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KEY THEME:  
Spiritual renewal requires God’s great power working according to His gracious 
promises for His glorious purpose. 

 
 

BACKGROUND PASSAGES: 
 Jeremiah 25:1-11;  Jeremiah 29:10-14;  2 Chronicles 36:15-23 
 
 

COMMENTARY: 
 

 For four centuries the Lord warned His disobedient people, calling them back to 
Himself through His prophets. Finally, they had persisted in their idolatry for too long, 
and God fulfilled His warning by scattering them among the nations (Deut. 28:64). There 
were many Jews in Babylon who were comfortable there. But there were other Jews in 
Babylon who were not comfortable there. So when they heard the unbelievable news that 
Cyrus, the pagan king, had issued a call to the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
Lord’s temple, they were like those who dream. 
 

 The Lord had wounded; now He would heal. The Lord had killed; now He was 
giving life (Deut. 32:39). The seventy-year captivity began in 605 B.C. Jerusalem fell in 
587 B.C. The decree of Cyrus was in 538, the first year of his reign over Babylon, 67 
years after the first deportation, but scarcely 50 years since the destruction of the city. But 
the remarkable and significant thing is that it was God who stirred up Cyrus to make this 
dramatic proclamation. So on a human level, you have a polytheistic king following his 
program of religious tolerance, superstitiously asking the subject people to pray to their 
gods for his well being. But as our text shows, behind it all was the sovereign God 
turning this king’s heart as channels of water to fulfill His purpose (Prov. 21:1). 
 

 Everything in the spiritual realm depends on God’s grace as promised in His Word. 
If God had not promised restoration, no amount of human effort could have brought it 
about. But since God had promised, and since He works through means that He ordains, 
there are some things that we can do. If we want spiritual renewal, whether personally or 
for God’s church, we must humble ourselves before God and entreat Him for it. Every 
true spiritual renewal is founded on and sustained by God’s Word. If we want renewal, 
we must put a renewed emphasis on God’s Word of truth. When God promises, He also 
supplies the demands to meet those promises as His people wait on Him in prayer. Thus, 
spiritual renewal requires God’s great power according to His gracious promises. 
 

 The Temple at Jerusalem had been the place where God’s glory was displayed. That 
place had been destroyed because of the sins of His people. He now is referred to as “the 
God of heaven.” It shows God to be the sovereign over all. But it also may hint at the 
fact that His glory was not now being revealed on earth, since the Temple had been 
destroyed. God’s purpose today is the same: He wants to reveal His glory through a 
renewed people, who by their holy lives and witness reveal His Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to all peoples. In other words, spiritual renewal is not for us, so that we can lead 
happy, fulfilled lives to the neglect of the world. Spiritual renewal is for God’s purpose, 
that His glory would be revealed to the nations. 
 

                                                                                   (Adapted from “Sermons on Ezra” by Steven Cole) 
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Food for Thought 
 
 

Times Of Refreshing 
 

When we draw near to God, our 
minds are refreshed and our strength 

is renewed. Lord, I need my spirit 
refreshed and renewed today. Speak 

to me through Your Word that I 
might hear Your heart, and help me 

to share my heart with You in prayer.   
 
 

   Repent, then, and turn to God,  
   so that your sins may be wiped out,  
   that times of refreshing may  
   come from the Lord 
                          (Acts 3:19 NIV) 
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Restoration & Reformation 
A Study of Ezra 

 

Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal    1:1-11 
04/24  Lessons From A List          2:1-70 
05/01  New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/08  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/15  Discouragement                 5:1-39 
05/22  God the Cause of our Joy  6:1-22 
05/29  The Life that God Blesses  7:1-28 
06/05  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/12  Godly Reaction to Sin        9:1-15 
06/19  Genuine Repentance       10:1-44 
06/26  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
 
God has His chastening purposes for dry times and He has His gracious purposes for spiritually 
renewing His people 

God's chastening means that God considers us a child of His (Heb 12:6-11) 
God's chastening produces perseverance, character; and hope (Rom 5:3-5) 
God's chastening  achieves an eternal glory (2 Cor 4:17) 
God's chastening keeps us from going too far astray (Ps 119:67) 
God's chastening keeps us from the folly of life (Prov 22:15) 
God's chastening is part of God's pruning so that we will be more fruitful (John 15:2) 
God's chastening aids in refining our faith and proves it is genuine (1 Peter 1:6-7) 

 
Spiritual renewal requires God’s great power 

God's great power that performs miracles (Ps 77:14) 
God's great power that is our life's stronghold (Ps 27:1) 
God's great power that gives us strength (Phil 4:13) 
God's great power through His grace (2 Cor 12:9-10) 
God's great power that provides endurance and patience (Col 1:11) 

 
Spiritual renewal is according to God’s gracious promises 
 

Prayer brings God’s promises into practical reality 
Prayer brings God’s promises because Jesus is interceding for us (Rom 8:34) 
Prayer brings God’s promises through waiting in expectation (Ps 5:3) 
Prayer brings God’s promises when we pray in accordance with God's will (1 John 5:14-15) 
Prayer brings God’s promises of wisdom (James 1:5) 

 
God’s Word reveals His promises and His path of blessing 

God's Word reveals that we may participate in His Divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) 
God's Word reveals because it will never return to God without achieving its purpose (Isa 55: 11) 
God's Word reveals because it can produce a harvest of righteousness (Luke 8:15) 

 
God’s provision supplies the demands of His promises 

Provisions of faith (1 Thess 3:10) 
Provisions through God's glorious riches (Phil 4:19) 
Provision of resources to do good works (2 Cor 9:8)) 

 
Spiritual renewal is for God’s glorious purpose 
 

God's purposes are fulfilled in His people (Ps 57:2) 
God's purposes work for the good of those who love Him (Rom 8:28) 
God works in His people for His good purpose (Phil 2:13) 


