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 For nearly 2000 years there has been the historical phenomena of Christianity.  In spite of the 
fact that the church throughout its early years suffered intense persecution at the hands of both 
the Jews and the Romans, it flourished.  Many of the first missionaries of the Christian faith died 
a martyr's death because of their belief in Jesus Christ. 
 

 Why were these early Christians willing to face death for their belief in Jesus Christ?   It was 
because they were convinced of the historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and that this 
proved without a doubt that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and the one and only Savior of the 
world.  And, so for them, death was not the end. The resurrection is a historical fact, not just 
some philosophical ideal or idea. As a result, the message of the early church was always centered 
around the historical fact of the resurrection.  And this was not just a theological myth which 
began circulating 20 or 30 years later among the followers of Jesus Christ.  It was a message 
proclaimed immediately beginning with the morning of the third day.  It was a message based 
upon incontrovertible evidence. 
 

 Notice how the book of Acts begins: Acts 1:1-3  1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about 
all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when He was taken up, after He had by the Holy Spirit given 
orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive, after His suffering, by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the things concerning the 
kingdom of God.  Without the resurrection it would have ended with verse 1.  Death would have 
been the conclusion. 
 

 From the beginning there have been those who have rejected the resurrection as a hoax, a 
tale, a lie or fiction.  A number of theories have been advance to disprove the resurrection, but all 
of these have been solidly discredited by one historical scholar after another.  So interestingly, not 
one shred of solid evidence has ever been given to support these claims.  Then why do men make 
these claims?  Because they have never examined the evidence, or because of their prejudice, their 
philosophical bias, and unbelief in the miraculous. The silence of Christ's enemies and the lack of 
historical evidence against the resurrection is almost as strong an evidence as the positive 
evidences for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

 The Evidence of the Transformed Disciples - The disciples had seen their master die.  And 
because of this, they had lost all hope. Christ had told them he would die and be raised.  In fact, it 
was an integral part of His claims.  Yet they were down trodden, utterly disheartened, and meeting 
in obscure places.  But after the resurrection, we find the disciples joyous, fearless, and bearing 
public testimony.  They were even willing to die, and it is not likely they would be willing to die 
for a lie.  (Cf. Schaff, Vol. I, p. 173f.) Peter who denied the Lord when confronted by a young 
girl, boldly proclaimed the word at Pentecost in front of the same religious leaders who crucified 
Christ. When we consider the transformation of the disciples in connection with the silence of the 
Jews and their inability to produce the body of Christ or any evidence to the contrary, the events 
of Pentecost become another proof of Christ's resurrection.  
 

                                                             (Adapted from "Evidences for the Resurrection" by J. Hampton Keathley III) 
 

 The living hope (1 Peter 1:3) of the Christian is that Jesus will return to earth and resurrect 
His people and take them with Him (1 Thess 4:14-16; Acts 24:15). The way to obtain this living 
hope is through faith in Jesus and being born again (John 3:5-6).  John 6:39-54 teaches that 
there are three reasons for our living hope in Jesus. 1. Because through the will of God 
believers are secure in Jesus and will be raised by Jesus on the last day (John 6:39) 2. Because 
through the promise and will of God to those who believe in Jesus, believers will have eternal 
life and be raised by Jesus on the last day (John 6:40) 3. Because Jesus promised that those who 
partake of His flesh and of His blood will be raised by Him on the last day (John 6:54)  
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Food for Thought 
 
 

He Is Risen! 
 

Up from the grave He arose,  
With a mighty triumph o’er  His foes; 

He arose a Victor  from the dark 
domain, And He  lives forever with 

His saints to reign. The resurrection is 
a fact of history that demands a 

response of faith. 
 

  He is not here, but He has risen 
  Remember how He spoke to you  
  while He was still in Galilee 
                     (Luke 24:6 NASB) 
 
 

(From "Our Daily Bread", Apr 24, 2011) 
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Date      Lesson                    Text 

04/10  Introduction 
04/17  God's Way Of Renewal    1:1-11 
04/24   Evidences of the Resurrection 
05/01  Lessons From A List          2:1-70 
05/08  New Beginning With God   3:1-13 
05/15  Spiritual Setbacks              4:1-24 
05/22  Discouragement                 5:1-39 
05/29  God the Cause of our Joy  6:1-22 
06/05  The Life that God Blesses  7:1-28 
06/12  Work that God Blesses      8:1-36 
06/19  Godly Reaction to Sin        9:1-15 
06/26  Genuine Repentance       10:1-44 
07/03  Summary and Review 
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NOTES AND CROSS-REFERENCES 
 
The Doctrinal Significance of the Resurrection 
 

The theology of the resurrection is vitally important to the Christian for it affects his salvation and his 
sanctification. In 1 Peter 1:3  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Peter points out we are begotten unto a living 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  There are several reasons for this. 
 

• The resurrection authenticates Christ as the Son of God (Rom. 1:4) 
(Rom 1:4) 4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of 
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 

• The resurrection proves the atoning value of Christ's work (Rom 4:25).  "Raised because of" means it 
proves the sufficiency of His atonement for our justification.  The resurrection did not provide our 
justification, it proved Christ's death was sufficient to bring justification by faith.  Therefore, having been 
justified (as proven by the resurrection) we have peace (Rom. 5:1) 

(Rom 4:25) 25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. 
 

• The resurrection ensures our salvation (1 Cor. 15:17-19).  It provides assurance for the fact of our 
salvation and affords comfort with regard to our deceased loved ones (1 Thess 4:13f ).  There is an  
inscription found in Thessalonica which reads, "After death, no reviving, after the grave no meeting 
again."  The resurrection guarantees such a belief is false 

(1 Cor 15:17-19) 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied. 
 

• It is the basis of our sanctification (Rom. 6).  As Christ was victorious over sin and death, so we may be 
victorious by our identification with him 

(Rom 6:22) 22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in 
sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.  
 

• Christ's resurrection as the first fruits from the dead is the guarantee of our own resurrection and of the 
glorified body we will receive at the resurrection of saints (Phil. 3:20-21) 

(Phil 3:20-21) 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the 
power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.  

 

Thus we can see that by the resurrection, man is provided with a living hope because it depends on a living Savior.  
All other religious leaders are dead, Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius.  The founders of religious cults are all in 
their tombs, their bodies rotting in the dust.  Their followers have a dead hope, but they also have something else. 
 
 
Other Evidences 
 

• Evidence of the Stone  (Matt 28:1-4; Matt 27:62-66) 
 

• Evidence of Empty Tomb (John 20:2-9) 
 

• Evidence of Jesus' Appearances (1 Cor 15:6) 
 

• Evidence of Pentecost (Acts 2:29-36) 


