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What This Lesson Is About 
 Living in an environment saturated with sexual immorality made it difficult for believers 
in ancient Corinth to conform to a distinctly Christian code of conduct. Paul demonstrates in 
this lesson that he was not at all reluctant to tackle the problem. 
 
Explore The Bible Passage 
 In the first Bible passage,. 1 Cor. 5:1-13, Paul is telling the church in Corinth how they 
should deal with a glaring case of sexual immorality within their membership. The second 
passage, 1 Cor. 6:9-20, focuses on illicit sexual conduct in general. Here Paul makes a case 
against sexual promiscuity among Christians. 
 
Take A Closer Look 

1. Paul is horrified to learn that the Corinthian Christians are casually ignoring blatant 
sexual immorality within the church membership (5:1). He says only that a man is 
living with his father's wife, probably his step-mother. Although he does not say so 
explicitly, the context of the passage makes it seem likely that they were living in a 
sexual relationship. 

2. They were so puffed up with typical Corinthian pride that they were totally oblivious 
to the seriousness of the man's misconduct (verse 2). To use a contemporary saying, 
"They had forgotten how to blush." 

3. Paul's proposed remedy for the situation is clear and forthright. They must terminate 
the man's relationship with the fellowship of believers (verse 2b). 

4. "Deliver this man to Satan" in v. 5 simply means "remove him from the church." 
Separated from the body of Christ, which fortifies one spiritually, he would then be 
at the mercy of Satan. "For the destruction of the flesh" is sometimes taken to be a 
reference to physical death; but, it seems more likely that it refers to killing the sinful 
fleshly desires that underlie his conduct, in either case, his spirit would be saved in 
the final judgment. 

5. The saying in 6:13 reflects a casual attitude toward sexual conduct that is current in 
our day; namely, that a sexual relation with a consenting partner is "no more immoral 
than eating a ham sandwich," since both have to do with satisfying natural appetites. 
Paul's answer is that the stomach is merely a physical organ; but the "body" (by 
which Paul means one's total personality) is destined to be raised from the dead (see 
verse 14). 

6. In fact, sexual union is not merely a physical act; it is a merging of personalities ("the 
two shall become one"—v. 16).  This means that a member of the body of Christ 
who patronizes a prostitute commits a terrible sacrilege (verses 15, 18-19). 

7. "Finally," Paul argues, "remember that your body is not your own, to use as you 
please.  You have been bought by the blood of Christ; your obligation is to glorify 
Him" (verse 20). 

 
Think It Through 
 A college student said, "What's the big deal? Having sex is no more wrong than kissing. 
Both are just physical expressions of affection." How would you respond to that, if asked 
your opinion? 
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Food for Thought 
 

Keep Yourself Pure 
 

God’s commandments were not given 
to frustrate us but to fulfill us. Lord, 
grant me strength from day to day— 
How prone I am to go astray! The 
passions of my flesh are strong; Be 

Thou, my God, a shield from wrong. 
 

  But I tell you that anyone who looks  
  at a woman lustfully has already  
  committed adultery with her in his  
  heart.            Matt 5:28 (NIV) 
 

  From "Our Daily Bread", Sept 17, 1994) 

Jan 16, 2011 
 

 

Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                  5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness       7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper                 11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 

 

Identification of the Sin (1 Cor 5:1-2) 
Immorality is an act of the sinful nature (Gal 5:19) 
Immorality is improper for God's people (Eph 5:3) 
Immorality should be put to death (Col 3:5) 
Immorality should be avoided to be sanctified (1 Thess 4:3-7) 

 

Discipline of the sin (1 Cor 5:3-13) 
Give them over to their depraved mind (Rom 1:24-28) 
Help them understand that they are bearing the fruit of death (Rom 7:5) 
Punish every act of disobedience (2 Cor 10:5-6) 
Hand them over to Satan to be taught a lesson (1 Tim 1:20) 

 

Final judgment of the immoral (1 Cor 6:9-11) 
The Immoral will not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal 5:19-21) 
The Immoral will have the wrath of God against them (Rom 1:18) 
The Immoral will not have a part of the inheritance of the saints (Eph 5:5) 
The Immoral will be judged by God (Heb 13:4) 

 

Ramifications of immorality (1 Cor 6:12-17) 
Sin is always crouching at our door, but we must master it (Genesis 4:7) 
Realize that God can destroy the soul and body because of immorality (Matt 10:28) 
Realize that we are God's temple in which He lives (1 Cor 3:16) 
Our bodies should not enslave us, rather we should enslave it (1 Cor 9:27) 
Immorality can make our minds and consciences corrupted (Titus 1:15) 

 

Remedy for immorality (1 Cor 6:18-20) 
Flee from immorality (Gen 39:12) 
Flee from evil desires (2 Tim 2:22) 
Abstain from sinful desires (1 Peter 2:11) 
Remember that we were bought with a price (1 Cor 7:23) 
Remember we belong to God (Rom 14:8) 

 


