christ" (2 Cor. 4:4). The earthen vessels (clay pots) are followers of Christ, 
encumbered by all the limitations of the flesh. The believers at Corinth, like vessels of 
clay, were just "pore folks." Why did God choose such ordinary people to carry out 
His purpose? To show that it was His power, not theirs, at work in their lives. Even 
to this day, Christianity seems to thrive among poor and powerless people. 
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Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross   1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness       7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 


