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What This Lesson Is About 
 Have you ever noticed how people seem to be drawn to their "own kind" in dining halls 
and church meetings? Even at a luncheon held for the purpose of promoting interracial unity, 
most of the participants sat with members of their own race. We seem to have a strong 
tendency to socialize with people who are most like us. This was happening in Corinth when 
the Christians there gathered in homes for the fellowship meals they called "love feasts." The 
more affluent people in the congregation would sit together, separating themselves from their 
poorer Christian brothers and sisters. Worse still, they would eat the food they had brought 
before the poorer members of the church, who had to work late, arrived. To add insult to 
injury, they would often drink so much wine that they would become intoxicated. 
 
Explore The Bible Passage 
 In verses 17-22, Paul attacks the problem described above. Then, in verses 23-29, he 
reminds them of the meaning of the Lord's Supper, which usually accompanied these meals. 
 
Take A Closer Look 

1. Verse 17 suggests a shocking possibility. Though people ought to be better off when 
they have participated in a fellowship of worship, this might make them worse than 
they were, if it is not carried out in the proper spirit. 

2. "I hear that there are divisions among you" (verse 18). Paul's concern here is not 
doctrinal heresy, but the cliques that have splintered the congregation. But this, too, 
is heresy; not a heresy of words, but a heresy of attitudes and actions. 

3. This situation was all the more tragic because these house-church meetings of the 
faithful were the only opportunity the believers in Corinth had to celebrate their 
oneness in Christ. Nowhere else could they unite with others to celebrate their 
shared faith in Jesus. 

4. The conduct of those who "went ahead with their own meal" (verse 21) was 
attributable to pure selfishness. It's not hard to imagine that they rationalized their 
behavior. ("After all, the food is ours, we brought it; we have a right to eat it.") 

5. Verse 22 implies that if we come to church with the wrong attitude, we might as well 
stay at home. 

6. We ought to weigh the thought in verse 22b very carefully; humiliating other 
believers is nothing less than "despising the church of God." 

7. Paul's succinct description in 1 Cor. 11:23-25 is the earliest account of the Lord's 
Supper in the Bible. 

8. Many a congregation has been told, with reference to verse 28, "If you have any 
unconfessed sins in your life, you shouldn't partake of the bread and cup." But, 
actually, Paul is focusing on a particular sin, the sin of self-centered indifference 
toward other Christians. 

 
Think It Through 
 The general principle underlying Paul's criticism of the self-centered behavior at "love 
feasts" is well-stated in Phil. 2:4. This should be a rule of conduct in every area of a church's 
life. 
 
                                                   (adapted from "Studies in 1 Corinthians" by Lucien Coleman) 

Is It The Lord’s Supper? 
1 Cor 11:17-34 
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Food for Thought 
 

Celebrating Together 
 

When Christians join in blessed 
fellowship Commemorating Jesus’ 

sacrifice, They sense a common bond of 
unity Because for every race He paid the 
price. Celebrating Christ together brings  

strength and joy. 
 

  For as often as you eat this bread  
  and drink the cup, you proclaim  
  the Lord's death until He comes 
                   (1 Cor 11:26 NASB) 
 

 From "Our Daily Bread", Oct 3, 2010) 

Feb 13, 2011 
 

 

Studies in 1 Corinthians 
 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

12/05  Introduction 
12/12  Why Can’t We Get Along   1:1-17 
12/19  Remember the Cross      1:18-2:2    
12/26  NO CLASS - CHRISTMAS  
01/02  Spiritually Mature          2:14-3:16 
01/09  Servant Leadership            4:1-21 
01/16  Immoral World                    5:1-13 
                                              and  6:9-20 
01/23  Marriage & Singleness      7:1-35 
01/30  Life’s Grey Area                 8:1-13 
                                           and   9:19-26 
                                           and 10:14-33 
02/06  Worship                            11:2-16 
02/13  Lord’s Supper               11:17-34 
02/20  Are You Gifted                  12:4-31 
02/27  Greatest Way to Live        13:1-13 
03/06  Place to Proclaim             14:1-29 
03/13  Hope                                 15:3-57 
03/20  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
ABUSE OF THE LORD'S TABLE  (11:17-22) 

Original 3 problems  (vs 21) 
1 - Selfishly grabbing of food to eat 

God only respects worship and communion that 
involves sharing (Isa 58:6-7) 
Don't allow others to lead us into selfishness (Jude 1:12) 

2 - Leaving little for others 
If we don't share, how can we say we love God (I John 
3:17-18) 
If our inward thoughts and motives are pure, then we 
will share (Luke 11:39-41) 

3 - Drinking the wine for the purpose of getting drunk 
One of the goals of communion is to be filled with the 
Spirit (Eph 5:18) 
There is a warning about having the wrong motives and 
thinking (Isa 5:11) 
The issue is not the eating and drinking, but Jesus (John 
6:26) 

What does this mean for us? 
1 - Communion is not about food and drink 

God knows we need food and such, therefore 
communion is about remembering His blessings (Luke 
12:23) 
It is not what goes into the mouth, but what comes out 
of it (Matt 15:17-20) 

2 - It is to be done in a unified manner 
Jesus prayed that we would have unity with Him (John 
17:22-23) 
God gives us the power to stay unified and this is a big 
part of praising and glorifying Him (Rom 15:5-7) 
Part of the duty of the Church is to reach unity (Eph 
4:11-13) 

3 - Understand the TRUE meaning of the Lord's Supper 
We must be devoted to the real meaning and teaching of 
the Supper (Acts 2:41-42) 
Sincerity is a major part of the Supper (Acts 2:46) 

 
 
ORDER AT THE LORD'S TABLE  (11:23-26) 

The Elements 
1 - Bread / Body 

Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:48-51) 
Jesus is the Word of life (I John 1:1-2) 
The Word of life became flesh in the form of Jesus 
(John 1:14) 
Jesus' body was wounded and broken for us (Isa 53:5)  

2 - Cup / Blood 
From the beginning God stated that the blood was for 
the forgiveness of sins (Lev 17:11) 
Only God's blood is powerful enough to cover ALL sins 
(Heb 9:13-15) 
Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 
(Heb 9:22) 

 
 
 

 
Reason for observance 

1 - Remembrance 
So it can be taught to future generations (Exod 12:26-27) 
So that we don't forget God's blessings (Ps 105:3-5) 
So that we can be comforted (Ps 119:52) 
So that we will understand what Jesus did for us (Mark 
8:17-18) 

2 - Proclaiming Jesus' death 
Proclaiming Jesus' death through baptism (Rom 6:3) 
Proclaiming Jesus' death for sin once for all (Rom 6:10) 

3 - Observance should occur until Jesus' return 
Observe until the Supper of the Lamb (Luke 22:15-16) 
Observe until the glorification by Jesus (2 Thess 1:10) 
Observe until Jesus brings His final salvation (Heb 9:28) 
Our job while we are waiting is to continue to do His 
will (I John 2:28) 

 
 
JUDGEMENT IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE LORD'S TABLE  
(11:27-34) 

Definition of "Unworthily Manner"  (vs 27) 
Unworthy because of not knowing we are at the Lord's 
table (1 Cor 10:21) 
Participating unworthily is explained later in the passage as 
bringing on judgment (1 Cor 11:29)  
Unworthy because of not following Jesus (Matt 10:38) 

How do we examine ourselves?  (vs 28) 
God does the testing and examining (Ps 26:2) 
It means giving careful thought to what we are doing (Hag 
1:5) 
It means verifying our faith (2 Cor 13:5) 
It means being at peace and clear conscience with God (I 
John 3:19-20) 

How do I discern the Lord's body?  (vs 29-30) 
To discern, we must be in a right fellowship with God 
(Rom 3:10-11) 
Discernment comes from a spiritual understanding that 
comes only from the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:13-15) 

What does it mean "Disciplined so that I will not be condemned with the 
world" (vs 32) 

God's discipline brings eventual relief and salvation (Ps 
94:12-13) 
God disciplines those He loves (Prov 3:11-12) 
Discipline that proves we are God's children (Heb 12:7-8) 

Resulting commands to the Corinthians to resolve their problems (vs 33-
34) 

1 - Wait for all the Members before observance 
When Christians are together and on one accord, there is 
power (Acts 4:31-32) 
Assembling together provides a vehicle for 
encouragement (Heb 10:25) 

2 - Eat at home to satisfy hunger and thirst 
Don't depend on Church to feed us (2 Thess 3:10) 

           Don’t be a burden on others (2 Thess 3:7-8)  


